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FOPHUR
B

PRO—DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT

INTRODUCTION OF FORUM FOR l’Fi(ST’EE(:1'I()" OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

The Forum for Protection of Human Rights (FOPHUR) was established in
1984 in the backdrop of widespread violation of human rights by the
autocratic Panchayati system. Its founder was Mr. Badr{ Prasad
Khatiwadd who also happened to be founding chairman of the first
Teachers' Organisation. Mr. Khatiwada was the founder Chatrman of the
Forum, Immediately after its formation FOPHUR started its var fous
activities mainly to educate and make pecple aware of their rights.

Till the formation of this Forum “human rights day” was observed only in
the government sector. Radio Nepal used to broadcast speeches stating
that human rights situation is very good in Nepal. Against this trend
FOPHUR began to observe December 10, Human Rights Day, organising mass
meetings. Considerable number of our activists were imprisoned {n this
process of celebrating human rights day. In 1985 and 1986 1t organised
mass rallies to observe the Human Rights Day in Hetauda and Biratnagar.
In 1986, it launched a campaign to collect signature to pressurize the
government for the release of those political prisoners who had already
served above ten years of imprisonment and whom the court had ordered to
release. The campaign was jointly launched with Forum for Democracy and
National Unity (FODENU) and the Committee for the Amnesty of Political
Prisoners (CAPP). 1In the process, then President Mr Pandav Raj Ghimire
and nearly 100 other activists engaged {n the collection of the
signature were arrested. Despite of it Forum was able to collect nearly
100,000 signatures from different parts of the country. As a result of
it government was obliged to release Mr. Radha Krishna Mainali, Khadga
O11, Narad Wagle and others who were imprisoned for more than 14 years.
At the same time progressive writer Mr. Mod Nath Prashrit, imprisoned
for 6 years, was alsoc relessed. 1In the same year 1t translated the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of UN in Nepali{ and distributed
20,000 copies in most of the parts of the country. At the end of 1987
People of Nepalese origin who were living in Meghalaya, India for a long
time were evicted in masses. To protest it many organisations including
FOPHUR organised protest demonstrations throughout the country. 1In
connection with the protest demonstration Laxmi Pandey, & young student
of Jhapa District died in police shootout. Immediately after the murder
FOPHUR formed an Inquiry Commission under the leadership of former
attorney general Ramananda Prasad Singh. The investigation report was,
brought to the public notice.

In 1986 General Secretary Mr. Prakash Kafle went to Manila in order to
Participate in a six week long training in human rights orgariised by the

Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG).

In connection with the Human Rights Day of 1988 it published s poster,
and started publishing Human Rights Bulletin regularly and started to
Publish fortnighly Newsletter.

It concluded fte first National Conference in Kathmandu on Apri) 10,
1989 in which Swami Agnibesh, chairman of Bonded Labour Liberation
Front, India also participated. More than {60 human righte activiets
'Obrtcontina different parts of the country formed an action committee
Under the leadership of renowned human rights activist Dr. Mathura
Prasad Shrestha.
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imprisoned for last 17 yearse. The poster became very popular. At that
time it formed a council of 100 members and a central comnittee of 23
members. The committes coneieted of Dr. Methura Prasad Shrestha as
Chairperson, Mr. Prakash Raj Kafle as General Becretary, former Chairman
Badri Prasad Khatiwada and Pandav Ghimire as advisors, and Former
Attorney General Ramananda Presad Bingh and other advocates as members .

After this confererce FOPHUR tried to make i1te activities more regular
and syatematic. In view of the prevailing sutocratic repression it set
up & clandestine office and started functioning with a very 1imited
fironcial source which came mainly from public, Gradually relationship
and contact with many international huran righte organisation was
formed.

In sddition to the above taske the Forum has done following:

- In 1988 & strong earthquake struck Eastern Nepal and claimed many
lives. As soon as the destruction was known its advisors and
General Secretary visited Dharan, and formed a relief committes.
It collected medicine, food and clothing raising the fund but the
sutocratic government arrestsd Mrs. Lila Shrestha, convencr of the
conmittes, and all other members of the committee.

- In the same year when relief materials were being distributed,
Former Rastriya Panchayat Member Karna Hyonju was killed as a
result of government conspiracy. 1In the excuse of finding the
culprit the government with a malicious intention of exterminating
the opposition, not only arrested hundreds of people but also
impliceted them in the murder csse of Karna Hyonju. FOPHUR felt
necessity of a fair inquiry and {te Genera) Bacretary along with
sushil Pyakuryal prepared an {nvestigation report on “Hyonju
episode™ and brought 1t to the public notice.

- iIn 19898 FOPHUR made an arrangement of family reunion for those
leftist political prisoners who were in prison for 17 years.

B On January 3, 1989 the government relesased Mohan Chandra Adhikari
and 12 other politicel priscners because of changed international
situation and mounting preassure within the country.

The Forum immediately made arrangements for their accommodation, food
and clothing. It also provided them travelling expenses to go back
their home. .

In the beginning of 1990 the political forces of Nepal, the Nepali
Congress and the United Left fFront called for a movement to restore
demnocracy. Considering democracy an inaltfenable condition for human
riphts the FOPHUR decided to hslp the movement actively and made a plan
of sction accordingly. In order to collect the facts about the movement
and to make them known to the world, it formed different action groups

and began to send messages to 17 different human rights organisations 1in
Asia and Europe through Fax.

Chairman of the FOPHUR Professor Dr. Mathura Prasad Shrestha tried to
{nvolve medical personnel and other professional organizations in the.
struggle for the protection of human rights in the country. It is well
known that he remained in the forefront of human rights activities.
During the S0 days of the movement he was sent to the J&il twice.

with & view, to promote the world opinion againet the government
repression in the people’s struggle FOPHUR sent its General Secretary
Mr. Prakash Kafle in a tour of various European countriss. He visited
the Netherlands, West Germany, Switzerland and other countries enroute
to orient them about the violation of human rights in Nepal and reguest
to pressurize Nepalese government to maintain human rights in the
country, and facilitated to form Neps1 Support Groups in.some of those
countries. Likewise, Secretary Mr, Gaurt Pradhan went to Delht to
propagated the cases of violation of human rights, and tried to build

gublic opinion through mads media.

nepal's political situation has taken a giant leap towards & nNew era
following the down-fal)l of Panchayati system and beginning of multiparty
interim government. People are getting some of their rights such ae
rights to form associastions, to profess the ideclogy of their choice, -
snd to go to the people. In this present circumatancee FOPHUR has been
able to take ahead its activities in a more expansive and diversified
way. On the one hand, there is a necessity to become more active in the
preservation of human rights, and on the other hand, it has to fulfi)

jte responsibility of providing relief to injured and support to the
families of those who reached martyrdom during the movement.

ﬂug ‘FoPHUR € PQO-bEHoceAcy
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ACTIVITIES OF FOPHUR

- Navin Sharma

Forum for Protection of Human
Rights (FOPHUR) has been fighting
forthe rehabilitationofhumanrights
remaining fully committed to the
International Declaration of Human
Rights sinceits foundingin1988.Its
activities were mainly concentrated
onopposingtheblacklawsof against
the Panchayat regime and the
suppression of the people by the
Panchayat Government before the
democratic movement. At the
sametime FOPHUR also conducted
activities designed to help the
political prisoners and to create

awareness about human rights.
However, after the successful
conclusion of the mass democratic
movement and the democratic
environment obtaining today, it is
now concentrated on creating
awareness about human values and
norms and on raising alertness
against the potential violation of

human rights.

FOPHUR
received a new
organisational
dimension
after its natio-
nalconference
held on 26th of
Chaitra 2045 B.S. The above
mentioned national conference
elected a central committee and a
council consisting of personalities
representing different social
organisations, professions, classes
and the parties and expressing full
commitment to human rights. After
that FOPHUR has conducted its
activities by creating public
awareness about the human values
and norms, collecting and
investigating the incidents of the
violation of human rights and by
providing relief assistance. I have
classified the activities of FOPHUR
under following four points.

a. Activities on International
Solidarity

1. FOPHUR has been
publishing an HR  newsletter
covering the evens of the violation
of human rights in order to
disseminate the information on the
violation of human rights.

2. FOPHUR has occasionally
published research oriented articley
and reports in a human rights
bulletin.
3. It observed Filipino
Solidarity Day under the joint
auspices of FOPHUR and GRINSO.
On this occasion FOPHUR, ACFOD
and GRINSO published a poster
demanding the dismantling of
military bases in the Philippines.
That day a protest march was also
organised in order to hand over a
protestletter to the Embassy of USA
in Kathmandu.

4. During the period of
democratic movement General
Secretary of FOPHUR Prakash
Kafle and secretary Gauri Pradhan
visited various European countries
in order to build public opinion in
favour of democratic movement.
FOPHUR also piblished a booklet
entitled "“FOPHUR and Pro-
democracy Movement.

5. The Forum has established
relationship with more than 60
different organisations concerned
with human rights and is receiving
and sending information about the
violation of hyman rights through
the help of Fax, letters and direct
relationship with human rights
activists.

6. During the period of the
movement FOPHUR invited world
renowned humanrightsactivistslike
Monk Smith, father Timm and
helped them investigate into the
human rights situation in
Makwanpur, Chitwan and
Kathmandu valley.

7. FOPHUR participated in
various international seminar and
exchanged experiences.

8. It provided financial help to
two SriLankan refugees and made
arrangement to provide them with
travelling expenses and
accommodation.

9. On July 30, 1990 Bhutan
Support Group, Nepal, has been
formed under the auspices of
FOPHUR with a view to provide
help to the people of Bhutan in their
struggle for human rights and
democracy.

Activities Desizned to Raise il
Consciousness of the People

1. FOPHUR has distributed
the brochures containing the UN
International Declaration of Human
Rights as part of its programme to
disseminate humanrightseducation
among the people.

2. It has published and
distributed posters showing
Nepalese women'srole inthe various
sectors of social activities. It also
published and distributed a poster
showing the problems of dnnking
water in Kathmandu with a view to
disseminate health education among
the people.

3. On December 10, 1989
FOPHUR observed World Human
Rights Day at the premises of Tri-
Chandra Campus in collaboration *
with Human Rights Organisation.

4. After the democratic
movement FOPHUR prepared "T-
shirt’ with the logo of FOPHUR and
sold them to raise fund to support its
activities.

Snnmzt_m_ths_Yzmms_QLHnmanB'I Violati

1. FOPHUR published posters
and brochures in order to press for
the release of political prisoners
detained in connection with Jhapa
movement.

It provided material help to the
political prisoners specially those
living in the jails of Kathmandu
under the black laws during the
Panchayat regime. At the same time
it alsoorganised reunion of the family
membersofthe prisonersimprisoned
inconnection with Jhapa Movement.

2. FOPHUR organised a
reception in honour of the political
prisoners related with Jhapa
Movement after they were released.

3. FOPHUR stood guarantee
for the release of five dissolved RP
members and the senior members of
Nepali Congress when they were
arrested for participatinginthe mass
meeting held in Itumbahal.

4. Immediately after the
rmovement it conducted programmes
to provide relief aid to the family of
martyrs and the injured persons.



Regarding this programme,
FOPHUR ran a free health clinic in
Bhaktapur, Kirtipur and Chitwan
in co-operation with Human Rights
Violation Fact Collection Committee,
distributed relief aid in Jhapa,
Butwal, Janakpur and other places.
The activists of FOPHUR visited the
residence of the martyrs families and
hospitals and provided financial help.
It distributed Rs 1,500 each to each
of the families of the martyrs and is
making arrangement for free
education to the children of the
martyrs.

5. FOPHUR assumed guar-
dianship of Tara Khadka made
disabled during the movement and
made arrangement for his
rehabilitation at the Jorpati disabled
home. Likewise, it jointly sponsored
a cultural programme together with
acultural organisation called*Astha’
and collected fund for the help of the
victims of the movement.

6. FOPHUR rescued Miss
Kabita Maharjan, an aids patient
from a DSP's custody and provided
financial help for her rehabilitation.

y,

Research and Survey

1. FOPHUR compiled the data
about Narayan Man Bijukchhe and
his friends who were implicated in
the case of Karna Hyanju,prepared a
report and published it. ’

2. It prepared a report about
the persons made todisappear during
the time of bomb explosions. General-
Secretary Prakash Kafle is working
in a commission constituted to look
into the cases of the missing
prisoners. .

3. FOPHUR conducted field
survey to evaluate the condition of

" the bonded labourers in Chitwan.

4. Most important of all,
FOPHUR held a seminar on
Consultation on Constitutionalism
in order to provide suggestion to the
Constitution Recommendation
Commission. In the seminar jurists
like P.N. Bhagwati, Clarence Dias,
kamal Hossain, Dr Neelam
Tiruchelbam and M.A. Sabur held
wideranging discussions with the
jurists and legal experts of Nepal.
The Consultation lasted for 3 days
from June 28 to June 30, 1990.

H»Q quv“"‘*
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Interview with Prakash Kafle

[Known as a leftist intellectual Mr
Prakash kafle is the General Secretary of
Forum for Protection of Human Rights
(FOPHUR)].

Q - Do you feel easy to continue human
riaghts activities in the present
situation ? .

A - Definitely, it is easy to work. But,
we are still unable to work freely as the
"tradition’ of police brutality and the
conspiracy of <charging false cases
against political activists are still
prevailing.

0 - How do you communists work fairly on
human rights activities ?

A - This is a wrong conception to say
that the communists do not work fairly.
I feel communists are deeply interested
in human rights. Communists ideology and
*human rights’, 1 believe, are
synonymous. Human rights which we call
are not only the rights of press freedom
and freedom to association but also the
right of health, education and so on as
clearly mentioned in the Charter of the
United Nations. See, Lhe conception that
‘only the Nepali Congress should work for
human rights but communist should not
work for it’ does not have any genuine
loaic,

%0
. [Chhalphal (Weekly), dé&. 4]
Julonuodhon WUpdeth Mapog

Council_of Ministers to_be Reconstituted

According to a reliable source, the cabinet
would be reconstituted in near future. Three
of the ministers would be sacked and about a
dozen ministers and ministers .for state
would be included. Most of the ministers to
be introduced in the new formation belong to
Nepali Congress, the source has said. It
claims "The three ministers who are going to
be sacked belong to Nepali Congress as well
as the left factions”.

[Funarjagaran (Weekly), Nov. 13]

According to a rumour, Dr Mathura P.
Shrestha, J.N. Khanal (ULF) anhd Yog Prasad
Upaahyaya (NC) would be sacked and 10 new
faces would be introduced. Seven of them are
believed to be from NC. The changes are
being made in view of the coming general
elections, it is learnt. Some also say that
no ministers would be sacked, but the
cabinet would be expanded.

{Hindu (Daily), Nov. 14)
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EOPHUR CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE REORGANISED

FOPHUR central executive committee was
reorganised on November 10, 1990. The

‘national conference of the central council

members elected a twenty-five member central
executive committee.

The national conference elected Dr Mathura
Prasad Shrestha chairman and Mr Padma Ratna
Tuladhar and Mrs Bishwesara Dahal vice
chairmen of FOPHUR.

Simﬂar\y.. messers Prakash Kafle, Gaurt
pPrachan and Navin Sharma have been elected

General Secretary, secretary and the
treasurer respectively, while Ramananda
Prasad Singh, Prof. Harsha Narayan

Dhauvadel, Dr Madan Upadhyaya, Badri
Khatiwada, Subash Nemmang, Bhim Rawal,
Dwarika Shrestha, Sushil Pyskurel, Jaya
Krishna Yadav, Krishna Prasad Siwakoti,
Bishwa Kanta Mainali, Malla K. Sundar, Racha
Krishna Mainali, Devi Prasad Ojha, Or Arun
Sayami, Mrs Kunta Sharma, Mrs Lila Shrestha,
and Ms Mina Pandey have been elected members
of the central committee.

P! Al AN
ELECTION OBSERVATION

Forum for Protectipn of Human Rights
has decided to organise an election
observation team in order to monitor
the forthcoming general elections
purported to be held in April 1991.

This was decided by the central
committee meeting held at the central
office of FOPHUR on November 11, 1990.
Mr_Prakash Kafle has been chosen as
the convenor of the team while Mr
Biswa Kanta Mainali and Mr_ Owarika
Prasad Shrestha have been given the
Tesponsibility to  organise the
observation team. ’

According to information election
observers from various countries in
Europe, America and Asia are to
participate in the observation team.
_FOPHUR has already made correspondence
with some prominent international
figures 1in order to ensure their
participation in the observation.

" Pradhan  as

FOPHUR’s Central Committee Formed

A meeting of the Cental Council of the Forum
for Protection of Human Rights Saturday
unanimously constituted a 25-member Forum
for Protection of Human rights under the
chairmantship of Health Minister Dr Mathura
Prasad Shrestha. )

The executive committee, of the FOPHUR
includes Padma Ratna Tuladhar and Mrs
Bishweshwara Dahal as vice-presidents,
Prakash kafle as general secretary, Gauri
secretary and Navin Chandra -
Sharma_gs treasurer.

1he committee members are Ramananda Prasad

Singh, Dr Harsha Narayan Dhaubhadel, Dr
Madan Prasad Upadhyaya, Badri Khatiwada,
Subhas Newang, Miss Mina Poudyal, Bhim
Rawal, Dwarika shrestha, .Sushil Raj

Pyakuryal, Mrs Kunta Sharma, Lila Shrestha,
Jayakrishna Yadav, Mrs‘Radha Sahani, Krishna
Prasad Siwakoti, Bishwokant Mainali, Radha

Krishna Mainali, Devi Ojha, Dr Arun Sayami
and Malla K. Sundar. :

Representatives from the International
Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES)
and the National Democratic .Institute
(NDI) are Tn Kathmandu to conduct survey
determining how the US can  assist with
election procedures in Nepal.

1EFS is ‘a Washington-based organisation,
supported by aid through the Democratic
Pluralism Initiative.

Part TV

Nepal end the World

T us %18 €or Caneril Electi;;;Tjt,

J

[TRN (Daily), Nov. 1] 'Sp
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According to‘the Americen Ambassador, Julia Chang Bloch, 20

percent of the US =2id progran
had been earnsrxe or Nepal.

" Multi-party Demacracy Initictive"
:The 2id would be uSed‘fog_pallot_

boxes anrnd_qther eguipment,

<Toay tours .for_the forthcoming general
(Garkhapatra, July 13). '

added.

technical services, training, an
elections in Nepel, she
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Of late a number of Human Rights Organisations

have come intobeing in Nepal Besides more and more
individuals seem to be attracted to the cause of
Human Rights everyday. Mostly former political
activists ere drawn to Human Rights activities in
growing numbers. In fact, it is very difficult to
distinguish a political activist from a Human Rights
ectivist in Nepal. They seem to converge and merge.
Mention maybe meade of people like Rishikesh Shaha,
Nuten Bahadur Thapaliya, Badri Prasad Khatiwada,
Pradeep Giri, Durga Subedi and the like.Each of
these gentlemen is actually a political activist. Some
of them had frankly taken recourse to illegal and
underground methods of political activities in the
past. In the process they seem to have grown wiser.
Now they seem to take the autonomy of law and the
importence of due process of law more seriously. It is
primarily due to efforts of these gentlemen that the
fightfor Human Rightshas gathereda new momentum
in Nepal. Human Rights are now a burning topic in
Nepal. Even HMG Nepal seems to take cognizance of
the changed circumstances. Recently the government
has legislated laws and rules for imprisonment and
prisoners afresh. Besides the government has also
brought and blessed a full- flagged organization of
Human Rights. Even at this moment it is rumoured
that lawyers who are already members of the Nepal
Bar Association are in the process of establishing a
Human Rights Organization of their own. Some
Human Rights Organisations seem to exist only on
peper. In fact all the political groups appear to be
interested to float a Human Rights Organisation of
their own. All of them naturally do not take off. But
they exist nevertheless. Examples may be cited
without difficulty. Mr Shakti Lamsalreportedly heads
Nepal Civil Rights Unicn. Nothing much is known
ebout it. Occasional statements do appear in the
name of this organisation. This organisation appears

_like the front organisatjon of one of underground

communist group. There ie yet another Human Rights
Orgenisation hesded by Prof. Hare Krishna Shah. It
was fourded in 1976 in Banaras. Anumber of appeals
and pamphlets have been published on its behalf. All
such publications are however overtly political. The
Organisation does not seem to have been interested
genuinely on the question of Human Rights.
Consequently, the Organisation may be said to have

been & political front once again. Lately nothing much

‘has been heerd of this organisation too. In fact the

following organisations seem to dominate largely the
Human Rights in Nepal today.

—

HumanRi ghts Organisation of
Nepal (HURON) :HURONisbyahdlarge

the most respected as well as famous Human Rights
Organisation. The formal inauguration of HURON is

said to have taken place on 10th Dec.’88. But the

activities of most of its founders go back to many
years. The Inaugural Convention elected. Mr.
Rishikesh Shaha its President. Mr. Shahais probably
the most eminent Human Rights activist in Nepal.
His concern and commitment for Human Rights are
known internationally. Recently Human Rights Watch
U.S.A honoured him as one of the tworepresentatives
from the Asian Region. Besides Shaha HURON has
enlisted the support of moet of the major Human
Rights activists in Nepal. Its membership cuts across
party affiliations. It has a Constitution and a number
of definite rules and conventions have been
established. Atthe momentits officeislocated at Ram
Shah Path. Initially there was a big furore regarding
the display of its signboard cutside its office. The
police forcibly took away the signboard. HURON
moved to the court. The case it still pending. The
organisation was not deteryed!

Most of the Human Rights Organisationsin the Third
World do not pay meticulous attention to their
Constitution, Convention and rules. Thisis one of the
common shortcomings of voluntary organisationsand
NGO’s. HURON may be said to be an exception to the
rule. A working committee meeting of HURON is a
democratic sight. It takes place every month. Mr.
Shaha, the President has mostly a tough time pacifying
his party colleagues. Since HURON is a multi-party,
multi<lass, and multi-ideology forum the furore is
understandable. What seems to bind the members
together is their concern for Human Rights. HURON
may go from democracy to anarchy it is feared. The
critics of HURON point out the lack of disciplirne and
cohesion among the rank and file of HURON. HURON
has within its rank representatives from political

14 wEDW NEPAL 3%
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groupsof all shades. Mr. Shaha himselfis a renowned

Liberal politician. Dr. Devendra Raj Pandey the Vice-
Presidentis a distinguished economist. Mr. Marshall
Julum Sekya represents the Nepali Congress-the
largest opposition party. Padam Ratna Tuladhar a
left oriented though independent member of the
National Legislature is also member of HURON
Executive Committee. Pradeep Giri, Kapil Shrestha
and Gopal Chintan are general-secretaries. Pradeep
Giriisaneminent political thinker and activist. Kapil
Shrestha is a former general-secretary of Nepal
Professors Association. Apart from these luminaries
HURON can also boast of proper representation of
most ethnic and linguistic minorities of Nepal. So
HURON canbe describedasafairly bvmg and vibrant
Human Rights Organisafion.

HURON is however still weak and disorganised with
respect to research and documentation. Its literature
is rather meagre. The office-bearers and the leaders
complainof financial constraints constantly. The office
is run on the basis of personal contribution of its
members. The office has a small budget of Rs.8,000/-
per month. At times even this budget is beyond the
means of HURON.

FORUM FOR PROTECTION OF

HUMAN RIGHTS (FPHR) : The FPHRis
the other important national organisation obtaining
in Nepal today. The Forum has been active for some
years past. Its existence was forthe first time reported
in July 1984 in Matribhoomi Weekly. Reportedly the
Forum was founded by some enthusiasts at Birgunj.

Mr. Gopal Chandra Gautam, Pandav Raj Ghimire,
Yadav Prasad Upadhya, Nandan Aryal and Badri
Prasad Khatiwada were among the founder-members.
Mr. Khatiwada has been known as the Convener of
the Forum. But later the composition of the
organisation was changed.Mr.PandavRaj Ghimire
from Janakpur was declared its President. An
executive committee of 18 persons was also announced.
Recently the Forum seems to have undergone yet
another organisational re-shuffle. The recently held
convention opted Dr. Mathura Prasad Shrestha to
head it. The chronic re-shuffle and restructuring of
the office -bearers of the Forum does not seem to have
affected the functioning and the routine work of the
organisation, however. In fact the reasans for such a
performance may not be far to seek. The change of
President and the other office-bearers does not seem

to alter the actual executive personnel of the Forum.
Two or three dedicated persons seem to run the
organisation right from the inception. Mr.Prakash
Kafle, Mr. Badri Khatiwada and, Mr. Sushil Pyakhurel
run and control the organisation in the final analysis.
Unlike HURON, FPHR cannot be accused of lack of
discipline and cohesion. In {act FPHR has often been
criticised for its highly centralised as well as
personalised style of functioning of its leadership.
The Forum may be described to have run through the
principle of democratic centralism. It has an image of
essentially a cadres organisation. The Forum has
often tried to broaden its base among eminent and
notable people in Nepal. Somehow it has failed in the
effort. There hasbeen considerable heart-burn among
its members regarding the reportedly high-handed
manner of the leadership. Worse still the Forum
activistsare not believed to have run their organisation
with regard to its rule and the due process adopted
thereupon. In its early phase the Forum practically
had no Constitution. Later a committee for
Constitution comprising of Ramananda Prasad Singh,
Kedar Prasad Koirala and Gopal Chintan was set up.
The draft constitution however was never put to
practice. Suchirregularitiesled to disenchantment of
a number of its members. 8uch criticisms have made
the Forum a little unpopular among the elites in
Kathmandu. The Forum however persists in its
pursuits. It is particularly known for its prolific
publication. Ithas alsobeen celebrating Human Rights
Day from time to time. Twoyears back the Forum also
conducted a campaign for the release of political
prisoners. Nearly 17,000 signatures were obtained
from all over the country. There was however some
controversy regarding the actual submission of the
petition. They were however accused of being partisan
even while the campaign was being conducted. They
were publicising for the release of prisoners of their
own group exclusively.

By and large HURON and FPHR are the two most
important Human Rights Organisations in Nepal. It
is chiefly due to persons associated with them that the
suppression of Human Rights in Nepal has been
largely publicized. Of late even His Majesty’s
Government seems to have become alert to the
propaganda of these organisations. HMG has probably
good reasons to worry as both the organisations are
largely mannedby people frankly hostile to the political
system obtaining in Nepal. 80 HMG seems to have
inspired and blessed the formation of still a third
Human nghtu Orgamsanon in Ncpa]
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HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANISATION

OF NEPAL(HURAN): The leaders of the
newly founded organisation would however strongly
object to the above description. Mr. Krishna Prasad
Pant, President of the new organisation however
does not see any direct relationship between human
rights and political system.Nocountry or the political
system in theworld has been able to secure complete
set of human rights according to Mr. Pant and every
political system seems to negate one or the other
generation of human rights. A formal replacement of
a certain political system by another is no guarantee
for the realisation of Human Rights in a society. A
fundamental restructuring of sodiety rather than
polity is the necessary precondition for the full
realisation of human rights. Mr. Pant however does
insist for an establishment of rule of law . How does he
reconcile the conflicting claims of rule of law and
autonomous polity is however not clear. Besides Pant
also admits the need to solicit official assistance in
pursuit of human rights in a society like Nepal. The
government and state of developing nations have
often introduced the very notion of human rights. The
governmentalinstitutions also happen tobe guardians
as well as initiators of many social reforms. With such
views Pant and his organisation seem to have been
partronised openly by the Governinent of Nepal. Pant
hasbeen receiving considerable publicity from official
mediain Nepal.Infact, Pant’s organisation hasalready
been registered by the government officials also.
Even the draft constitution of HURAN promises to
come into effect after the official sanction. It’s office-
bearers have also been announced. Dr Laxman Kumar
Upadhya is the general-secretary and Mr. Pawan
Kumar Ojha it’s treasurer. Of the seven members of
the executive committee five happen to be lawyers.
The other two are journalists. Interestingly all of
them are supposed to have close links with the
establishment. No wonder the organisation is not
prepared to bring the Panchayat System into
question. HURAN refuses to see any relationship
between the Panchayat System and the observance of
human rights in Nepal.

Relatively a new-comer in the realm of human rights
activities, HURAN does not have much to speak of its
activities within Nepal . Nonetheless the President of
HURAN has already toured Europe to enlighten the
Europeans about the “real” situation of human rights
in Nepal. Compared to India and other South Asian
countriee HURAN seems to find Nepal a veritable

haven for human rights. It is for the West to realise
the import of good news from the Wise Men of the
East

Other than these Human Rights Organisations, Nepal
also witnessed formations of a number of Amnesty
International’s groups of late. Once there used to be
arecognised Chapterin Nepal. The Chapter ceased to
function due to personalistic rivalry.Recently a
number of groups have come into being independently.
Such groups also suffer from political rivalries. As it
would be most Al groups are launched by political
activists. They are naturally reproducing respective
political complexion. Such a gituation has marred the
healthy growth of Alas wellasHuman nghtsacnvmes
in proper.

Far more troublesome however is something else.In

. most of the cases as in the Third World, Human

Rights Organisations do not seem to pay meticulous
attention to the rules and values they espouse and
mouth. The organisations mostly donot possess proper
Constitution or the rules. Ifand when they are agreed
toadopt a Constitution the document israrely heeded
to and observed. Anyway ideal may prevail upon the
actual in the long run. The ideals of Human Rights
are luminous enough for any of us tobe pessimisticin
the long run.

MAHENDRA BIKRAM SHAH
AWARD

Mahendra Bikram Shah Public Memorial Trust is
probably the only organisation of its kind in Nepal. It
awards a prize of Rs. 10,000/- every year for a
monograph on Human Rights of 2500 words. In fact
entries are asked every year from interested people to
write on a subject set by the Trust relating to certain
aspects of human rights in Nepal. Of the submitted
entries within the stipulated date the one adjudged
the best is given then prize money along with a
citation. Needless to say the award has gone a long
way toinculcate interest for human rights among the
students, youths and intellectuals in Nepal.

The award was founded about 8 years back. Mr. V.P.
Shah now a resident of U.S.A. has forwarded in the
money of his father Late Mahendra Bikram Shah.
Mr. Mahendra Bikram Shah was a liberal democrat
of considerable stature. He was the first President of
National Democratic Congress (1949) founded in
Calcutta to launch the armed struggle for democracy
against thethen Ranarulers. Mr. Shahisremembered




as one of the more prominent orgenisers of 1851
revolution. Later, he withdrew from active politics.
He however retained his deep and abiding interest in
the matters of public affairs in general and dvic
rightsin particular. He was a man with a broad vision
of life and society. His vigion was however informed
with deeply held convictions along liberal-democratic
beliefs. The Trust bequeathed by V.P. Shah, is
managed by a committee. The committee consists of
Mr. Rishikesh Shaha, Mr. Nutan Bahadur Thapaliya,
Mr. V.P. Shah, Ms. Lok Rajya;Laxmi Shah, Mr.
Ramananda Prasad Singh and Dr: Tej Singh Malla.
On 18th August, the birthday of Mr. Bikram Shah a

3 man committee of examinersis appointed annually
that examines and declares the award to the best
essay submitted. To date & number of eminert
intellectualsand journalists have been honoured with
the award. The copyright of the awarded monographs
belong to the winners. The Trust however, has not
published any of them so far. When contacied the
sourcesclose tothe Trust came out with aninteresting
explanation. They feared legal and politicel
consequences of such publications. In fact Nepal still
has almost draconian laws so far as publications are
concerned. No wonder selfcensorshipis the dominant
mood in the society. Recipients of the award are :

Name Profession
1. Mr. Kumar Nepal Poet, Writer.
2.  Mr. Purosottam Dahal Journalist.
8. Ms. Sushila Karki - Lawyer and Human
Rights Activist.
[|4- Mr.Ram Chandra Poudyal Political Activist.
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- LETTERS Pms
Beware! .

We, two human rights
groups from Germany, want to
-inform and at the same time
wamn the Nepalese people NOT
to fall victim to fake agents
promising jobs in Germany.
Do not be-believe a single word
and do not pay a single paisa!
. There are neither jobs mor
permission to work here. These
illegal agents, mainly Nepalese
or Indian, are all liars. All they
want is your money! We request
the concerned authorities to
look into this matter and we
request the political parties and
organisations to wamn about all
forms of human -trafficking
(including women) taking place
in _Nepal. The election
campaign would be a good
opportunity to make this
problem known in the remote
areas. We also request Radio
Nepal to sake up this marter.
The fake agents charge Rs.
50,000 and an overpaid ticket.
Once the Nepalese arrive
they're left stranded without
money, without s return tickct
and sometimes without their
! passports. .Between 1980 and
"1988 a maximum of 50
Nepalese came to the then FRG,

-

known becausc” most of the
stranded Ncpalese then ask for
political asylum. By -
unknowingly? - misusing the
German constitutional right t6_
seek political asylum they are.
harming the genuine political.
refugees and heating up the
debate about this right in.
Germany. Unfortunately
Germany does not consider
herself an immigration
country. People from non-EC
countries are not allowed 1o
work. or study here without
prior permission. Nepalese do.
have the privilege to come 1o
Germany as a wurist without a
visa although Germans need o
tourist visa for Nepal. rbul they
are not allowed to work here.
The same applics 10 asylum
seckers whose case is pending’
which might take up 1o fivg
years! (We don't agree 1o this
policy but that is another
matter). -
The only persons making a
profit are the illegal agents:
The victims will face scvere
hardship. To avoid this do not,
fall into the wvap! :
Nepal Watch,

Human Rights Forum
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Movement

by
Hsila Yami

Women and the Democracy

Hsila Yami has been a friend and supporter of Manushi since the very first issue. She came into contact with
Manushi as a student at the school of architecture in New Delhi. She returned 1o Nepal after finishing her
studies. Since then she has been involved with the democracy movement in Nepal. In this article she givesan
account of women's role in that movement from a lefiist viewpoint. We would welcome other viewpoints and
more delailed accounts of the current situation. This piece combines information from an article she sent as
well as two of her later leuers writien while she was underground.:

THE Himalayan country, Nepal,
simmering with discontent for the last
30 years, finally exploded on April 6,
1990, and is now passing through
historic transformations. The so-called
partyless panchayat system was forced
upon the pcople of Ncpal in 1960, after
the late King Mahcndra staged a mili-
tary coup against the then parliamen-
tary systcm. Undecr the active patron-
agc of the royal palace, thc pan-
chayai system virtually reduced this

otherwise self rcliant country into an
everbegging country. Nepal is  fast
sliding towards first position amongst
the poorest countrics in the world with
its per capita GNP of $160.

The main problem with the pan-
chayat system was that it was a party-
less system, and didn't allow opposi-
tion partics 10 play a role. As a result
there was no sysiem of checks and
balances. Corruption, nepotism, red
tapism was the result.

It was not that the panchayat sysicm
altogether ignored women. In fact, un- -
der the second constitutional anend-
ment there was a provision that there
mustbc at least one woman represcnta-
tive either by selection or by nomina-
tion on each village panchayat. But as
for the rest of the panchayat system,
leadership of women was imposed from
the top. As a result they never repre-
scnied the women of Ncpal. Nepal
Mahila Sangathan { unctioncd‘as oncof
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the class organisations of the panchayat
systcm. It had a widc nciwork of
organisational units within the coun-
try. But it opcrated more as a show-
picce, its main function being to organ-
isc the birthday of the Quéen. How in-
cffective this organisation was is proved
by the fact that it never gavc any state-
ment condemning even the most hei-
.nous crimes against women. The or-

- ganisation did nothing to prevent traf-
ficking of women 1o India. In many
arcas like Nuwakot, Sindhupal Chowk,
the local pradhan panchas played a
key role in procuring these women for
prostitution.

The panchayat sysicm bred goon-
das who were used to intimidate active
students. The systcm would cven use
its reserve of Karate and Tykondo
players to punish the active lcaders.
This was specially so during the recent
democratic movement. In fact theraid-
ing of the girls’ hostcl in Pokhara was
done joindy by police personnel and
hircd ruffians.  These hooligans per-
petrated  rape and eve teasing while
the State did nothing to control them.
In the name of Hindu religion, the
rights of women were badly curtailed
while bluc videco movies were openly
shown in the Fir .7~
lancs of cities |- 3. ¥,
like  Kath- pr7¢7%
mandu, Dharan, E
Biratnagar, Po-
khara. In the
name of encour-
aging tourism,
the government
played silent
speclator to the
growing prosti-
tetion within the %«
country. )
Uncmployment §:
is  widespread § ;
and large num-
bers of Nepali
youth arc forced
1 migratc 1o In-
dia 1o do all sons Ji;

r

of unskilled jobs. According to Dr
Gilada of the lndian‘Hcallh Organisa-
tion, about 100,000 Nepali girls land
up in various prostitution centres in
India every year. More than 35 per-
centof prostitutes in Bombay alone are
of Ncpali origin.

The despotic panchayat sysicm
stayed in power for 30 ycars becausce
thc opposition was weak and disor-
ganiscd. It was the historic alliance
between the otherwise banned Con-
gress and Communist partics which
provided confidence to the peoplc to
root out the panchayat system,
Women in the Movement

Onc ncw elcment of the recent
movement was the participation of
women, children and old people.
The diffcrent programmes organised
by various political partics were ablc
to mobilise all sections of the people,
from pilots, cnginecrs and doctors to
housewives, the aged and schoolchil-
dren.

The movement was dirccted not
only against the dictatorship but also
against hunger. Women are the first
victims of hunger, the first to fecl the
pinchof scarcity. With the growing in-

flation in Nepal, espécially aficr India
enforced an economic blockade against
Ncpal in March 1989, scarcitics had
reached intolcrable proportions.
Before  Fcbruary 18, the date
declared for the launching of the
movement, an incident in Pokharaon
February 12 had alscady prepared the
ground. On that day, hircd ruffians
and stormtroopers along with the po-
lice raidcd the girls® hostcl on Prithvi
Narayan campus. That day the stu-
dents had organised ameecting 1o cele-
brate the relcase of Nelson Mandcla.
The girls were dragged out, stripped
naked and mercilessly beaten. They
were  then dumped into trucks and
taken into police custody. The worst
victim was Ms Laxmi Karkee, a
student leader. She was widcly
rumoured to have died in custody but
managedtosurvive.In her own words:
“Lathis, boots and fists werc show-
ered on every part of my body. 1 told
them that some day people would pun-
ish them. The police then showered
blows cven morc severcly and picrced
lathis into my privatc part. | fainted.
When I regained consciousncss I real-
ised that all my clothes were in tatlers,
and when I asked for water I was

Et. ) —
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abuscd and told
that 1 descrved
| wurinc.” The very
‘{ fact thatthis gruc-
o somc incident took
8 place right under
the -nosc of the
3 royal family holi-
¥ daying in Pokhara,
'Y enraged the poople.
Sy On Fcbruary
-4 20, in Jaduguwa
" village, Janakpur
o district,  three
womcen were shot
dcad. The incident
4 took place whena
-y group of police-
.4 mcn went toarrest
onc of the activ-
g ists. Women pro-
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tested and were suddenly sprayed with
bullets, as a result of which many got
wounded. Janaki Dcvi Mandal, aged
50, Bhuwancshwari Yadav, aged 46,
and Sonawati Devi Yadav, aged 30,
werc killed on the spoL.

On Fcbruary 22, about 100 women
in Biratnagar participated in a silent
protcst march, their mouths covercd
with black cloths. They had come out
10 protest against harassment of women
and children by police patrols on the
pretext of scarching for activists. They
also demanded democracy in Nepal.
About 25 women were arrested that
day. Thc samc day in Hctanda, about
50 women were arrcsted from aprotest
rally. In Butwal, in wcstern Nepal,
five womcn-activists were arrested from
a protest rally.

On March 8, intcrational women's
day, women from all walks of lifc
assembled in Padma Kanya Women’s
College in Kathmandu. They tied black
bands on their arms to protest against
the atrocities in Pokhara and Jaduguwa.
Professional women and housewives
spoke and voiced their firm pledge to
fight for democracy and to over-
throw the government. Five partici-
pants, including mysclf, were taken
into police custody.

In Jhapa, in the cast, about 500
womecn participated in a rally to ccle-
bratc intcrnational women's day and
to protest against the government.
About 1,000 women in Siraha took to
the strects dcmanding democracy. In
Biratnagar, about 200 womcn partici-
patedin a protest rally and four were
arrested. In Palpa, in thec midwestern
region, five, and in Butwal, about 33
women activists were arresied.

On March 13, about 2,000
women led a huge protest march in
Narayanghat. They came onto the
streets with their children, armed with
sickles. About 200 womcen were ar-
resied and taken into the dense jungle
of Chitawan. They were detained there
for three days without food, shelter or
securily.

On March 20, the coordinating
commitice, established to coordinate
various professional organisations, had
arranged a scminar on “The Role of
Intcllcctuals in the Present Context of
Nepal.” All 700 participants and the
spcakers were 1aken into custody. Of
these about 40 were womcen, of whom
four, including mysclf, werc jailed.
The presidents of two human rights
associalions werc also arrested.

On March 31, an unprecedented
mass upsurge of pcoplc of Patan, in the
Kathmandu valley, libcrated the city
from the cluiches of panchayat ad-
ministration. Old pcople, children,
and women took to the streets in large
numbcrs in a spirit of do or dic. Women
farmers were armed with agricultural
tools. Community kiichens were cs-
tablished at important junctions.

The liberation of Patan encour-
aged the people in Kathmandu city. On
April 6, the strects of Kathmandu
swarmed with people protesting against
the royal dcclaration which had not
given any sign of doing away with the
panchayat systcm. This day was a
turning poin: for the movement. Every
residcntial arca voluntarily organised
distribution of waler, sometimes even
oranges. Water was sprinklcd from
the tops of houses 1o cool off the pro-
testers. People swarmed towards the
palace, but before they could reach
there, they were indiscriminately fired
upon. That day morc than 200 pcople
died in indiscriminate firing. Among
them were several women, including
11 ycar old Rekha Riyal.

Another new elcment of this
movement was that even school-
children 100k to the surects, shouting:

“We want democracy!” Tear gas was

thrown into school premises and school-
children taken into police custody. Old
people, including women, mobilised
themsclves in  their own way. For
example, one programme was asscm-
bling in temple complexcs to offer
prayers in support of thc movemcnt.
There was also a programme of bcat-

ing empty utcnsils and platesto protest
against rising prices, in which housc-
wives participated. Blackouts called
by political parties mobiliscd almost
every houschold in support of the
movement. Those houscs defying the
blackout were stoncd.

Womch also helped the movement
in many indirect ways. Before the
planned protest march, many activ-
ists had 10 go underground becausc
arrests had begun much before Febru-
ary 18. Women and children helped
to pass mecssages and safcguard activ-
ists from arrcst. '

Ironically, one mecthod used to
mobilise inactive communities was
scnding them chura pote (bangles and
bcaded necklaces worn by women).
This gesture symbolised the coward-
icé of these inactive communities. When
the firstincident of violence occurred
in Bhaktapur, in Kathmandu valley,
where 12 people were shot dead, the
people of Bhaktapur sent chura pote 10
the pcople of Patan. Patan got mobil-
ised and then scnt chura pote 10 Kath-
mandu. Therc were reports of the
sending of chura pote 1o other places
like Dharan and Birganj.

The 50 day movemcnt finally
simmercd down after negotiations
between the royalpalace, the Congress
party, and the United Left Front. The
panchayat sysicm was dissolved and a
multiparty system was declared within
the framework of the old Constitution.
Right from the formation of the in-
terim government I have not been sat-
isfied with the way things are going on.
The mterim government committed a
big political blunder by compromising
with the royal palace without smash-
ing the old panchayat Constitution.
The whole movement was 10 over-
throw the panchayat system but the
present interim government was in such
a hurry to form its government that it
didn't bother to root out the panchayat
Constitution. As a result of the con-
spiratorial rolc of the palace the pres-
ent government is virtually ineffec-
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tive. To top it all a polarisation is
taking place. The royal palace and
Congress are aligning against the
Communist forces. In Ncpal, the
Communists arc a growing force and
as a result Congress needs the royal
family morc than the king nceds him-
sclf. The manifcstation of this alliance
is clearly secn in the incident of the
Tecj. On August 23, the day of Teej,
when women all over the valley as-
scmbled in Pashupati Nath temple to
dance and sing, the Qucen's car was
brickbaticd by the people gathered there.
1 was taken into custody for intcnse

project me as an
extrcmist, asater-
rorist:"There is a
strong rumour that
the incident was
planted by the
palace to gain the
sympathy, = of
peoplc and 1o sabo-
tage the reform of
the Constitution
which undcrmines
the position of the
royal palace. Af-
terI was subjected
10 intense interro-
gation in police
custody on account
of the Tecj inci-
dent fresh warrants
have been issucd'for my arrest. In fact
warrants have been issucd against all
the top womcn activists of Nepal fol-
lowing the stoning incident. Thedrama
of pelting stoncs at the Queen's car has
been used as a good excuse to harass
and intimidate the activists of the re-
ccnt movement. Among those impli-
cated are Laxmi Karkee, the heroine of
Pokhara episodc and a central execu-
tive member of All Nepal Women's
Organisation, Pampha Bhusal,  the
gencral sccretary of All Ncpal Na-
tional Women's Forum, and Brinda
Pandey, the president of Kathmandu
unit of All Ncpal Women's Organisa-
P

interrogation. They were lrymg.lo

tion. There arc more than a dozen male

activists who have likewisc been im-
plicated in thc same case. We all will
be charged under the State Offence Act
under which the maximum penalty is
dceath, the minimum penalty is 10 ycars’
nigorous imprisonment. Alrcady 12 have
beentaken to jail under this casc (they
wcre taken into custody immediatcly
after the Tecj incident). This conspir-
acy has been hatched against all of us
by the royal group and Congress party
1o do away with the left supporters and
left mcmbers.

The United Left Front is quite
incffective as thcy are being domi-

their daily lives either. Women of
Ncpal have no claim on parcntal prop-
erty. Only unmarried women over the
agc of 55 can sharc parcnual property
and they must rcmain unmarricd if
they arc to retain this sharc. Married
womcen can claim a share in the hus-
band’s property only after 15 ycars of
conjugal life or if thcy are over 35
yecars of age. Aficr divorce women
arc not entitled to a share in their hus-
bands’ property. Abortion is illegal in
Nepal.
Women’s Organisations

What is more cxciting, how-
ever, is that many women’s organisa
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nated by the Congress and the royal
family. Hence I am in hiding these
days.

All thosc warrantcd and arrested
arc cither sympathisers or members of
Jeft partics. As arcsult, till date nonew
Constitution has been promulgated.
Although the new reformed Constitution
has been draficd by the alliance of
thrce groups, Congress, Communists
and the royal palace, the royal palace
is intervening to reform it in a manner
that favours them.

No fundamental changes have been
introduced in thc laws rclating to
women.” Not much has changed in

"”’— l R l

tions have sprung
up after the moy
ment.  Some of
them, espccially
those affiliated 10
political partics,
were functioning
undcrground dur-
ing the panchayat
period.  Alrcady,
many activitics arc
taking  place.
There was a mam-
moth rally of
women organiscd
by thc All Nepa
National Women's
Forum (ANWE) in
the open air the-
atre. This is some
thing very ncw and daring in Nc;
because it had never been allowed under
the panchayat systcm.

Another programme which cre-

L

- ated quitc a scnsation in Kathmandu

was the protest against the beauty contest
and fashion show that was 1o wakc
place in a five star hotel. Women and
men organiscd by ANWF .went ahcad
with the protest programme and man-
agcd o stopit. It wasquiteachallenge
for us becausc we had 1o travel a Jong
distance to protest at 8 p.m. But we
were overwhelmed by the tum-out of
women, numbering about 100. One
good thing so far is that men helpusin
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our efforts. This particular incident
created d controversy in our society.

All Nepal Women’s Organisa-
tion called a mass rally against the
rape of an 11 year old girl by hood-
lums. In the first week of July a rally
was organised in Dharan, in eastern
Ncpal, against the escalaling prices.

About a dozen women's organisa-
tions arc actively opcrating in Ncpal
today. Most of them are affiliated to
political parties. What is missing is a
spirit of close cooperation among them.
Just as political parties are suspicious
of each other so are the various women's
organisations.

Besides these aclive organisa-
tions there are other women's organ-

isations which live on foreign dona-
tions and arrange seminars in five star
hotels - these are not at all action
oriented.

I am a member of ANWF which
does not have any party backing.
Women involved in it are mainly left
sympathisers. The president of this
organisation, Ms Pariyat, a 50 year
old, is a famous writer who has
written several novels depicting the
plight of women. We have started
Asmita, a monthly 10 page publica-
tion of poems on women and we sell it
for Re 1. Our idea is to encourage

« women lo express themselves. We are

apprehensive about women's position
in the new reformed Constitution since

complete sovereignty of the people is
not yet guaranteed. The very fact that
there is no women's representative in
the nine member Constitution Reform
Committee is a matter of concern, In
the present interim government Sha-
haraPradhan, theonly womanamongst
11 members, holds the portfolio of
commerce and industry.

_ The issue of inheritance rights is
now being raised by all women’s or-
ganisations. The latest issue of Manushi
on women's inheritance rights was
very useful for us. The interinr govern-
ment is amending the old Constitution
and women’s issues will also be taken
up.

Hence, the movement for women’s
rights in Nepal has only just begun. i

SOME "RENOWNED" POETS ON WOMEN

Drum, Savage, Sudra (untouchable class),

These are to be beaten.

- Poet Tulsi Das (India)

P

Animal and Women,

Which is main entrance to hell? - women.
. Takes to hell by their delusion.

Which is prime reason ©of evils? - wWomen.
Keep yourself away from elusion.

"Pioneer™ Poet Bhanu Bhakta (Nepal.)

-

Woman who serves husband will get heaven of joys.

= Manusrsiti (4/155)

HANWSH

33




3SNVO V

" INIZVOVIA
v NVH1 3HOW

Nmo:o : 3NOHd313l

*pz0 0L} IH130 M3IN
1-HVOVN 1vdrv 2020
‘IHSNNVW

o/
o

j,a .u..AA@;AA

;%L POHS

‘'$91J84Q!| JOf YI°9 $ pue £10Q110SqNs

?rb.;.is 10§ YIE8 § § IV 9]QEIRAR S8NSS! yoeg pus /00D ejdwes

(Aouasind |ed0| U| juajeainba 10)

8L $

8L $ ZN
8L § SNV
8L § ‘UeD
oL3

TLs

s

S 'sH
0e'sy
- ev'sd

SOLUNOD J1AL0 IV
pue|eaz maN
gleasny

epeue)

pue|bul

$81juNod
uedLIAWY UINOS PUE UBDUY
|| pUE 'S3LUN02 UBISY JAUWI0
gjue US ‘ueisiyed
‘jenpiaipu|

\

suonniisul g saueIqi
(1euuy) ubjalog

sonss| yoeq @ Adod a|jdwesg
fenpialpuy

suonnjisul g saueIq

. ‘ysepe|bueg ‘jedaN ‘eipu|
-sableyd JUaWYseoIud yueq

se | ¢ ppe asead ‘anbayo jeuossad e buipuas |l ‘'S18pi0

Aauouw jejsod puas jou 0p osea|d ‘s19QuIsQNs ubiasog -
JSn1L IYSNUER JO Bweu 8y} u! 1opio Aauow 10 }jeip
.enbay?d Aq Juds 8q pinoys Aauop "IPUlH 10 us1bug

JoYl1a ul sanss!

XIS S19A0D uondudsans v ‘6uipuny

jeuonnmnsus Aue }dagde jou $90p }] ‘SUOCHEUOP |ENPIAIPUY
pue suonduasqns Aq Ajajos padueul) s IYSNUEB,

oot

SNOILdIHOSENS




.

A+

LAXMI KARKI SPEAKS OUT

On the eleventh of February the
Student's Union of Prithvi Narayan
CampusinPokharaorganised amass
gathering to pay honour to the newly
freed Africanleader Nelson Mandelg,
and to register a protest against the’
dismissal of the three lecturers of
Prithvi Narayan Campus because of
their involvement in multiparty
political activities.

Hardly seven hundred people had
gathered at the campus premises
when the police encircled the venue
and fired teargas shells without any
provocation. When the students were
fleeing twelve or fifteen policemen
enteredin to the campus premisesin
mufti and began to beat me
indiscriminately, pulling my hair and
using foul words. They charged me
of inciting the students and
undermining the government.

Even after I told them that I was
ready to face arrest and wear
handcuffs, they continued to abuse
and beat me. When I told them 1
shall be avenged on by the people,
one police oflicer ordered one of his
mentoinsert abatoninto my genital.
But I resisted vehemently and their
attempt could not succeed. They
stopped when a policemen
intervened. They dragged me out of
my room shouting abuses and
threatening to kill everybody and
destroy everything.

During the manhandling I lost
consciousness and when I came toin

D.S.P. Office I found that my sari
was torn and I was half naked. One

H’Q (&b\“-e'l‘fb\
( 107 -?OPH(LRB

police was
pulling me
from the
front and
anotherwas
pushing me
from
behind. In
s uch
desperate

felt thirsty
and spontaneously asked for water.
"Give some urine to this slut”, a
callous voice vaguely ringed in my
ear. I shut up. They forced me to
climb down but I could not.

At that point a police van arrived
andIwaspushedinsideit. They took
me to DSP office and asked my name
and address. There were many other
student activists also. In the
meanwhile some policemenincluding
some female cops arrived and
showered me withnew abuses. When
Itried to rebut I got more abuse as a
consequence.

Towards 6:30 p.m. I was handed
over a detention paper under Public
Security Act. When they gave me
detention order there were two
teachers, one businessman and two
students.I wastaken from CDOoffice
through military barrack to the
prison. They transferred me to the
prison at 9:00 pm. There,I wasgiven
second class food. We demanded for
first class food but they gave us
Mansuliriceinstead of fine rice which
we were entitled to get. On the 18th
of February twoof my female friends

Vol 2 Mo.tt, Sepf. 1990

situation I.

came tosee me.l had not been allowed
to see anyone before that. We were
deprived of newspapers and any
outside information. When we saw
any Qutsiders we used to greet them
but after two days we began to be

detained in our rooms.

They had detained us in the
kitchen in order to prevent us from
agitating. They kept a mute girl and
a mad woman with us. We had to go
out to the open gutter to pass water.
Whenever we came out the policemen
used to tease us. We had toshare the
same water tap with the cops which
meant frequent harassment by them.
We lodged a complaint to the jailor
but to no avail. When we began to be
detained all the time, we tried to get
the peons to open the door for us but
nobody came to open it and we were
forced to pass water with in our own
room. Our friends used to bring food
for us from outside, but they did not
give it to us.

When police atrocities went on
increasing we were forced to put up
resistance. We contacted with the
friends in male wards and informed
that the policemen were misbehaving
with us. Hearing that political
prisoners mounted on the roofs and
began shouting slogans against the
ill-treatment. Miss Chandra Kumari
Gurung and I also joined in the

slogans. When we had shouted

slogans for sometime abandof nearly
100 policemen came and shoved down
the agitators from the roof. We
showed black flags andlodged protest
but the prison authority took no
action whatsoever. The jail doctor of
course game me medicine. The DSP
came to visit the jail but he did not do
anything to change the situation.

Onthemorningof27thofChaitra
DSP called me out. He congratulated
me and told me that I had various
cases against me. He suggested me
to report to the office of CDO or the
Zonal Commissioner if they caught
me. "1 am sorry”, "I beg apology”, he
said. :

Before that Nepal Television had
taken my interview on 25th of
Chaitra. They forcibly made me stand
before the camera. The Nepal
Television distorted what I had said
&2d tried to deceive the people.
However 1 openly showed my
rescntment and stood my ground. I
am happy thatI have come back-into
the warm embrace of the people
because of their heroic struggle. 1

.owe them my deepest gratitude.

HR/ 8




Beauty

Kathmandu, Junc 16 (RSS):
Strong opposition by lhc

All N¢ en's
orum (ANNWF) and various

other disputes disrupted a
bcauty contest which was heing
organized here yesicrday by
Image Boutique.

Prior 10 thc contest last
évcning a mass of people
converged at Kathmandu Hotel
at the call of ANNWF.

They carried placards which
read “exposing the body in the
name of democracy is vulgar,”
“women arc nol objecis of
enicriainment,” “beauty is nol
in the. body but in the mmd
cic.

A plastic mndcl
representing a typical Nepali
woman was also exhibited by
the protesters.

ANNWF general sccrotary
Pamfa Bhusal, and Hisila Yami,
addressing the mass condemned
the beauly contest as very
hazardous cspecially al a time
+when a movement is on for the
rights of Nepalesc women.

Following the proiest. the
bcauty contest organizer and
hcad of Image Boutiguic issued a
written statement pledging not
to organize such coniests in lhc
future.

. The protesiors were calmed .
down after Bharat Pracad Joshi

Protest Stops 14,
Contest

on bchaH of the Holel
Management slso  pave @
wrillen statement pledging not
1o organize such programme in
the future.

The organizers had 10
announce the closing of the
programme afier some others’
created disturbance raising,
arguments against the hcamy
contest.

Talkn.ng to journalists “after
announcement, oOrganiscr
Pramila_ Acharva said that it was

profession o dcsign
garments for women.

Similar programmes had
already been organised thrice

by her in Kathmandu and that
the programme aimed 1o show |

samples of clothes but not to
expose women's body or bring
d\srcpule to Nepali ulllurc

Shc explained that she was
unable to cancel the beauty
contest programme planned ¢
four months ago with just 12
hours'notice.

Eleven girls were to display
twenty-two  designs  of
garments at the programme
sponsored by Thai
International and Coca-Cola.

Two hundred. tickets had
alrcady becén sold Tor the 45-
minule programme. it is leamnt.

.
L

- NOTICE

The organisers of “MS 2047 EASHION FLASH® 90" regret
the inconvenience caused to all patrons for the cancellation
of the programme due to rcasons beyond our control.
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LETTERS

“Shocking Disgrace

The show-down that took |

placc outside Hotel Kathmandu
on Friday, June 15 hy women
‘who claimed 1o be communists
wvas shocking and disgraceful.
Fashion shows are nothing new
1o the Nepalese people, and
several such showt have al-
rcady taken place in the past.
. The only ncw thing about the
show that was 10 be organised
"by Image Boutique was that one
‘of the girls was 10 be chosen as
Ms. 2047, A -title of _Ms

of Nepal Telévision was one of
the judges. But we were ap’
*palled to waich the NTV broad-
cast of the completely one-
$ided news in favour of the
protestors.

The protesting grm'.:h was
shouting all sorts of slogans,
dincluding those ugainst women
participating in such shows.
What are. women expected io

’ do? Just stay home and cnok? If

fashjon shows are 10 be

ourism was also 10 he dccidcc'!:‘ stopped. so should Nepali

he winners of these titles

~ would have been sent 10 Spain

and haly 1o represent Nepal in

. LY T
tourism activitics there. The
gitls "Wére going to be Judged

on the basis of their wil,
intelligence, personality and
beauty.

All of ys .irls wha were par-

ticipating come from re-

‘speclable families. We ob-

movies or maybe men should
dress up as 'women o take the
place of aciresses. Then there
shouldn’t be female signers ei-
ther. Suppose all our fcmale
doctors, executives. 1cachers
and other working women of
different sectors stan slaying
home. What will the state of
our country then be?

1l the kind of rowdyism that

tained permission 1o partici- ook place outside the venue of
pate from our parents. The the fashion show is allowed 10
clothes to be modclicd were continue and those involved al-

very deceni—ordinary casual lowéd to get away with it no .

wear and cvening wear for €itizen can fecl safe.

‘summer. Nonc of the dresses We demand that this matter
were vulgar in sny sensc. The be seriously looked into and.
- sccusation that we were being justice donc. Insicad of work-
exploited is sheer nonsense. ing together, women seem
We wouldn't have participated  more interested 1o fight each
if we felt we werc heing ex-  other. What we cannot under-
ploited. If wearing a skirt stand is how could these women

means cxploitation then we

. wonder what dresses the women
of Nepal should wear from now
on.

A prerequisite for develop-
nient is that we should be aware
of the happenings around the
world today. Fashion shows
and bcauty contests are events
that  pcople keenly ook
forward w. Even countrics like

the Soviet Union and Poland’

have suricd hosting  such
events. .

‘Nepal Telcvision had come

; t0 record the show we were par- ,
‘ﬁcipaling in. In faci. the chiel Ksthmandu

wrongly humilisic
women. If this group is_jn fact
so concerned shout safcguard-
ing the honour of Ncpalese

women, why don't they go 1o -
red-light arcas sbroad where a.

sizeable number of Ncpalese

women are being forced 10 sell- -

their honour.

We hope all readers of this
newspaper will understand ‘us. -

and help us in our cfforis 1o
clear the wrong
Jevelled against us.

Particlpants nf-"l-‘uh‘l-o'n :
“lash ‘90" -

other

sccusations °°

Fundamental

Rights -
Violated /970

Kathmandu, June 22 (RSS):

Miss Pramila Acharya, pro-
prietress of the Image Boutique,
sddressing a press meet here
Wednesday claimed that” her
fundamental ‘rights had been
violated by the All Nepal
National Women's Forum
which orgenized a protest
agsainst a beauty contest and:
prevented it from going ahead.

She described the protest
and allegations made against
her as totally illegal, baseless
and fabricated.

" In answer 1o a question she
said she is going to court.

She also displayed 22 dress
varieties which she was going
to display at the beauty contest
last Friday. i

The dresses priced Rs. 250/-
to 2000/- per piece look sober
enough. .
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Remanded
] Butwal, Junc 27 (RSS):*

;d:ilionll judge
ahadur Shahi has re
Dhm:dBahldur. one r:;ngstei
. arested on the char f

The other four accus‘:dowi,l’l.g:e.
released on bail. )
ShTh;y slre
-Shrestha, Sajakpratap Sha
yuahabxr Gurung an Dalsinky;ﬂ

n.
L —All five implicated in the'
prime are employees of the tax
- post ot the Butwal industrial es-
tate in Butwal municipality.

";‘hey. have .}vecn charged
1th raping 8 17 year old girl
on May 27. The gitl was ukﬂg

s drink of water at the industrial,
ares where two of the accused | -

blindlolded her and ook her to

Rupandehi district court
Dambar

Bhupeﬁdra.

le s,

8 nearby forest where all five |

gang raped her, it is stated.

Police arresied the five
filed 2 case at the district couu:
after women working at the in--
dustrial estate agitated for ac
Bion against the accused, ‘l'l'u.'y.l
complctely blocked highway
transporiation and surrounded

:Ihe tax post.

» —
-
- 4
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LETTERS 5500

Vulgar Or

1 was shocked to read the

lctter by the “Participants of
Fashion Flash ‘90" (TRN, Junc

21, 1990) -in which they

atiempted to defend their show.

Women should always be

respected and when 1 say this |

recall the saying, “The guds are
happy where® womch. arc
respected.” v

Our hard-won dcmucracy

docs not mean that people can
transgress the limits prescribed
by our socicty. We ,should
always remain within the
perimeters of our socicty. | was
tather puzzied by the
participants’ atiempt o defend
beauty contests and fashion
shows as pre-requisites for the

P -

V'ir"tu

-authorities

ous?

development of the country. To

be sure, development is in our

encrgetic and able hands,
creative and good brain, and
pure and honest heart.

The participants claim that
the dresses which were 10 be
used in the show were casual
dresses. Dresses that people do -
not prefer 1o wear out in the
open can hardly be called
“casual wear.”

Lastly, 1 Hope . the
concerned  will
realise the ncgative cffects of.
such activities -and 1take
sppropriaic mcasures. .

Pramesh Prasad Pradhan
Jyatha, Thamel. :

Ksthmandu . e

. The recemt protest al
Kathmandu Hotcl against the
fashion show that was 1o be
held there was unfortunate,
unnccessary and undemocratic.
It appears that the protestors
lacked a ¢lear undersianding
about the purpusc of such
shows. We have waiched muny
fashion shows at home and
abroad. In such shows, the
audicnce is engrossed in the
designs and styles ol the
dresses displayed by the models
and not at all inicrested in the
bodies of the models
themsclves. Besides, the main
purpose of holding a fashion
‘show is to promote sales of
dresses of laiest designs and
‘styles. .

If the proicitors are
genuinely concerncd aboul
exposure of the female body,
then there are many things

around the Capital "that may

appear vulgar 10 them; for
instance, the sight of females
of all ages in bikinis by the
swimming pools, the erotic.
carvings snd symbols of
fentility in our temples, and all
the advertisements -with our
famous screen arlistcs Over.
television, among others. .
. The protestors do.not havé
to preach to the public that
beauty is not in the body but is
in the mind. This is a rather
obsoletc form of thought. If the
protestors had sny political
motive that evening. then we
would like W suggest them 10
work towards rescuing the
innumerable Ncpalese women
in brothcls abroad. This would
be more worthwhile than
protesting & fashion show.
_ Pavitra Tamang snd
Friends
Ncw Road, : .
Kathmandu . : “
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inevitable. History has proved
that the world cannot stay as it
began, and Nepal, though a
small Himalayan kingdom,
cannot be an exception.

. What is fashion sand what is
the influence of fashion in
today's world? What began as
to protect the human body from
nature has eventuallyfdeveloped
into an art. Fashion 1¢ 4h art, &
continuous progrgés,'o human
aspiration. The inflow of
fashionable garients from all
over the world has proved that
women of wday have the right
to dress up to their interest and
conveniehce. T

Inspite of changes, yes, we
are living in & male dominated
society, as Ms. Hisila Yami
says (24 June TRN). But in the
{ name of fighting for justice and
equal rights for women,
protestors challenged the
norms of democracy, in the
most undemocratic way, on 15
June at Kathmandu Hotel,
-] which was witnessed by 300
people. The people who staged
the protest came o my boutique
on 315t Jestha and demanded
that I stop my programme, thus
giving me 11 houri notice.
Secondly, they compelled me
to sign a paper, which
mentioned that I would not be
‘conducting similar prc
grammes, ‘which was witnessed
‘by press people, audience and
-guests. .
Ms. 2047 Evening was
publicly’announced in the print
‘media, four months before the
programme date and was a
publicly accepted programme.
It specifically mentioned Image
Boutighe's fashion collection
of 1990. We had decided to give
the Ms 2047—Lady of the Year
title to one of the participants,
based on her intelligence,
‘confidence and personality. Is

Undemocratic?

Change in any society is that supposed .to be an

exploitation or an incentive to
young women? Is it breaking
the lsw to have the
combination of brains and
beauty? If this can be defined as
exploitation, then what about
the children who were made 1o

participate in the rally? Is it
not_a crime to exploit human

minds at such a tendef age, not

knowing what the csuse was. In

the name of emancipation for

women are we not going back
to a bygone era as to “how a

women should be attired?”

Yes, I am for beauty contest
~which is based on her concept,
says Hisila Yami in TRN dated
24 June. What about a
designer's concept of Ms
2047, which never came to the
public? Did she or the public
get to discover my concept,
design values on designing?
Beauty does lie in the art of
dressing up and my art is
designing. and creating
women's wear, or in the name
of* protecting exploitation of
women should men be attired in
women's wear too? :

. If democracy means not

beirig entitled to pursue one’s

career, then the idea of

democracy ceases to exist in

the minds of the Nepalese

citizens. Is it democratic to

impose one's views so

undemocratically? If entering a

private boundary, intimidating

the organiser, compelling her

1o stop the programme is not a

sabotage of my human right,

then it betrays the definition of
democracy. It definitely is.
going to take s long time for
women 1o realize and exercise

real democracy and equal rights

for themselves. .

. Pramlla )\cbarbyn
Image Boutique, '
Kathmandu
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1 was at the protest against -
the beauty contest that was to
be held at a local hotel recently
with my four-year-old daughter
on my shoulders: | am offned.ed
by the organiser Ms. Pr’mxh
Acharya’s accusation in 8
weekly paper that my daughter
was used for adverse publicity
against the contest.

I was at the protest because I
would rather appreciate that my
daughter value education, read
useful books and creatively try
1o solve the bigger problems in

designer cosmetics, clothes and
jewellery from New York and
Paris. My children need not be.
obsessed with stylish clothes.
Ms. Acharys claimed that

there was nothing wrong with
what she was doing because she
designs “modest” looking
clothes. 1 do not care How

" | people dress. T am worried that

my daughter’s conception _of
what people should Jook like
and live for will be manipulated
for the profit of others. Beauty
contests make people compete
according to preconceived
notions of what women should
look like. They deny the more
important beauty which is
inside the person and in what

the world than think about -

A Proud Protestor

they can do with taeir lives.

In her statements, Ms.
Acharya only talked about a
fashion show. WEkat about the
sdvertisement in TRN that said
“more than just a fash!
show™ and “selecting Ms.
Nepal 20477 If she really cared
about Nepali woraen, she could
have received hes ideas from
them instead of ixporting the
obviously alien designs also
implicd by the Eusiration in
the advertiscmenz. She said that
she would lose s four month
investment if she stopped the
show, but the show would have
affected people fior their entire
lives. Furthermore. most of us:
could not have afforded the Rs.
199 admission charge, even
with the “complmnentary beer..
much less the clothes. lt_ is
important that these alien
influences be swopped before
these become. emdemic here. 1
brought my danghier in protest
because 1 wanted ber to leamn
integrity and mot be dece |
by flashy buwi negalve
publicity. And I mm proud that |
did so.

. Kiras Shrestha
Galko Pako,

Kethmandu
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LETTERS

]N vour editorial of Mw
28, 1990 entitled “The Ignored
Hall.™ you arguc that while “no
onc would grudge women
forming associations  or
organizations. .., {womcen)
should, as cqual paniners 1o,

h .
development efforts.... realise

that the nation can ill-afford 10
-he  hogged  down  with
contentious  issucs.” You
suggest that women can
“avoid” this contention hy
viecting “qualified women”
from their women's
organizations, who arc. “10,
parley vith the concerned
“uthorities. for. (women's)

aplifiment.”
First. you assumc as the

hasic of your argument a
situation that simply docs not
cxist. There is no way that you
can truthfully assert that
women have been and are “equal
partners.” Women arc equal
neither in  property and
inheritance. in domestic and
political decision making, in
the conirol of their bodies, in
cducation, nor cven
constitutionally in Nepalese,
citizenship. From a logical
ipoint ‘of view a false
.:uumplmn makes
srpument false.

about what you rcfer 10 as
“contentious issucs.” Is it that
women want to balance an
imhalanced order? Is it that
- hey no longer want to suffer
from the resulis of decisions

over the lives of their
communitics, familics and

themselves from which they
were excluded? Is it that they
sre tlired of wifc battering,
dowry murders, rapc and lcss

because norms prevent them

problems with their wives? Of
endemic rural ipdebtedness and

consent, but which cxact the
greatest hardship on the lives
of women and children? Of
cocrcive economic dependence

relatives? Of the effects of
declining  productivity,
deforestation, ‘social
hreakdown and environmental
collapse  in  Ncpal
worldwide?

the ©

Sccond, vou arc unclear -

violent forms of repression? Of -
hushands driven o sleoholism

from sharing dcecisions and .

ahsentee  landlordism _ into _
which thcy have hccp
contracted withoul their

on hushands and other male

and '

On The Other Half ¢

their male relatives have been
stuck with them, and not
hecsuse, [inally thank god,
women arc trying to address
them hefore it is 0o late for all
human heings. To “avoid them®
with snother thirty years of
parliamentarianism, as you in
cssence suggest, is tantamount
to saying that penple, should
also have never pgotten
involved in the “pcople’s
movement.” Where, by the
way, arc the “women's
representatives™  on  the

“.committee?

constitution drafting
Women  and
thinking men dre not creating
“contentious  issues”™ by
organizing themselves. they
arc trying to solve them.

! Third, women have a right
land intcrest in addressing these
iconicnlious issucs. not simply
‘beecasuse  they have “been
making valuable contributions
for overall’ development (n
dubious word), especially in
agricultural, hcalth sn
educational scctors,” as you
.grant to them, hut because
“throughout history women
have had the most central and
Tcast recognized tolc in all
aspects of the production and
reproduction of

the nition biologically and
socially through their labour.
They bear, give hirth 1o, and
raisc cach generation of
children. They carry the double
burden and double job of
.nurturing snd maintaining the

work{orce in the home. and of
labouring as part of it outside

the houce in the ficlds.offices

and facleries. - .
With the development of

property as a hasis of socicty,,
power came from the exclusion

of groups of socicty from -

sccess to property. not of
inclucion into & wider
community. n
ceniral role in reproduction of
the socicty. & hasic means of

cexclusion was to _rvestricl
inheritance to the patrileage hy

culling wocen l'rnm‘n;hls in -

thcir parti—and matrileages,
which cffectively cut women
from rights in society. It is no

surprisc that the ‘greatesi
idcological repression  of
women, conscquently, s

among the properticd classes—

I Thesc Tssucs ~ are
conicnlious, it is because
women, their children, and

-names).

socicty. °
© Women reproduce socicty and

-

-wages  -with
‘. justification that they did not

uc to women's -

-

high castes,  aristocracies, and

bourgcoisic—while  the
cconomic  bhurden  of this
repression falls on the poorest.

The most  widespread
systématic  repression  of
women  appeared  in 19th

century Victorian Furope. with
the rice of a new form of
organization of ownership
represented by the appearance
of monopoly capitalism.
Hundreds of family organized
businesses  were -heing
consolidated into  .single
corporations, such as General
Electric Company, Shell Oil
Company, Hocchst. and US.
Steel (0 pive a few familiar
Family organized
business was fighting for its
life, and conscquently the
repression of women that was
st ils hasis reached its extreme,
Freud - dcveloped  his
peychological theories on the
basis of studics of the extreme
psychological | damagce
experienced by middle class
Viennese women due 10 this
repression. The dowry murders,

bogus  suicides., and the
resurpence of suttee  arc
symptoms  of  the full

maturation of the samc process
in the subcontinent.

Although the lower class
women could not sfford the
luxury of psychiatrists,
especially of the siature of
Freud, an cven greater burden
was forced on them. The
vulnerable position of women
and children was used to force
down individual wages and the
share of the product going the
workforce in gencral. Women
and children were thrown into
the mincs, mills, and other
labour intensive industrics,
working forl obscencly low
the spurious

have families to support, when
in fact it was their desperation
that brought them to work
under such miscrable
conditions. This process is

now being repeated with the

cxpansion of trans-national
corporations  into | the
developing or, more correctly,
the “dc-industrialized” world
{sincc countrics such as Nepal
ueed o produce all their own
manuflactures). Women and
ather vulnecrable clements of

the global population are being -

recruited  into  the textile,
clectronic and other [actorics 1o
drive down the high wages and
destroy the powerful labour
organizations ‘in thc United
States and Europe. .

Existing ideologics. such as

‘nf religion_and scicnee, have
heen  twisted: from  their

historical context and emptied
of their content 1o further
repress women, often with the
willing assistance’ of priests
and inicllectuals. Wiiness the
orthodox religious inspired
anti-ahortion movement in the
United States  and  the
resurgence of purdah and suttee
in Asia. The division of men
and women is being used to
place populations across the
giobe against each other as
ncver hefore experienced in
world history. The women's
movement is onc aspect of a
growing global consciousness
that is crossing the old
divisions to unitc women and
men across the world 1o save it.

It is not surprising that
sincc women have creaied and

* nurtured socicty, they have the

dcepest commitment 1o revive
and save it. After secven
thousand ycars of the most
univertal and intiment division
and estrangement  of onc halfl
of humanity against the other-
hall, a division which has heen
incorporated into all
subscquent  divisions and
cstrangements—ol city agaifsl
countryside, casie againsi
caste, class against clacs, and
now a truly intcrnational
division of lahour—it is time
to end this ill-begotien
experiment. H is lime that half
of all chikiren are no longer
from binth doomed to bhe

.yepressed, and that the other

halfl arc doomed to repress. The
division of.man against woman
which it at the basis of all
other divisions, must be ended
in order to end the division of
human against human. The
stakes are the future of the
planct. Thus., women and
thinking men have decided that
it is time that women and men

. organizc and participate equally

“For.”
“ic this not what
e

n reshaping the world.
quoting you,
democracy is all abon™”

Jamuna Shre<tha and

) S%E%hen Mikesel]
P.0O. Box

Kathmandu
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Women-Trafficking

s Prakash Kafes

Prakesh Kafle is one of the leading human rights acti\_r,ifst in Nepal. He
is associsted with anumber of voluntary organisations. He is currently
the General-Secretary of Forum for Protection of Human Rights.

Humsan Rights couldbegen-
erally defined as those rights which
are inherent in our nature and
without which we cannot live as
human beings.

Human Rights and fundamental
freedoms allow us to fully develop
and use our human qualities, intel-
ligence, talents and our conscience
and to satiefy our spiritual and
other needs. They are based on

mankind’s increasing demand for-

a life in which the inherent dignity
and worth of each human being
will receive reepect and protection.

The ebove wishes of the United
Nations exprees its willingness to
work egainst the inhuman activi-
ties such as woman trafficking,
prostitutions and so on. In Asia es-
pecially Theilend, South Korea, the
Philippines and Nepal are known
&s woman trafficking areas. There
iz no doubt that this problem is
linked with the socio-economicsitu-
ation of a particular country and
besides the government attitude,
people’sawareness, NGOz role also
cannot be excluded from this prob-
lem.

The exact figure of Nepali prost-
tute in India cannct be fixed, but
even then a rough estimate puts
the number at more than a hundred
thousand female children and
women that are engaged in brothel
houses of different parts of India.
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In some parts of Nepal women
trafficking hasbecome a part of the
culture. In fact when I visited the
northern part of Makwanpur dis-
trict I have been witness to a
mother’s chiding of her daughter
thus: “What to do with you? Your
face is not at all beautiful and now
you cannot be admitted in brothel
houses in India”,

Nepali prostitutes in India are not
organised and very few non gov-
ernment tal organisations are pay-
ing interest to this matter. It is
rather difficult to work among them
and the problem is also compli-
cated. We have very little informa-
tion about the Nepali prostitutes
inIndia. Althoughsorne NGOshave
done research in Nepal on this
subject and newspapers have also
been reporting this problem, get-
ting first-hand information, work-
ing with them, rescuing and organ-
iging them has not been worked out
as yet. The Asian Task Force meet-
ing in Chiangmai, Bangkok paid a
greet deal of attention to this
subject and the NGOs that were
participating in that meeting de-
cided to work in this field. In Ne-
pal, the Forum for Protection of
Human Rights (FPHR) has also
decided to look into the problem of
women trafficking .

In December 1886, a demonstra-
tion was jointly organised by
*Asahaya Tiraskrit Nari Sangh"”
and “Samyukta Nepali Sat-
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yashodhak Pidit Mahila Sangh”in
Bombay. About 800 Nepali prosti-
tutes who held a peaceful demon-
stration demanded an end to the
alleged police atrocities against
them, issuance of license or iden-
tity caredsfree health care facili-
ties in Red Light Areas and estab-
lishment of Rehabilitation Centres.
Since then no news has emerged
about such an organised demon-
stration in India. But one Nepali
woman who had returned from the
brothel saidin the following terms:

Give freedom toour men, give them
land and green fields. Land and
green fields alone will contain these
girls Nothing else can.”

The above sentence lhOWl' the
sensitivity of the problem, and the
society’s‘response.

Regarding this problem His Maj-
esty’s Government has not shown
any concern to stop woman traf-
ficking and rehabilitate them.Asa
result the number of such women
is increasing and girls are disap-
pearing from different places. Many
women &re conned by brokers and
at times without realising they fall
intothe trap. Some individuals and
groupsare alsoactivelyinvolvedin
abducting young women from Ne-
pal. Most of the Nepali woman are
sold in Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi,
Kanpur and Madras One research
conducted by a NGO mentions that
in Sonagachi, Calcutta one the




than 40% prostitutes are Nepal-

ise. These Nepali girls according
to them are sold for Rs.3000/- to
Rs. 1000/- Except for two meals
and Rs.b/- per day they receive
nothing. Generally they are not
well looked after. Rather if they
get sick they are kicked out as they
become useless for sex purposes.

Here I want to cite two true stories
that may sound strange to you.
Nevertheless they are true.

Would you believe that lust for
money can even Jead & husband to
~ sell his own wife? This }s the story
of Mrs. Sita Banjara of Kushadevi
Village Panchayat of Kavre dis-
trict.

Mrs. Banjara who was sold by her
own husband has been freed from
abrothel on January 8 of this year
with the help of Middle East Re-
* gional Committee of All India
Emigrant Nepali Association. She
was sold by her husband, Dev
Sharau Banjara at Shree Durga
Das Mitra Street Block No-15 F of
Sonagachi, Calcutta for ten thou-
sand Indian Rupees. She said in
her statement, “Twelve years agol
was married to Dev Sharau who
lives in Subba village panchayat,
Owing to his family’s injustices
and misbehavior [ stayed at my
parent’s place. Meanwhile when 1
happened to know that my hus-
band got married with another
women, I registered a petition at
Dhulikhel District Court. Lateron
we were reunited. After a short
while my husband proposed a tour
of Calcutta. At first I declined to
go, but later on I could no longer
resist . I reached Patna with my
husband. From Patna we went to
Asansol and stayed in Geeta Chet-
tri and Sanu Gurung’s room. Mr.
Sanu Gurung took me to Sonagac-
chi I could not know where my
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-to me that ] had been sold. When 1

would not comply to get involved in
brothe) affairs, I was tortured and
compelled to do 80,”

The second story is of a woman 20/
22 years old, from the hills innocent
in the ways of the world built of
medium size, normal complexion
who had to go through the pangs
and tortures of a brothe] along with
her small kid.

The woman we are talking about is
Radha Bishwakarma. Radha got
married to Chakra Bahadur in
February 1985. As the family de-
pended on agriculture rather than
carpentry, the elderly carpenter
separated the land for his eldest
son and daughter-in-law, after their
marriage and also built a cottage
for them adjacent to their original
house. Radha says that they do not
have their own land as the land
they cultivate belongs to a land-
lord and their house is built on no-
man's land.They were facing diffi-
culty in coping with their dailyneeds
with the earnings from their land
and labour.It transpired from what
Radha said that their hardlife gave
rise to conflict,misunderstanding
and quarrels.Life was going on like
this. Later a baby girl was born.
Now Chakra had a hard time in
looking after the family,so he
started looking for a job.

Inthe meantime a strange Bhramin
turned upin the land where Chakra
and his younger brother were work-
ing .It was on June 20,1989.That
Bhramin introduced himself as the
nephew of Kafle and an old acquain-
tance of an elderly Thakuri.He also
mentioned that he was working as
a guard at the depot of Iron bars
brought for some construction work
in the village.Eventually he was
instrumental in selling Radha to a
brothel in Delhi. Chakra escorted

this broker to the Thakuri’s place.
Thekuri ran a shop that sold
liquor,meat and cigarettes iln the
village,.The Thakuri was highly
hospitable to the broker by serving
him meat and drink.The broker
addresed Thakuri as Didi (elder
sister) He wanted to take & bath
and Chekra was asked by Thakurj
to take him to the bathing place.
Thebrokerthensaid,”l haverfounc
anice job of guardin Dang(Western
Nepal) A living rom has also been
kept intact.] have arrived here
because a man asked me tofind out
a job for him.But you look quite
miserable.Come elong if you in-
tend to get a job. Take your wife
and daughter along with you. But
don’t disclose it to others. If dis-
closed, you won't get the job. Thit
naturally enkindled a new hope for
the hapelpless Chakra, who wa:
looking for a job. But he did not
agree to bring his wife and daugh-
ter on the same day. Chakra kept
on sitting at Thankuri's till the
broker had finished bathing anc
eating. When Radha arrived witl
meal, she did not see Chakra there,
so she went to Thakuri’s to sec
Chakra.

In the course of their conversation
the broker tried to flatter Chakra
He said “] am also doing a job there
andgetting three thousandrupees
If you bring your wife along witt
you, she would cook for us. Thi:
way could earn a lot”. ’

On 24 June, 1889 Chakra with the
consent of his family, accompaniec
the broker to Dang. But the broke:
did not take him there. They staye:.
at some one’s house for three days
In the meantime the broker suc-
ce¢ded in persuading Chakra t.»
take his wife. On 26 June, 198t/
Chakra reached home around 1
p.m. in an intoxicated state Radh:
was chatting with her mother-in-
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law inside the original house. Eve-
rybody was stunned tohear thathe
had come to take away Radha.
When he became insistant Radha
hadnochoice but toacceptit. Later
in the night they sneaked out.of the
house without letting anybody
know it. Little did Radha realise
what was in store for her. Radha
narrates thisincidentin e pathetic
manner. They reached Delhi by
train on June 30. They got out of
the railway station and the broker
took them to a room. The broker
rang up someone and asked Radha
to stay with the baby, while they
went out to Jook for job. A moment
later & beautiful young girl ap-
peared smilingly . She took Ra-
kha’s daughter into her lap affec-
tionately, Radha was given Kurta
and Salwar to wear. Later they
made her take off her “Pote” telling
herthat it was not the custom there.

could not be taken off solong as her
husband was alive. It was forcibly
taken away from her and she was
taken to another place. Radha was
astonished to see only girls. When
she wasteased by oth.ers, she asked
them to take her back to the previ-
ous place. They then started to
abuse and beat. Suddenlyit dawned
on Radha, that the place was a
brothel.

Radha was subjugated to the life of
a prostitute since June 80. Finally,
Radha had to yield to protect her-
self and her child. This life lasted
until 20 August 1989. She man-
aged to escape from hospital on
Sept 4 with the help of All India
Emigrant Nepalese Association.
Radha was sold for seven thousand
rupees by the broker. Her child
was kept quiet by administering
sedative drugs. Frequent quarrels

titutes at the brothel. They were
paid only for their make-up. They
were not allowed to got out alone
exceptunderstrict supervision. The
business hours were between 10
AM to 12 P.M. Most of the prosti-
tutes were Nepali including the
guards and cooks. But they were
not allowed to speak thh the pros-
titutes.

L]
Sita and Radha are the few lucky
ones toescape from the viciouscircle
of women trafficking. Every day
newspapers report of one more
trafficker being held and charged
guilty on this account. But is it
enough just to simply hold such
peopleindetention? The malaise is
deep and intricately woven with
the poverty that aboundaGod alone
knows how many more unlucky
Bitas and Radhas even at this
moment are doing their rounds for

Radha protested by saying that jt broke out among the 50 to 60 pros- no fault of their own.
UNHCR TO R TO
NEPAL

After a long absence, the United -

Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees is returping, to Nepal,
following the sgreement of t.he.
Nepal government. -

. The UNHCR was involved in
the resettlement of Tibetan refugees
in Nepal in the 1960s, but it closed
its office in the early 1970s, as
more pressing refugee problems
elsewhere demanded  attention.
There remains
_ Tibetan refugees in Nepal, many
'Eng in very difficult conditions.

The Tibetans are hopeful that
UNHCR may once more, “in its
quiet and diplomaric way, be able
to intercede on their behalf.
Publicly, the Nepalis are permitting
UNHCR to come in for the pur-
pose of assisting refugees from Iran
apd Afghanistan. However, these
are very few when compared to the
number of Tibetans.

" Diplomatic sources suggest the
international community revived its
concern after Nepal insisted on
forcibly repatriating 26 escapers

TIBETAN REVIEW DECEMBER 1989

at Jeast 15,000

from Tibet last year,. They were |
.given, handcuffed, into the cirstody l
.of :Chinese wfficials, for a fue [
unknown. ?

Persistent  reports from she ;
mountains of Nepal .suggest that '

any escapers who cross into Nepal

rare firstly robbed by Nepali police

of all their savings, and then for-
cibly repatriated, -or, if they ‘are
Tuckly, are left penniles to walk as

- best they can,%o refuge in India, if

they can evade further imterrogation

at the mnumerable Nepeli police

checkposts along the route.

For Tibetans hopmgloukeqp
‘geligious life, it .is necessary 8o
escape Tibet. Once they are across
the border into Nepal, their trou-
bles, far from being ower, are .only
beginning. Perbaps it is in tacit
secognition  of the .mamy abuses,
unscen by the .outside world, that
the UNHCR n;oquw&ly make its
presence Ielt, N
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THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
AND
CHILD LABOUR

Mr. Gouri Pradhan is the Co-ordinator of
Dhital its Associate Member.

1987. It is concerned with the rights and welfare of Nepali children. It has been advocating

Child Workers In Nepal (CWIN) and Ms. Rupa

CWIN is a social action group which was founded in January

forthe basic rights of Nepali children while at the same time building up awareress among the
people to fight against the exploitation of children in general and child labour in particular.
It has also conducted several research and survey in areas where children are most exploited

and their rights violated.

Case studies:

‘I slaved in that house for four
years. One of my relatives brought
me here promising me to send me
to School but she put me at her
master’s house as a servant on con-
dition that they pay a monthly wage
, of Rs. 150. Even after 4 whole years
they have neither given me my
wages nor have arranged a single
thing for my study. I have studied
upto six grade in my own village
and my precious four years are just
wasted being a servant to mother.
I'had not come here to earn money
as my home condition is okay So I
finally decided to go back home. 1
asked for my wage from the master
but my mistress got mad and im-
mediately drove me out of the house
beating me like anything. With
nowliere to go I went to my rela-
tive’s place who had brought me
here. She is working in my mis-
tress’s sister’s house. She gave me
not only shelter but also sympathy
and even took my side. But the
shameless and callous mistress
didn’t hear her and threw a bucket-
ful of boiling water over me. The
other day I went to the local police
station KUPONDOL , and filed a
report against her The Head Con-
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stable of the Police Station took me
there again. In front of him I was
beatenand the Head constable just
stood watching all these things in
silence. Now tell me where am I to
go for justice ?°

This is & painful story of a young
girl named KALPANA KHATI-

WADA from OKHALDHUNGA:

district. According to her she used
to work for Raju Tuladharin Patan.
She said “T am exploited so much.
They made me work for four years
Jjust deceiving me.” Even laws and
police are silent in front of me. Isn't
there anybody to punish such ex-
ploiters?

AMIT MAHARIAN is a street
beggar Aneight year old small boy,
his skin is covered with dark
patches and wounds He remem-
bers that the evening when his
mother asked him to wait for her as
she went to look for rice The water
was boiling and he waited. Night
came, he still waited but hismother
didn't come back She never did
The next day his neighbours told
him that she had eloped.

Amit had a already lost his father
and little sister. They never owned
ahouse and sleptin a “pati®- an old
type of religious shelter near the

temples. His father had been ac-
cused of stealing idols from the
temple nearby Immediately after
his release, he died. His younger
sister was already dead when his
father came home.

Amit, an abandoned child, joined
the others like him in the streets
and become a beggar The more
tragic reality than this plight of his
isthathe couldn't get admission in
any of the government run orphan.
ages and homes when Child Work-
ers in Nepal (CWIN) tried to admit
him in those places PASANG
SHERPAisa“KHATE”-local slang
for reg pickers. He is 18 years old
andhasbeensurvivingonragpick-
ing for about § years now. Five
Years ago, a mere 8 year old boy, he
_ran away from his home, in SO-
LUKHUMBU, a mountainous vil-
Jlage near Mt. Everest where he
lived with his father, step mother
and sisters Life was real hard at
home having to carry heavy bur-
dens on the shoulder and sharp
blows of the step mother on the
head. Moreover the glittering at-
traction towards city was always
in his mind.

In Kathmandu, he was first em-
ployed as a Kanchha in a local res-
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taurant where life was even more
difficult than at home and the
cruelty of his master was more than
he could bear One day he ran away
from there and joined the street

kids living on garbage picking. He

practices all the regular things the
street kids do, such as smoking,
drinking, watching vulgar movies
and etealing. He is used to the po-
lice harassments and has experi-
encee of police custody.

He lives in dirty surroundings eats
in dirty places at the slums and
aleeps in the junkyards. Local
dealers of the junkyards keep their
earnings and even giveloan tothem
because these children are a good
source of income. One day he may
earn Rs. 80 to 50 and an other day
nothing as he mayfee! toolazy togo
to pick up rags or it may rain which
makes their work impossible as
the junkyard do not accept wet
rags, plastics and the kind.

He wants to be a rich man and
wants to go back home. For this he
wants to go to school and Lkes to
have a big job. But nobody knows
when his dreams will be realised.

These are only a few examples of
thousands of cases For these chil-
dren surviving is a real crisis. Love
and care, education and training,
joy and recreation :their entire
childhood is denied them. For them
the name of the game is survival-
mere survival and uncertainty is
the future,

This is undoubtedly the tragedy of
our times and the greatest chal-
lenge to our future.

CHILD LABOUR AND VIOLA.
TION OF THE CHILDREN'S
RIGHTS:

The UN proclaims every child’s
right to have parental love, care,
nutrition, medical care, education
and recreation, name and nation-
ality, protection from neglect, mal-
treatment and exploitation. The
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peace and universal brotherhood

without prejudice of any kind'and-

to learn to be a useful member of
family. . BN TRt
National laws of many countries
are just repeating the same thing.
But how far these rights have been
enjoyed by our children in realityis
the question. ° :

A child working 10 to 14 hours a
day in carpet weaving factories for
Rs. 10 a day; a child working from
dawn to dusk asa domestic servant
just to have two simple meals a
day; a child living and sleeping an
the streets; a child surviving on
garbages; a child begging in the
street; a child forced to prostitu-
tion; a child entitled as bonded
labour as soon as he is born, a
tragicreality of the situation of our
children, simply seems to ridicule
the rights of the child. .

In Nepal, 60% of the 17.5 million

‘population’s survivalisstill a stum-

bling block and &s a result 4.8 mil.
children are compelled to work in
order to stay alive. These workers
are found in almost all sectors of
rural and urban economies. Over
80% of the working children are to
be found employed in agricultural
and allied occupations in the coun-

tryside. The 20% are engaged in

cities in almost every occupation,
such as domestic work, restaurants,
constructions, carpet weaving, shoe
shining, automobile repair, potter-
ing, carpentry as well as candle,
match biri, soap making and in
confectionery. There is virtually no
sector the child labour is not em-
ployed. But it is without any doubt
that the child workers are exploited
and violated in their everyday life.
As for the law in Nepal, there is no
special Act which prohibits child
labour and describes the rights of
thechild The Civil Rights Act 1957
(2012) states that employing chil-
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dren below the age of 14 is forbid-
den It is needless to say that the
law is not put into practice. _
Jewill not be out of context to men-
tion here some problems that exist-
ing lgws in the field of child labour.
First; there is not even a proper
definition of a child in Nepali law.

R .

" 8econdlythereis confusion regard-

ing the age of children in every
sector. For instance, our law in
general has considered 16 years as
the competent age for the right of
legal transaction. Whereas adult
franchise right is provided only at
21years.Similarly 16 yearsis fixed
for the governmental service
whereas “Keta Bharna Sewa Sarta
Niyam” 2018, has fixed it for 15
years. Thirdly, they are not pro-
tecting the rights of child. Four-
thly, child born outside of wedlock,
rape, withinblood relations are con-
sidered as illegitimate and are
denied the rights of social status,
relationship, parental love, and citi- -
tenship even. Similarly, in terms
of juvenile delinquencyin Nepal an
appropriate law dealing with de-
linquent child, court system, re-
form houses are not yet conceived.
It is clear that the existing law-in
Nepal, does not in any aspect pre-
serve the rights of the child nor
there is ady hope of prohibiting
child labour through the strings of
laws. A child is fired-out of job
without a single rupee just because
he broke a glass while working,
another is detained in police cus-
tody because he was found sleep-
ing on the pavements. Again an-
other is beaten mercilessly just be-
cause she asked for the wage of her
work. There are several cases like
these to be heard everyday. So the
violation of the rights of the child,
as we consider the insult to the hu-
man dignity itself as well, is in
common practice.
CHILDLABOUR:CAUSES, EF.
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FBOTS AND RESULTS CAUSES:

1. Poverty:
The unequal distribution of wealth
results in chronic poverty where
the childis forced to work. In Nepal
more than half of the population
subsists below the poverty line. In
such families the daily hand to
mouth problem creates severe con-
straints such that the vulnerable
family has not choice but to use
young children for survival of the
family. They have no knowledge
and leisure to think about the is-
sues like violation of the rights,
risk and inhuman exploitation as
long as their child gets a place to
work.
2. Indifference of the sorio-palitico
and cultural system:
In our country where there is not
even a single law to protect child
and children’s rights, the existing
socio-political system is totally in-
different towards the growing prob-
lem of child labour. The govern-
. ment of Nepal does not want to
raise the issue of child labour. The
- close linkage of bureaucracy, and
foreign in vestors has also created
circumstances to attract the child
labour. For this, the government of
Nepal haslinked its interest to the
interest of the bureaucrats and
feudal lords. The industries which
use child labour on the other hand
lead the government to neglect the
enforcement of labour laws per-
taining to child labour.
S. Urbenizationand attraction
towdrds the cities:
Urban areas have tremendous at-
traction to the people living hard
life in the remote areas and coun-
tryside. Especially the young boys
who undergo severe life at home
and/or maltreatment of step-moth-
ers, whodon't have the chance togo
to school, are easily drawn to the
city andits glittering attraction. So
they run away happily but pass a

hfo of hell -
4. Child labour in demand: -
The employers prefer c}uldrvan to"
work for them because they are
cheap, sincere, and are easily con-
trollable. Moreover it is not consid-
ered illegal to hire child labour in
our country. The demand of child
in the labour market is very high.
5. Ignorance and traditional
perception towards child labour:
Most of the people in our country
are unaware of a child’s rights,
even the educated ones. The tradi-
tional perception towards child la-
bour has always been *the child
works because he/she is born poor.
If he does not his family can’t feed
him/her” or more an intellectual on
“poverty cannot be eradicated in a
short period, so child labour must
be tolerated. It is also because of
conservative religious thinking the
children of the family are thought
to practice the family profession.
EFFECTS:

Long working hours, inadequate
nutrition, unhealthy working con-
dition and monotony of work as
well as exposition to the adult world
prematurely, have an effect on the
overall development of the children
directly, namely physical, mental,
psychological, spiritual, social and
moral. Moreover, they are eco-
nomically and sexually exploited
In essence they are deprived of
every basic need.

Children are looked upon as the
symbol of hope, trust and inno-
cence. When these signs of child-
hood are replaced by hunger, fear,
betrayal and suspicions, we really
need to reflect upon the society
that has been created. If not it will
be the biggest threat to the human-
ity as a whole. The result of the
child labour problem may affect
the society in the following man-
ner:

s Economic:

LA A A e
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: The unsinlled, uneducated and i ig-

noraft child workere .BTow up into
theadults ofthe lamaype The de-
velopmenf & :a” sound economy
requires mead&ted,ahlled crea-
tive and dynarmc work force With
the exhaustionof all natural re-
sources & with unskilled man-
power, there's little to be expected
for the future of the nation as a
whole. -

b. Socio-cultural:

The existence of child labour has
created a deprived group of young
people existing at the very margi-
nalised condition. Many are forced
to lead harsh lives where crime ,
alcohol and drugabuse, gambling
and violence are an everyday oc-
currence. On the other hand, for
the girls working specially in the
garment factory, there is no moral
security. They are often sexually
harassed and are even trafficked
into India. Thus the child labour
may be result of many anti-social
activities.

c. Political:

Today the term, consequences of
the exploitation of child labour, on
our future economic and social de-
velopment are only beginning to be
felt. As the problem multiply anc
begin to affect our lives, directly,
solutionsbecomes more difficult. I
isnowfor everyone toface the prob
lem constructively and seek politi-
cal answers before matters spir
toto; out of control. Child Labow

abolishment and the protection o’

the Rights of the Childis an urgen:!
need of our reality. The exploita-
tion of the young generation today
is of course a big challenge to the
social development. Social devel-
opment cannot be realized in th.
absence of public participation nor
it can be made effective withouw
fulfillment of the government obli.
gations. So child labour and the
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RIGHTSOF THE CHILD * s:5s%

rights of the child should be our
close concern with effect our
social,political and economic con-
ditions of the society. If we wish our
future to be secured, we need to
take immediate actions on the fol-
lowing:

1. Build up movement:

-to arouse public awareness for the
rights of the child,

- to create equal opportunity of the
right to education for all children,
-tointroduce laws and regulations
for the protection of the children’s
rights and to enforce them accord-
ingly,

- to resettle and rehabilitate the

",'r

children who have nowhere to go,
and,

- to co-ordinate all genuine NGOs
to respond to the needs of the chil-
dren properly who are in most dif-
ficult circumstances.

2. Pressurize the government:
- for the effective enforcement of
the laws and regulations,

- for the effective utilization of the
international grants and the na-
tional budgets allocated for child
development and child welfare,

- for the maintenance of the UN
Declaration on the RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD and for the ratifica-
tion and adoption of the UN CON-

SR X ARTERTE R e IRl
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VENTION ON THE RIGHTS.OF
THE CHILD.

8. Actimmediately to respond
to the problems of our children:

- by respecting children as the fu-
ture of the nation,

- by contributing and collecting
support for the benefit of our chil-
dren,

- by organizing activities m indi-
vidual, group, commumty and
national basis,

- by exposing the facts and figure
about the problems and exploita-
tion of children, and

- by joining the MOVEMENT FOR
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD.
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Preamble
Part 1

Article 1
Article 2
Article 3
Article 4
Article 5

Article 6
Article 7

Article 8
Article 9

Article 10
Article 11

Article 12
Article 13

Article 14

Article 15
Article 1€
Article 17

Article 18
Article 19

Article 20

Article 21
Article 22
Article 23
Article 24
Article 25°

Article 26

Article 27
Article 28

Mirssiu

The UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child at a Glance

Definition of child
Non-discrimination

Best interests of the child
Implementation of rights
Parents, family. commu-
nity, rights and responsi-
bilities

Right to life

Right to name and nation-
ality

Preservation of identity
Non-separation from par-
ents

Family reunification

Illicit transfer and non-
return of children abroad
Expression of opinion
Freedom of expression and
information

Freedom of thought, con-
science and religion
Freedom of association
Privacy, honour, reputation
Access to information and
media

Parental responsibility
Abuse and neglect (while in
family or in care)
Protection of child who is
deprived temporarily or
permanently) of family
environment

Adoption

Refugee children

Disabled children

Health care

Periodic review of children
in care

Social security

Standard of living
Education

The
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Article 29
Article 30

Article 31
Article 32
Article 33

. Article 34

Article 35
Article 36
Article 37

Article 38

Article 39 .

Article 40
Article 4]

Part 11

Article 42

Article 43

Article 44
Article 45

Part 111

Article 46
Article 47
Article 48
Article 50
Article 51
Article 52
Article 53
Article 54

These names of articles are for ease of
reference only. They do not form a part of
the adopted text.
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Aims of education -
Children of minorities.
indigenous children

Play and recreation
Economic exploitation
Narcotic and psychotropic
substances

Sexual exploitation
Abduction, saie and traffic
Other forms of exploitation
Torture, capital punishment,
deprivation of liberty
Armed conflicts

Recovery and reintegration
(following abuse, torture,
armed conflicts, etc.)
Juvenile justice

Rights in other national or
internationalinstruments

Dissemination of the prin-
ciples and provisions of the
Convention

Establishment of the com-
mittee

Reports from States parties
Methods of work of the
commitlee ’

-
-

Signature
Ratification
Accession
Amendments
Reservation
Denunciation
Depository
Authentic texts




,,,,,,,,,,

VOICE OF CHILD WORKERS
Issue No. 8
Newsletter of CWIN
CHILD WORKERS IN NEPAL
CONCERNED CENTER

".lAﬂN

P.O. BOX 4374, Kathmandu. Nepal -
Tel - 2- 70883

Y GauriPradhan .
. ==y Co-ordinator "

T ‘Subas Nemwémg \
- Legal Advisor

Bijéya Sbam_iu~

3. Research Co-ordinator LA

‘Bed Nidhi Dahal
Rakam Chemjong

R&search Assoclates .

P

Dhmba Kasaju
ln-Charge. 'Frlends of CWIN

Ms. Rupa Dhital
Ms. Sumnima Tuladhar
Associates, Documentation Section

Krishna Raj Shrcst.ha :
In-Charge, Common Room
. Subh Raj Pokherel -
Associate, Common Room

Krishna Subba '
Office Keeper

\r

In This Issue....
}Mu (490
Egitorial |

Feature
Czildren and Pro-democracy

Muovement (PDM) @

CHILD HEROES IN THE
FRO-DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT

Newsbrief - @

Voice
CHILDREN TALK OF THEIR
EXPERIENCE IN PDM

CHILD LABOUR
Amn Issue of Trade Union

THE TALES OF TORTURE

CHILD WELFARE ACTIVITIES AND
SSNCC -

YOUNG GIRLS ASSAULTED
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
UN DECLARATION,

UN CONVENTION,

Bitter Facts

10

19

20

24

26

®



Y

FEATURE}__.__

Children and the Pro- democracy Movement

“Panchayatt

Byavastha Murdabaad,”
“We want Democracy” or
“Hang Mariche”, small
children used these slo-
gans while playing with
" their friends as if hum-
ming a tune. Other times
they played “Julus” throw-
fng up their arms and
chanting the slogans at
the pitch of their voice. In
the demonstration ftself,
some of them joiried run-
ning barefootandbreath- -
Jess. It was an entirely new experience and a new game
for these children where they could join the grownups.
The huge mass of people on the streets amidst the
khaki dress of the police was so tempting that the
young ones soon Jost themselves in its attraction. For
once nobody could control them with "don'ts” and so it
was not long before the children were quite addicted to
these demonstrations quite fearless of the tear gas,
lathis and the gunfires. All children, school going and
street, bigger and smaller alike participated the people’s
movement as much as they could. They had a good
times and hard times, were arrested and killed thus
becoming an equal partners to the grown ups In this
strange game which brought a big tum over in the
country. Knowingly and unknowingly the children
supportied on the freedom cry of Nepali people which,
after the 50 days struggle of bloodsheds, arrests and
tortures brought the political freedom to the Nepali
people thus ending the 30 year old autocratic Pan-
chayat{ System.

Secondary school students whole heartedly backed
up the college students in their strikes and demonstra-
tions, fought the police with acid bottles from the lab,
were arrested and were tortured in the same manner as
the ‘college students.’ The lower secondary students
took funon burningefTiegy of the systemin their school
courtyards, went on strike and of course, were not
spared by the pollce

The children walking on the streets were looked
down upon with suspiclon and were searched where
some of them actually revealed the banned party flags
and leaflets. The children encountered many many ar-
rests, rounds of tear gas, a lot of police firings, men shot

- chy ‘\ [y _,"' T"
P b_y t.hebullcts people car-
"rying the wounded to the
hospitafs amidst firing and
many more scenes which
were definitely not good for
the young eyes.
They soon learnt to
hate police and were soon
equipped with the knowl-

demonstrating because
people’s demands have not
been fulfilled.” (though a
number of them are not
sure what the ‘demands’
are), a tear gas can be made effectless if covered with a
wet rag and they learnt arts such as to ackinnocence
with the police or to run through their lcgs and hide in
the dark lanes.

They experienced curfew for the first time in their
life. The street kids who spend their days and nights by
the old city gates, inside garages and in junkyards
during the curfew times saw a strange sight - military
men wandering in the streets in their jungle dress car-
rying machine guns. They talked about machine guns
and pestols and conveyed each other their secret
dreams to shoot down ‘saale police’ if ever got hold of

" the machine gun. The kids have thus learnt to love the

violence they have experienced. Even the meekest of

them expressed the desire to “kill the damn police’ if-

ever get hold of the machine-gun.

Innocent children got caught in the sudden firing
around market areas on the various days and were shot
dead. Innocent children were shot for ‘Violating the
curfew.’ Even lnfants were shot in their mothers back

by the blood thirsty military while walking out from the .

hospital during curfew times. The Nepali children es-

pectially from the ‘active’cities like Kathmandu, Bhakta-
pur, Narayanghat, Hetauda etc. have thus seen a lot,
experienced things they should not have and things
which will ccrlainly make a deep impression in their
future.

The success of the pro-democracy movement
which brought a great political change in the country
is thus partially colored with the blood and spirit of the
young ones. Does this political change means any
change in their lives, their future ? Future itselfwill tell
and the chiidren are the future .......... !
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NEWSBRIEF

CWIN NEWS
CWIN Appeals for :
International Solidarity Campaign Poster Released

On March 29, 1990, CWIN made a
protest for arresting, beating, torturing and
‘detaining of children during the pro-democ-
racy movement: and it supported the
‘children’s involvement in the demonstra-
tions against the gross human rights viola-
tion in Nepal.

. CWIN also appealed to the interna-
tional community, particularly to those who
are concerned to the rights of the child to
protest the government repression over the
people of Nepal. It also raised the questions
for the violations of different Articles, like
Article 13 - Freedom of experession; Article
14 - Freedom of thoughts, conscience and
religion; Article 15 - Freedom of peaceful
Assembly ; Article 16 - Protection from
Unlawful Attack and Article 37 - Torture
and Deprivation of liberty as mentioned on
the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child. It is noted that Nepal is one of the
signatories of the convention.

Responding CWIN's appeal, many
international Organizations including Anti-
Slavery Society, Law Asia, Bonded Labour
Liberaton Front (INDIA) and other noted
Human Rights and Child Rights Organiza-
tions had sent their protest letters urging
the government of Nepal to respect the
rights of the child in Nepal.

A campaign poster on the Rights of the
Child, which is published by CWIN in co-
operation of UNICEF - Nepal is released and
the posters have already been distributed
throughout the country. CWIN members
and the children at the CWIN common room
have contributed to stick posters on the
street walls at different parts of Kathmandu.
The campaign poster which promotes a
message to defend the rights of the child is
in great demand. The posters are also being
distributed through the several voluntary
and socialorganisations in different parts of
the country.

CWIN Legal Advisor Freed
After 2 months

-

Mr. Subash Nemwang, the legal advi-
sor of CWIN was arrested and jailed for
about 2 months during the pro-democracy
movement. He was arrested from his home
prior to the movement and was freed 2
months later on April 11 after king an-
nounced the party freedom in Nepal. Mr
Nemwang. a well known legal activist is
former secretary of Nepal Bar Association
and also a Child Rights activist.

<~
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CEILD WELHHE ACTIVITIES
.-BND §SNCC ..

Social Service Natlonal Co ordinatjon

Council (SSNCC) was foyrided in 1977 with
aview to organize and cozordinate the social
services more prag‘?natlca’ﬂy The SSNCC
was constituted by HM King under the chair
of HM Queen Aishworya. To facilitate {o
working, SSNCC had set up six co-ordi-
nating committes which includes the child
welfare co-ordination committee( CWCC).

A lack of co-ordinating body in the field
of social services was felt for a long time to
prevent unnecessary duplication of works
and to develop understanding and co-op-
eration to the national cause among the
social workers. But from the finitiation of
SSNCC to now, it has been a matter of
controversy in the field of social services.
And ultimately SSNCC had turned away
from its role of social service (co-ordination)
to the political supremacy, many genuine
social workers and social organisation had
to abandon their participation in social de-
velopment. Independent views other than
Panchayati politics were not given chances
to get involved in the field of services which
were concentrated within Royal Family and
this was led by Queen Aishworya.

‘Child Welfare’ had been an untiring
slogan ‘of ‘Child Wellare Co-ordination
Committee,” one of the six co-ordinating
committees of SSNCC. The committe was
organised objectively with a focus on
strengthening-the planning and operation
in the field of Child Welfare acttvities in
Nepal. But most of its times were spent in
expensive seminars, ceremonial activities
and in management of ‘Rastriya Bal Kosh’
(National Children's Fund).

Rather than finding solutions to the
alarming tssues of Child labour, Street chil-
dren. Girl traflicking and Bonded children,

~

BalMandir. and CWCC élways seemed occu-

_pled with expensive senﬂliaxs and ceremo-

‘nies. Nepal Bal Sangathan{NepaJ Children’s
Organisation) boasts that it has Bal Mandir
(Children’s Home) opened in every districts
and that thousands of the children are
being benefited through them. But just
look at their everyday activities make one
wonder whether our undérprivileged chil-
dren arereally benefited. Frankly speaking
its activities like Day Care Centre, Income -
generating trainings, Pre-primary and pri-
mary schools, Children's Homes, Child
sponsorships and Scholorships have not
reached the needy. Our 4.8 million children -
who are deprived from their basic rights of
nutrition, health and education and are
forced to work for survival is a sample ex-
ample for SSNCC, CWCC and NCO. SSNCC
should know the fact that there are about
500 homeless children who bed on the
streets of Kathmandu.” We believe they also
should have gone through the reports that
everyday about 33 girls below 16 being
traflicked into Indian cit#s are forced to sell
their honour.

SSNCC had been working as the focal
point of power and resources. It was in-
volved more as political organisation than a
social one. The queen’s supremacy in SSNCC

was always a threat against the develop-

ment of NGOs in Nepal. The specialinvolve-
‘ment of royal families with special powers in
social fields has weakened the field of ‘Child
Welfare' equally like others. -~

But with the arrival of Democracy in
Nepal queen Aishworya has recently re-
signed from her post as chairperson of
SSNCC. Now the time has come to correctly
appraise and use our resources for the real
development of the society.
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BITTER FACTS

More than 100 children below 16 years, both from schools and
streets were arrested during the repression over the pro-
democracy movement, begun from Feb. 18, 1990.

More than15 children including one street boy named Rajan
Rayamajhi (11 yrs.) were shot dead during the attack over the
pro-democracy movement.

About 500 children have lost either their fathers or mothece:s
who were shot dead by police and military ﬁnng during the
pro- democracy movement.

. About 500 street kids who spent their nightsin the street pave-
" ments were very much troubled by the police at night. And
many of them went back to their villages during the curfews.

The position of girls enrollment in primary, lower secondary
and sccondary schools in 1987 is 30.6%, 26.2% and 24.3%re-
spectively.

The girls enrollment in secondary school in far western region
is 9.60% whereas boy's position is as high as 90.40%.

The male and female teachers ratio in Nepal is 99.16% and
0.84% respectively.

Over 70 percent of children between the ages of one and two
are categonsed as undemourished, with almost 8 percent
- severely malnourished. :

Each 300 children below 6 years have facxhtated one pnmary
school in Nepal.

Each 9900 children below 14 years have received the facility
_of one medical doctor in Nepal.

VOCW/28
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Mixed Feelings

When Nepal, vears ago,
opened her doors 10 the
outside world and invited
the foreigners to come. one
could have foretold that
quite 2 few of those
foreigners would succumb
to the exceptional grace and
beauty of Nepalese women.
And so, indeed, they did. As
a result, nowadays we have
well over a thousand “mixed

marriages” in Nepal:
‘estern husbands and

Nepalese wives.

LCove knows no borders
and no ntions; it is universal,
Thus it is only natural that
these “‘international
marriages” are increasing
worldwide whereever
nations come into closer
contact. Nepal is no
exception. o

Few will deny that
those foreigners who choose
their marriage partaers from
the daughters of this country
have a very special
relationship with Nepal, in
most cases distinguished by
strong emotional bonds, by
love and sympathy for the
country and its people.

Considering all this, it
is 2 shame 1o see that these
“mixed couples™ in Nepal
nowadays are treated like
virtual outcasts: They are
even denied the basic right
cach family needs for its
very existence: the right to
live together in union, as
husband and wife, as
parents and children.

What is the legal
situation? - Due to recent
Nepalese law, normally a

foreigner is not allowed to
stay longer than 3 months

per year in Nepal; if he is
married to Nepali woman,
he is granted the “privilege™
to stay 4 months (!) per year
with his family. .

What does that mean
for such a “mixed™ couple? -
Tt méans that for instance |,
a Garman being married to

a Nepalilady since 5 vyears, -

having a 4-year-old son and
a 2-year-old daughter with
her, will have to leave alone
my little children and my
wife for eight months every
year, without being able to
help and give support even
in case of severe illness or
any other urgent need, as 1
will not be allowed to re-
enter the country once the 4
months are spent. Now
every reader who is married
and has children himself can
easily imagine what that
means for a father and
husband.

There can be only one
conclusion: Nepal, where
the bonds of the family have
always been respected and
highly valued, has to abolish
this law, which separates
wives from their husbands,
children from their fathers,
as soon as possible.

Basides, it §s hard to
understand why Nepal
discriminates her own
daughters. A Western
woman married to a Nepali
has no problem at all to stay
in the country. Should not
the daughters of Nepal
enjoy the same right, the
right to peacefully stay with
their children and husband
in their motherland?”

Jurgen Schick
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Important Information For Al

lese wifes?’

‘attend a

Meeting at the MALLA
7-1989 at 5.30 pm

“‘Foreigners Married Fo Nepalese j '

n the current situation, it seems to be
useful that the members of our
 nificant ““Minority Group”’
:share experiences and discuss problems.

Therefore anyone belonging to this
'group, husbands and wifes, is Kindly invited to

HOTEL On Monday, 24-

small, but sig-
should meet to

LETTER

__ Sharing The Feelings —

Bishzlnagar =26 .(m?g
R S ——

Inhis letter Mixed Feclings
(TRN, July 26), Jurgen Schick
has raised the issue naturalisation
of alicns in Nepal. Itis sad that the
alicns who have made up their
mind tostay in Nepal by marrying
Nepalese women should face

problcms.I think the issue is of
human nature and descrves tobe
looked at accordingly for neces-

sary actions.
A.K. Baral

RV 28]

Lazimpat,
Kathmandu-

LETTERSE

Puzzled

This rcfers to the leiter
"Sharing the Fecling™ by A.
K. Baral (TRN, August 20)
Lconcur with A. K. Baral's
views and sympathisc with
Jurgen Schick’s situation on
humanitarian grounds. But I
found it rather puzzling when
Schick failed 1o look at the
other side of the coin while
finding fault with the immi-
gration rcgulations of Nepal.

Did or didn't he know

labout Ncpal's immigration

regulations prior to gclting
marricd to a Ncpalcese
woman? If he did why did he
marry her in the first in-
stance? Well, if he loves his
wife and childen so much
why docsn’t he ke them
with him to his homc coun-
try. He could later have vis-
itcd Nepal from time 1o time
for his wifc's sake.
L.B.Limbu

Mabharajgunj, ‘
Katmangu /15 € &7




LETTERS

Abuse Or Discrimination? -

It is amazing to scc some
foreigners abusing the liberal
- hospitality that this country
has bcen extending 10 them.
Yes, this letter refers to the
"onc written carlicr by onc
Jurgen Schick (TRN, 26
July).

. Now here is a Western
gentleman (?) who, after
having marricd 10 a Ncpalese
lady, thinks it proper to
project this country as a place

" which follows inhuman
“policies, particularly when it
. comes to a casc of marriage
between a Nepalesc woman
and an expatriate man. Jurgen
Schick charges that Nepalese
laws treat “mixed couples™ as
outcast, deny thcm the right
10 live together, discriminate
against daughtcrs. To him it
is a shame. And he thinks it
fit to demand that cenain laws
of this land, togcther with
value systems attached to

hospitality.Had Ncpal been a
country like the one he
describes, would it have heen
possiblc for him to marry a
Ncpalesc girl ? And had
Nepalese been an intolerant
lot, as hc suggests them to
be, he would not have scen
his complaint published in a
ncwspaper like The Rising
Nepal.

The last and imporiant
point: when a girl is marricd
1o a boy she goes with her .
husband and leaves parental -
home for good. It is a uni- //
versal fact, and T'm surc a o
German like Jurgen Schick is
well aware of it.He is sup-
posed 10 take his wifc and
children to Germany, ‘which
is their rightful abode. Hc is
most wclcomce to visit this
country -his sasuralee — once
in a while and the time given
for such purposc -four
months-is morc than ade-

them, be abolished. quate. -
This, in fact, a8 case of Shishir Baboo
gross abuse of our Kathmandu Stvapt v
oens sSHhue e L2 "":‘Aﬂ"'

1 strongly support the
views of Jurgen Schick (TRN
Letters, July 25) that it is
" quite unfair that a forcign
male national married to a
Ncpalese woman is given
only four months residcnce
permit while a forcign lady
married to a Nepalese man do
not have to face such problem
in residing in Nepal.

This is doing
discrimination on the basis of
sex. I recall an interesting
case about 8 Nepalese- lady

married to a foreign national *

whose first child was born in
her husbhand’s country. Now
when she is here in her home
country, both her husband and
child arc facing problcm to
live with her, because they

are required 1o show daily an
exchange certificate of tcn US
dollars each.

Yet another casc about a
Ncpalese lady is also interest-
ing. The lady in question who
is married to a foreign na-
tional is presently in her
eighth month of pregnancy
but her husband will have 10
leave Nepal and her soon be-
cause his four-month visa is
due 1o expire. :

I don’t know whether such
cases will inspire the authori-
ties concerned 1o take more
practical approach in regard to
the immigration laws of the

Omraj Upadhay

Maitighar 68 g.g @U,

.I've been following the
comments on Mr. Jurgen
Schick’s letter (TRN, July
26) with keen interest. The
comments of Sishir Baboo
(TRN Aug. 6) are disgusting.
I agree with A K. Baral (Aug
2) and Omraj Upadhaya (Aug
6) and feel that the authoritics
concerned must change the
!present immigration law. 1
{-have sympathy and concem
i for the plight of Ncpalese
women whose foreign hus-
"bands arc not allowed to re-

> |'main in the country for more

than fourmonths.

If, 1. as a mature, educated
Nepali woman well over 30,
decide to marry a foreigner
and wish to continue to live
in my country with my for-

NWhy This Discrimination?

eign husbard, the law should
allow him to live with me
along with equal rights for
Him too— the very same
rights that the foreign women
marricd to our Nepalese men
enjoy under the law.

If the law cannot do any-
thing for the Ncpalese women
married 1o foreigners, then the
Nepalcse men marricd 1o for-
eign women should also not
be allowed 10 let their foreign
wives remain in Nepal for
more than four months.

There cannot and must not
be¢ one law for a Nepali
woman and a different one for
a Nepali man.

Miss D.S. Kansakar
Kathmandu

S— —————

‘The Middle Way

I am an Amcrican citizen
married to a Nepali woman,
My wife and 1 have two
children and I have been in
Nepal for Scven ycars.
Because my work (as a writcr)
is connected with tourism, |
have scldom had problems
with my visa and in fact have
only visited my home once.
But, I can sympathize with

, the foreign men marricd with
' Nepalese women and their

visa provisions provided for
foreign men. '

At present the foreign
women are given citizenships
if they marry a Ncpali, but
forcign mcn are only given
visa for four months per year.
The solution given by Miss
: Kansakar (TRN, Aug. 21)
" probably reflects the views of
many. The foreign men
should also be given samc
rights as enjoyed by the
forcign women. But. 1 fcel

wives for the insubstantial.

that complcte citizenship is
not a perfect answer than the
present provision. What is
nceded is a middle way,
between the two.

If my wifc wishes to
become an Amcerican citizen
shc must obtain a Green Card
and go with mc 1o Amcrica
and live continuously for five
years. Only then is she
cntied to citizenship. During
the five ycars, if shc went,
the U.S. govemment would
make occasional surprisc
checks 10 make surc she was
still marricd and in fact
staying in the U.S. Ncpal
could adopt a similar policy
and thus weed out insincere
pcople who only wish to
marry Nepalese girls for their
own privatc aims. Isn't this
thc Middic Way ?

Richard Josephson

G

'P.O. Box 3843

Kathmandu
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PART 2 Uy‘gqﬁuug

_ CITIZENSHIP Vov.'90

8. Citizenship at the commencement of Constitution : Following
persons, who have their permanent reside—ce in Nepal shall be‘E

deemed to be the citizen of Nepal:

(a) person who is a citizen of N=pal pursuant to the
provision of either Article 7 of the Constitution

of Nepal, 1962 or section 3 <f Nepal Citizenship |
Act, 1964;

(b) a person who is a naturalissd citizen of Nepal
pursuant to the provisions cZ section 6 of Nepal

Citizenship Act, 1964.

Acc}uisition and Termination of Citizexi'ship after the

Commencement of Constitution : (1) A person who is born after
the commencement of this Constitution a=3 whose father at the
time of his birth is a citizen of Nepal shall be a citizen of
T ——— T —
Nepal by descent.
e I
: ﬂZJ (2) Any child who is found within the Xingdom of Nepal but
. . I — ) .
the whereabouts of whose parents aré ncz known shall, unless
the father of the child is traced, e deemed to be the

O
citizen of -Nepal by descent.

(3) Whenever any territory is accedes to the Kingdom of
Nepal, all persons having their comicile within such
territory shall become the citizen of Xepal subject to the

provisions of the existing law.
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(4) After the commencement of this Constitution law may
regulate the acquisition of citizenship of Nepal by
foreigners, besides other matters on the fulfillment of

following conditions

(2a) EHe can read and write the national language of

Nepal;

(b) is engaged in an occupation in Nepal;
(c) has renounced his present citizenship; and

(d) has resided in Nepal for at least fifteen years.

A«uo'{‘ amaw,

(5) Notwithstanding anything provided in clause (4), a woman
’ . T T Sy

fgi\foreign nationality having matrimonial relation with a
Nep;;;;;NQZZZ;;;;:_;;;‘ having initiated proceedings for
renunciation of her foreign citizenship, and any other
person, who, having renounced the citizenship of Nepal had

gone to a foreign country, and who has renounced his foreign

citizenship, shall be qualified to become a citizen of Nepal.

(6) Notwithstanding anything provided in sub-clause (c) and
(d) of clause (4), the son or daughter or a deséendant of a
citizen of Nepal who has - resided in Nepal for a period of
two yéars shall be qualified to become a -citizen of Nepal on

the terms and conditions as specified by law.

Provided that this clause shall not be applicable in the case

of children of naturalised citizens.

(7) The termination of the citizenship of Nepal shall be

determined by law.




Land Ri hts and Ethnic Confhct

in N epal

Thomas Cox

\

Studying land rights-in Nepal reveals serious ongoing conflict
between dominant high-caste Hindus and some ethnic minorities,
in the process shattering the myth about Nepal being a country of
ethni¢c harmony. Land reform legislation has done more to hurt

these minorities than help them.

THERE is a myth prcvalcnt among many
people that Nepal is a land of ethnic
harmony where Hindus, Buddhists and
Animists all get along. Indeed, many
people (especially Nepal's ruling elite)

point to current strife in India, Sri Lanka

and Bangladesh to support claims that
Nepal is the only country in South Asia
that has not been afflicted with chronic
conflict between different ethnic groups.
Current ethnic relations in Nepal however,
when looked at from the perspective of
land rights, reveal tremendous conflict
between politically and economically
dominant high caste (Brahman, Chetri
and Thakuri) Hindus and Buddhist and
Animist ethnic minority groups. What
follows is a discussion of how Limbu,
Chepang and Tharu tribes have lost much
of their lands, and the consequences of
this for members of their nspectwe
. societies.

LiMBU

The Limbu are a Tibeto-Burmese tribe
who live in the Illam district of far eastern
Nepal [see -Caplan 1970, Jones 1976;
Upreti 1975). The Limbu have lived in
Nepal for over a thousand years, and were
the first human inhabitants of Illam
district [Bista 1987). The Limbu economy
is characterised by subsistence agriculture,
livestock husbandry, commerce and
military service [ Upreti 1975]. Limbu are
socially organised into patrilineal clans
known (in the Limbu language) as suhang.
Limbu have an Animist religion which
emphasises the worship of deities believed
to inhabit the mountams. rivers and earth

[Bista 1987). The primary religious-

authorities among the Limbu are shamans
(known as fedangma who preside over
important rituals and social events such
as weddings, birth rites and funerals [see
Sagant 1985).

From 1774, when Illam was forcefully
incorporated into the Nepali state by
Prithvi Narayan Shah, until 1886, the
kipar tenure system enabled Limbu to
mzintain ownership and control over their
tridal lands. Under the kipa? system, all
land in Illam district was the common
pmpeny of Limbu, and could not be sold
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to members of other ethnic groups [ Jones
1976; Caplan 1970; Upreti 1975). In the
1800s kipat land in Illam was so plentifu!
that the Limbu could not do all the agri-
cultural work themselves. To make up the
labour deficit they hired Brahman tenants,

. who cultivated the land in return for a

share of the produce [Caplan 1970].

In 1886, however, the Nepali govern-
ment passed a law which converted all
cultivated kipat into raikar tenure. What
this meant was that all land in Illam could
be claimed for ownership by whoever
cultivating it at that time. As a result of
this legislation most cultivated land owned
by Limbus suddenly became the proper-
ty of Brahmans, making them the
econpmically dominant group in Illam.
This economic dominance, along with
literacy, control over government positions
in Illam and knowledge of Nepali law,
enabled Brahmans to continue their
takeover of Limbu land [Caplan 1970).

The 1886 legislation impoverished many
Limbu, forcing them to borrow money

- from Brahmans by using their remaining
land as collateral. After the loan contract
was signed Brahman moncylenders often
-added ‘a few more zeros’, making it seem
that the Limbu deblor had borrowed
much more than he actually did. When
- the Limbu could not pay back the money
the Brahman would possess his land
[Caplan 1970]. Brahman manipulation of
loan contracts was facilitated by the fact
that Limbu were generally illiterate and
depended on Brahmans to make up all
contracts and forms.

All the Limbu had to have a form
(signed by a government official) verifying
their claims to kipat land. Many of them,
not knowing the significance of this land
claim form, would lose or damage it.
Realising this, Brahmans often challenged
Limbu land ownership claims. When
Limbu could not produce the proper
forms the Brahmans would often take the
land in question {Caplan 1970].

The continuing loss of tribal lands
created profound economic and cultural

_stress in Limbu society. In the 1930s the
Limbu mounted a revitalisation move-
ment, known as Satya Hangma, in an ef-
fort to combat the stress and cultural

disorientation caused by the loss of their
land. The leader of this movement, an ex-
Gurkha soldier called Phalgunanda,
claimed that by returning to traditional
customs and to religion, the Limbu would
become powerful enough to push the -
Brahmans out of Illam and regain their
land. Phalgunanda died in 1946, and with
him the Satya Hangma movement {Jones
1976].

In 1948, resentment-over usurped tribal
land exploded into a Limbu uprising in
which dozens of Brohmans were killed.
This revolt, however, was quickly put
down by Nepal’'s Rana govemmem
[Upreti 1975].

In 1968, the Nepali government aboli-
shed the kipar system of land tenure,
resulting in the loss of the Limbu’s re-
maining tribal lands [Dalal 1985). Many
Limbu are now tenants on land which
they once owned. Ihdeed, over 70 per cent
of the remaining Limbu owned land is
currently mortgaged, primarily to
Brahman settlers in Illam [Pye-Smith
1988).

CHEPANG

The Chepang are a Tibeto-Burmese
tribe, 9,000-strong who live in the central
Kepali districts of Dhading, Makawanpur, -
Chitwan and Gorkha [Bista 1987]. The
Chepang have lived in Nepal for at least
500 years; and were the first inhabitants
of the districts in which they live [Rai
1985]. At one time virtually all Chepang
lived a nomadic, hunting and gathering
life. Over the last 100 years however, the
Chepang have become increasingly depen-
dent on agriculture. Most Chepang now
subsist on a combination of their own
agricultural produce, and game and fruits
collected from the surrounding forest [Rax
1985]. The Chepang are organised into
exogamous, patrilineal clans, each of

vhich have their own patron deity, which
inhabit certain natural features such as
mountains, rivers and the earth. Chepang
religious activity centres .around the
worship of these clan‘deities [Bista 1987).

In 1854, the Chepang were given kipat
tenure over their extensive territory, by
Nepal's Rana government, as a reward for
military service rendered during the
Nepal Tibet war [Rai 1985; Gurung 1988].
In 1928 however, the Nepali government
abruptly converted the Chepang’s kipat
land into raikar tenure, which essentially

\ meant that the Chepang lost ownership

over all their uncultivated tribal land -

{Bista 1987]. Hindu (mostly Brahman and
Chetri) settlers began pouring into
Chepang territory to take over the ‘avail-
able’ land. The loss of Chepang land to
Hindu settlers has been a continuing
process, from 1928 up to the present day
[see Rai 1985; Pye-Smith 1988].Nor has
this Joss of land been confined to unculti-
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vated Chepang territory that was pre-
viously held under kipat tenure. In many
cases, Brahmans have asked to rent or
borrow cultivated Chepang fields for a
season or two, to cultivate a particular
crop. When the crop season was over and
the Chepangs asked for their land back,
the Brohmans refused, and used their
superior political and economic clout to
maintain possession over the usurped
property [Pye-Smith 1988]. In other in-
stances, Brahmans have made a mit (ritual
friendship) with & Chepang, given them
some minor gift, such as a small amount

.of rice, and then coerced them into giving

cultivated land in return [Pye-Smith 1988}.

. In still other cases Brahmans have

unilaterally taken over cultivated land for
which Chepang have not maintained
proper ownership and registration papers
{Rai 1985]. This usurpation of land has
been greatly facilitated by widespread
illiteracy and lack of education among the

Chepang. As a result of losing their land

the majority of Chepang have become
seriously impoverished. Most Chepang
have been forced to borrow money, often
at usurious rates, to meet their basic needs
[Bista 1987, and in at least one Chepang
community there is widespread starvation
[Pye-Smith 1988).

‘.

THARU

Tharu comprise a large tribal group of
over 4,00,000, who live in scattered settle-
ments throughout Nepal's southern terai
(plains) region. Tharu have lived in
Nepal's ferai for over 600 years and were
probably the first inhabitants of the
region. They speak an Indo-European
language related to Hindi, Bhojpuri and
Maithili {Bista 1987]. Tharu have an
Animistic religion which revolves around
the worship of deities believed to inhabit
the earth, forest and people’s houses [see
Rajure 1982). The Tharu also pay homage
to ancestral and clan deities. The primary
Tharu religious figures are priests known
as garuwa [Rajure 1982]. The Tharu
economy consists of subsistence agri-
culture supplemented by fishing and some
gathering of wild fruits and vegetables.

Until the 1960s Tharu were the only in-
habitants of the Dang Valley which lies
just north of the Silwak hills in the Rapti
zone of West Nepal. Their isolation was
facilitated by a particularly virulent form
of malaria to which the Tharu were
immune (as a result of sickle cell resis-
tance), but which seriously affected
everyone else. In the early 1960s a highly
successful malaria eradication programme
enabled Hindu Nepalis (mostly Brahmans
and Chetris) to settle in the Dang Valley
in large numbers.

Some of these Hindu settlers laid claim
to previously unowned, uncultivated land

which they cleared themselves. Many

Brohmans and Chelris however, used

.

. .

threats and/or actual acts of violence to
force the Tharu to sign over their land.
In other cases they would would just take
over cultivated land (for which the Tharu
did not have ownership papers), and
vegister.it in their own name. In still other
cases Brahman and Chetri settlers would,
as they did with the Limbu tribe, take
advantage of Tharu illiteracy to mani-
pulate the figures on loan forms (for
which Tharu land had been used as col-
lateral) so that the Tharu debtor would be
forced to give the Brahman or Chetri
moncylender the property 10 pay off the
debt. ’

The takeover, of Dang Valley land by
Brahman and Chetri settlers rendered at
least 15,000 Tharu completely destitute.
At least 6,000 of them fled the Dang
Valley to look for land in other parts of
the ferai. Most of the others stayed on as
tenants on what was now Brahman or
Chetri property. Loss of land has
impoverished most Dang Valley Tharu to
the point where many suffer from
malnutrition. It has also created a crisis
of Tharu cultural identity. Dang Valley
Tharu find themselves economically
unable to sustain many of the traditional
cultural institutions  which flourished
before the influx of HinBu settlers. In an
effort to regain cultural autonomy and
‘economic well-being, many Dang Valley
Tharu have turned to political activism.
This activism has ‘taken the form of
political groups which have been formed
for the express purpose of protetting
Tharu rights, in the face of oppression by
1andlords. The landlords, in many cases,
have responded to this political activism
with renewed oppression, threatening to
and/or stripping many Tharu of tenancy
rights. In July 1989 there was a violent
clash between landlords and Tharu in the
Dang Valley over ownership rights to a
particular tract of land. -

Limbu, Chepang and Tharu are by no
means the only minority ethnic groups in
Nepal 10 have much of their land usurped
by Hindu caste settlers. The Sunuwar, a
small Tibeto-Burmese tribe indigenous to
the Ramechap district of east Nepal, have
been seriously impoverished by the Joss of
most of their tribal lands to Hindu caste
settlers [Founier 1980). Similarly, the Bote,
a tribe living in the Tanahun district of
central Nepal, have recently jost much of
their lands to Brahmans [Subba 1989].

FAILURE OF LAND REFORM

In 1964, the Nepali government, under
pressure from the United Nations and
other international organisations, agreed
to implement 2 national land reform pro-
gramme. The original land reform pro-
posal for Nepal was formulated by foreign
advisors, most from the Ford Foundation.
The palace secretariat and officials at the
district and village level however, created

- - %2 A% WONN
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loopholes in the resulting land reform law
which allowed them, andthe local elite
with whom they had close ties, to main-
tain large land holdings [Rose 19774. For
example, individuals in Nepal can register
their land under the names of relatives
and friends, to give the appearance of
redistribution when, in fact, the property
remains under the ownership and control
of a single family or individual [Pandey
198S5]. ~

The vast majority of landlords in Nepal
have taken advantage of the loopholes in
land reform legislation to retain owner-
ship over all their original property. Land
reform in Nepal has been a failure, a gross
«caricature’ of the original proposal [Rose
1977). Indeed, land reform legislation has
done more to hurt ethnic minorities in
Nepal than to help them. For example the
Land Reform Act included a compulsory
saving scheme in Which a percentage of
every farmer’s agricultural income was
deposited with local government officials,
10 be returned after five years with five per
cent interest. The misappropriation of .
these compulsory saving funds was so
rampant however, that the scheme created
financial hardship, rather than benefits,
for the majority of involved farmers [see
Pandey 1985, 48-49]. Members of
Buddhist and Animist ethnic minority
groups were especially exploited by the
compulsory saving scheme, as they were
generally not as literate or knowledgeable
about Nepali law and bureaucracy as
Hindu caste Nepalis. In 1973, the Nepali
government, in response {0 widespread
public protest, finally did away with the
compulsory saving scheme [Pandey 1985].
The Land Reform Acts of 1964 and 1968
also fobade members of ethnio minority
groups from clearing and cultivating most
tribal lands that were previously held
under kipa! tenure [Rai 1985). Thus ‘land

. reform’ legislation, by depriving many

* ethnic minority groups access to land that
was originally theirs, has actually work-
ed completely against its stated purpose.

Another major consequence of the
failure of land reform (and continued
usurpation of tribal lands) has been to
drive many members of ethnic minority
groups to India and the Middie East in
search of work. Indeed, in India alone
there are between two to three million
people of Nepali origin [Engligh 198.
Some migrant workers (and especially
those who have served in the Indian and
British armies) have been able to.return
to Nepal and even buy back some of their
lost property [see Caplan 1970). The
majority however, are fortunate if they can
adequately support their family with
earnings from abroad. ’

For many of Nepal's ethnic minority
groups the failure of land reform, and
continued loss of tribal lands, has created
an economic and cultural crisis. Land, for
-most ethnic minorities, is the primary pro-
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vider of food, and income for clothing,
medicine and education. Land also con-.
stitutes the wealth, and autonomous
space, necessary for ethnic minorities to
sustain the religious and cultural institu-
tions which define their identity as a
people. Loss of land has not only im-
poverished many ethnic minorities in
Nepal, but has also, in many cases, created
severe cultural disorientation. The dual
crisis created by the loss of land is, indeed,

one of the major reasons why ethnic °

minorities gave widespread support to the

~tecent movement which successfully
toppled Nepal's panchayat regime:
Outstanding in this regard were the Tharu
(especially those in the Dang Valiey), a
group especially radicalised by land rights
violations, whose organisation, numerical
strength 'and motivation made them a
valuable asset 1o the movement. Protec-
ting the land rights of Tharu, Chepang,
Limbu, Sunuwar, Bote, and other ethnic
minorities in Nepal, is an important
challenge facing Nepal's newly established
coalition government.
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TAMILNADU nmopnonucrs LIMITED |

6 Nungambakkam High Road. Madras - 600 034

NOTICE

1t is hereby notified for the information of the public that TAMILNADU PETROPRODUCTS
UMITED proposes to make an application to the Central Government in the Department
of Company Affsirs, New Delhi, under sub-section (2) of Section 22 of the Monopolies
and Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1969, for approval to the establishment of a new unit.
Brief particulars of the proposal are as under:

1. Neme and address of the applicant:
TAMILNADU PETROPRODUCTS LIMITED
6 Nungambakkam High Road
Madras - 600 034 e

9. Capital structure of the applicant organisation:

Authorised Capital  : 10,00,00,000 Equity Shares of Rs. 10/ each
, lssued, Subscribed and Paid-up Capnal Rs. 48,75,00,000/- .

3. Management structure of the appln:ant orgamsauon indicating the names of the Direc-
, tors including the Managing/Whole-time Directors and Manager, if any:
* The Managing Director is incharge of the day-to-day managgmcnt of the Company
under the superintendence, control and guidance of the Board of Directors.
Board of Directors
Thiru R Nagarajan
Thiru A C Muthiah
Thiru P S Balasubramanian
Thiru A C Chakrabortti
Thiru J B Dadachanji
Thiru K D Dudhmal ‘
Thiru Mohan Verghese Chunkath
Thiru M R B Punjs .
Thiru Rakesh Kacker : *
Thiru K V Ramanathan =~ -
Thiru V D Shah
Thiru R Shivakumar
Thiru R Soundararajan
Thiru P R Sundaravadivelu

4. Indicate whether the proposals relate to the establishment of a new undertaking or
8 new unit/division:
New unit

S. Location of the new undertaking:
Manali, Madras - 600 068

6. Cepital structure of the proposed undertaking: - . -~
Not applicable :
7. In case the proposals relate to the production, storage, supply, dnstrbutnon markztung
or contro! of any goods/articles, indicate: .
Production
i. Name.of goods/articles
ii. Proposed licensed capacity

o

— Chairman
— Vice Chairman
— Managing Director

: Acrylamide/Polyacrylamide
: 5,000 TPA—Acrylamide
3,000 TPA—Polyacrylamide
iii. Estimated annual turnover : Rs. 64 crores
8. In case the proposals relate to the provision of any service, state the volume of ac-
tivity in terms of usual measures such as value, income, turnover, etc:
Not applicable

9. Cost of the project : Rs. 49 ciores
10. Schemes of finance, ndicating the amounts t be raised from each ‘source:

interna!l Resources, Rights/Public Issue of Convertible Debentures and loans from
Financial Institutions

r

Any person interested in the matter may make a representation in quadruplicate to the
Secretary, Department of Company Affairs, Government of India, Shastri Bhavan, tew Delhi
within 14 days from the date of publication of this notice, intimating his views on the
proposal and indicating the nature of his interest therein

For TAMILNADU PETROPRODUCTS LIMITED
M B GANESH

Dated the 4th June 1990 SECRETARY

Economic and Political Weekly

June 16-23, 1990



October 4, 19%0 . _.For further information:

U.S. Coomittee for Refugs
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"4E U.S. COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES ‘

TIBETAN REFUGEES FORCED BACK BY NEPAL, JAILED BY CHINESE AUTHORITIES

Confirmation has just reached the U.S. Committee for Refugees (USCR) that
on August 7, 1990, Nepalese border police in the Humla area forced 43 Tibetan

.refugees back across the border into Tibet. The refugees were arrested by
.Chinese authorities and jailed in Gutsa prison, Lhasa.

In an October 3 letter to the Nepaleze Ambassador to the United States,
USCR director Roger P. Winter expressed "profound concera” over the refugees’
forced return, and asked the Nepalese government “to move decisively to
prevent further forced returns of refugees to a country where their lives or
freedom could be threatened.” '

“Although Nepal is not a signatory to the UN Coxnvention and Protocol
Relating to the Status of Refugees,” Winter said, “the Nepalese goverzment has -
traditionally allowed Tibetan refugees to remain in Nepal in safety.” BEe
added that USCR hoped the recent refoulement did “not reflect the policies
of the Nepalese govermment.® . :

More than 10,000 Tibetan refugees currently live in Nepal: They are among -

more than 100,000 Tibetans who, following the lead of the Dalai Lama, fled

_their homeland inm 1959. At that time, repression by the Chinese authorities--

who had invaded and occupied Tibet in 1950--increased substantially following
mass uprisings against Chinese rule. .

Several hundred Tibetan refugees manage to evade Chinese border guards and
escape into Nepal or India every year, but others who try never make it. In
June 1989, 7 Tibetans were reportedly killed by Chinese security forces while
trying to cross into-Indies. In September 1988, Nepalese border guards handed
over 26 Tibetan asylum seekers to the Chinese authorities. ’

Recently, there has been an increase in the number of Tibetan refugees
esczping to Nepal--an estimated 320 in the past two months. More than-275 of
the refugees have reached Kathmandu, the Nepalese capital, safely and have
been allowed to remain or proceed to India. They are receiving assistance
from the Tibetan Welfare Center and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees ..
(UNECR), but both agencies are strapped for funds and have appealed for - '
international assistance to be able to aid the refugees. ) i

The recent influx began after the 1ifting of martidl law ip Tibet on May 1.
Chinese authorities imposed martial law in March 1989, after pro-independence
demonstrations by Tibetans in which an estimated 60_t§ 250 unarmed demonstra-
tors--including a number of Buddhist monks--were killed. Thousands of Tibetans
were reportedly arrested during the 14 months martial law was in effect.

USCR policy analyst Eiram A. Ruiz, who has recently returned from Nepal and
Tibet, interviewed some of the recently arrived refugees in Kathmandu. ' One of
them, a monk, described having been jailed and besten by the Chinese authori-
ties for bis partitipation in the pro-independence demonstrations. “They
kicked me in the stomach and hit me in the shoulders and on my back with a
stick,” he told Ruiz. “At night, although it was cold, they made me take off
my clothes and stand naked in the courtysrd.” After S months in prison he was
released--but prevented from returning to his monastery by Chinese officials.
Approximately balf the refugees currently arriving in Nepal are monks or nums.

Hiram A. Ruiz : | ) g
‘é’

* 1025 Vermont Ave NW, osz@o-oo-’
(202) 347-3507 0‘,’0\

.. 2

1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 920 WASHINGTON, DC 20005

Tel: (202) 347-3507

12 Tibet Press Watch / Vol.II, No. 8

Fax:(202) 347-3418
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Die Leukozyt-Antigene beweisen es endlich:

Tibet. ist ein Teil Chinas!

In Nummer 34/1990 erbrachte die amtli-
che Wochenzeitschrift Beijing Rund-
schau den endgiiltigen Beweis dafiir, daB
die Tibeter Chinesen sind. Des Unterhal-
tungswerts halber wird der vollstindige
Text hier abgedruckt, gefolgt von einem
Kommentar von Claude Sarraute in Le
Mende vom 9. Januar.

Forscher erbrachten jeizt den wissen-
schafilichen Beweis, daf die -tibetische
(Zang-)Narionalita:, deren Angehorige
vor allem im Autonomen Gebier Tibet,
aber auch in den Provinzen Qinghai,
Gansu, Sichuan und Yunnan leben, von
den chinesischen Nordvdlkern abstammt.

Miiarbeiter des Beijinger Forschungs-

“instituts  fir Kinderkrankheiten unter-
suchten 233 Blutproben von Tibetern in
Lkasa und Xigaze. Beim Vergleich der
Leukozyt-Antigene dieser Stichproben mit

den Daien der gleichartigen Proben von

Chinesen aus 18 anderen Regionen des
Landes sowie von Einwohnern Nepals
und Indiens stellten sie fest, daB die Erb-
masse der Tibeter mit der der chinesi-
schen Nordvolker tibereinstimmt, von der
Erbmasse der Nepalesen und Inder je-
doch stark abweicht. Leukozyt-Antigene
sind bei der gegenwdrtigen Erforschung

-

des menschlichen Korpers die kompli-
Ziertesten Vererbungsmerkmale. Die Er-
Jorschung der vererbbaren Immunitdt
klart also die Frage der Abstammung der
tibetischen Nationalitdt.

Da Sitten, Gebrauche, Kleidung und
Sprache der tibetischen Nationalitat
@berhaupt nicht mit denen der Han-
Nationaliidt oder der anderen nationalen
Minderheiten in China ibereinstimmt,
gab es immer wieder Kontroversen ber
die Abstammung der tibetischen Na:iona-
litar. Obwohl die Geschichte klar be-
weist, daf Tibet immer chinesisches Ter-
ritorium war, behauptete eine Handvoll
Separatisten dennoch, Tibet sei ein unab-
hangiges Land, und es gabe keine Bluts-
verwandtschaft zwischen der tibetischen
und der Han-Nationalitdt. Jedoch bestd-
tigten die wissenschafilichen Forschungs-
ergebnisse unstreitig, daf die Tibeter in
der Geschichte aus dem Siiden der Pro-
vinz Gansu sowie der Provinz Qinghai
sidlich gewandert waren und im Laufe
der Zeit, abgetrenn: durch das Himalaya-
Gebirge, eine eigene Nationalitdt bilde-
ten, aber trotzdem ein untrennbarer Teil
der grofien Vielvolkerfamilie der chinesi-
schen Nation sind.

Gelbe Blutkdrperchen
Kommentar von Claude Sarraute

Driicken Sie lhre Zigaretten aus und
schnallen Sie sich an! Wir starten heute
zu einem irren Trip! Es geht um den Da-
lai Lama, den lebenden Gott eines unter-
worfenen, geknechteten Volkes, der vor
nun bald 40 Jahren von Mao ins Exil ge-
tricben wurde — also, er ist genauso we-
nig Tibeter wie Sie oder ich. Er ist ..7
Chinese! Doch, doch, ich schwér’s Th-
nen, das ist offiziell.

Experten vom Institut fir Kinder-

krankheiten in Peking haben genetische

Ahnlichkeiten zwischen den Tibeter und
der Mehrheit der Chinesen, den Han,
festgestellt. Aber es kommt noch besser:
thre Antigene sind verschieden von de-
nen der Nepalis oder Inder! Also sind sie
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Teil der chinesischen Nation, ich zitiere.
Also ist Tibet chinesisches Territorium.
Also will die Handvoll tibetischer Sepa-
ratisten, die die Unabhingigkeit fordern,
ich zitiere immer noch, die unwiderleg-
baren Fakien der Wissenschaft igno-
rieren.

Nicht schlecht! Die Unabhingigkeit ei-
nes Volkes von einer Blutprobe abhingig
zu machen, eine Religion zu leugnen, ei-
ne Kultur, Sprache, Tradition, die seit
Jahrtausenden bestehen und vollig eigen-
stindig sind, deren wenige Anleihen ge-
rade nicht von China kommen — denn
aus Indien haben sich die tibetischen
Moénche im 7. Jahrhundert ihr Alphabet
geholt! — alles auszuldschen wegen ein

paar weiBer, roter oder gelber Blutkér-
perchen — erinnent Sie das nicht an ir-
gendetwas?

Mich schon. An die Theorie der Nazis.
Keiner hat es jemals gewagt, weder vor
Hitler noch danach, die einfache, simple
Annexion eines Landes mit Hilfe ange-
blicher Ahnlichkeiten der Rasse, von de-
nen jeder weiB, daB sie nicht aufrecht zu
erhalten sind, zu rechtfertigen. Der Fiih-
rer, dem hat es als Argument gedient, um
Osterreich und die Tschechei zu beset-
zen. Und wenn wir schon an diesem
Punkt sind, dann frage ich mich, worauf
wir eigentlich warten, um auf den Spuren
Wilhelms des Eroberers den Armelkanal
zu Gberqueren angesichts der Tatsache,
daf zwischen Briten und Normannen —
was die Gene betrifft — es ziemlich das-
selbe sein diirfte.’

DaB sich nach einem halben Jahrhun-
dert systematischer Massenverdummung
letzten Endes Marxismus-Leninismus au’
Nazismus reimt, das wird niemanden er-
staunen. Bleibt in diesem speziellen Fall,
da8, .wenn alle Tibeter Chinesen sind,
auch alle Chinesen Tibeter sind. Und da
weiB ich denn wirklich nicht, warum
Deng nicht seine Palédste in der Verbote-
nen Stadt, zwei Schritte vom Tiananmen-
Platz, an den Dalai Lama abtritt.

—{—.'—M_—-T’omm 3(30



«Nepals Zug muss endlich auf die Schienen»

% (.1

Entwicklungszusammenarbeit in der Sicht des heutigen nepalesischen Finanzministers, eines Mannes, der sie friher kritisierte q—;—

@ M7 DEVENDRA RA] PANDAY
SPAACKH ROLF PROBALA®

Herr Minister, was hoben acht Monate
Demokratie den einfocken Nepolesen ge-
bracht?

Die Erwanungen der Menachen sind so
hoch wie der Himmel, wnd dies ist oin
Pmblcm luvtnmnue‘!em Die Ne-

haben jah g unter dem

14 A cdie

Mu
ue tvdhch ein besseres Leben. Des ist

Dreissig Jahre lang berrschie in Nepal das Panchay

system. Alle Mach! lag tetztlich belm Kinig und seinem
aPslasts, Mitte Januar dieses Jahres brach eine gut
erganisierte Protestbewegung aul. Die BevBikerung for-
derte Demokratie und eine komdwtloulk Monarchie.

hent: Py

Nach

elnlenken. Selt Aadl ngkrl Ncpal ein Obergangakabl-
@sett. Das Land lst suf dem Weg zur Demokratie. Doch dle
sozialen wnd Bkologischen Probleme sind geblicben.
Ende Oktober nun sicherten Geberlinder und Geder
erganisationen in Paris dem neven nepalesischen Finans-
zwel Jahre 950 Millionen Dollar

b bt

fir die nichst

e ch. Aber dic Verh lassen
sich nicit 50 schnell indern.

Die wintschahliche Entwicidung macht
wrs Kopfzerbrechen. lk h oin gwel-
achne idiges
-ﬁd-c u’h  die gevulll‘t Borokratie Ew-

# Sic inl

uad
kﬂ im shen Pul:hny-uylun stelhe jo-
der Minisier moch und moch Leute ein,
itlegal und chne Taire und offene Sielien-
tewerhungen. Solche Levie finden sie
heutr obersll, in der Verwaltung und den
sifentlwhen Betrieben, und wirhonnten
isher sus politischen Racksichien nichts
dagegen unternehmen. Aber woher sollen
wit das Gield [Or die | Bhne dieser Levte
wehmen Unser Budgetdelizh wichst, Wir
mussen mehr Geld in Umisuf setzen. Aber
dacturch (reiben wir die Inflation hach. Die
e ueigrn. und die Zeche zahlt am
tavbe wirthr dic Hevhikerung Jles ist ein
feulrhvkreis
© Aberzurzeit urhen die neve Verfassung
und die Wahlen zunherst suf der Dring-
dnpmanlinte,

Vo _sem Problemberg b

Nor- huleen verie Jubire E n der
Entwe Wungaorbeit. Wekhen Enfwick-
fungsary mussie Nepal m den ninchsten
Sohren denn rine hiugen®

e Ameiikuner wicden sagen. dies sel
wine Ailisnen-iintlar-Frage. Eine Ans-
tyse ér1 Prubieme Nepals a2 Jeichl und

mchnell gemacht Die richtige Sirategie 2u

timdrn 1l eine andere Sache.
Wir missen sicher die Armut angehen.
n Ncp-l verhungen wohi niemand. Aber
sind de-
m mOssen wir etwas twn. Aber was?
Wir ean die

e Einkommen T vesdienen. Und wie

sie sich ein Eink
men? Wir mOssen (Anen Arbeitsplitze
echalfen. Nun reden wir aber von sinem
Land. in dem die Bevbikerung jedes Sahr
wm 2.6 Prozent wiichst. Der jihriiche Zu-
wachs von Arbeitskrifien ist noch hbher.

Devendra Ruj Pa mlax
Devendrs Raj Panday studierte in den
USA wnd gilt als einer der besten Dko-
nomen des Landes. Er lehete in don
mr Jsmu« Fonl‘n Divi-
sion e M
'l« ln Mm -upu

Mymmmrw

verdie-

mummﬁmm

der Kbnlg
olnem S

rAckiungshilfe zu. Die finanziell
der uwnd Organisstionen Nepals sind die Weltbapk, die
Aslatische Entwicklungsbank, Japan, Fraakreich und die
BRD. Kanada, Finniand, Grossbritanniea, Holland, Bet-
gten und die Schwelz bilden das Mittelfeld. Der Bund war
fetztes thr mit nmd » mumen Frukn h Nepal,

grossten Geberiin-

2 dorCoh

-mmmrbrn, engaglert. Der heutige -rpaluheho ”
sanzminister, Devendra Raj Panday, wellte denn avch
&iirzlich zu einem inoffizielien B

hin Lasd

Elaer Eatwickl

rbelt an elnemn polith

schen chdep\mkl it das foigende Gesprich.

Dnuw.:\ine lymn-l-

landhiife suf Swei Anten.
Erstera: Je mehr suslindische Partner
mit der Regierung rusammenarbeiteten
wnd je mehr Hilfsgeider ins Land Mossen,
ﬁ-o legitimer wurde ein an ud\ llhpu—

= . STICHWORT

Das Panchayat-System

1960 verordnate Kdnig Mahendrs (der
Vater des jetzigen Kbnigs). mach
einem hahen Staaisstreich von oben.
Nepal ¢in System von Dorf-, Regio-
mal- wnd A \

das sog

s Pancheyal Parteien und Gewerk-
schafien wurden verboten. Dre Mact
lag weitgehend beim Kanig und beim
Palast Das Panchayat-System funk-
tionierte als effiziente Veneilungsma-
schine von Entwickiungshilfegeidern
sugunsten des Kdnigs und der kbnigs-
treven Elite. Palast und Regierung
verstanden ¢s meisterhaf. Geberlan-
der und grosse Entwicklungsorgani-
astionen gegencinander suszuspicien
Diese stehen meisiens wnier dem
Zwang. die einmal rugespnwhencn
Miste! innen ninrlicher Frim in Pro
Jeluen loszuwerden Sie treten in Ne-
pa! deshalh oft als Konkurrerien suf

Eines der etzien Beispicle fur die
ors Funktionieren der Pancha sl Be-
reicherungsmaschine spielie si h hury
vor der Wende, Anfang deewes Juhres
ah Nepal erhielt. nachden &3 when
fruher emnem Strukiuranpassung s
gramm yugestimmi hatie. ein: Wi-h
bankhkreditiranche von & Alibiewwen
Dollar. e inr wischen erglacsene Re-
gierung haulte sogieich 2000 Tovots.
die sie Ministern und Parlamentsmin
gliedem subventiomen und rolifrei
rur VerfOgung sielhe. | ewkragende
diears Desls war dw mepdesisehe

Siamshasse. P

e awchis Dramatisches passacn £ lauit,
wril die Probieme. die auflawchen. inimer
oy die typimhen Probleme eines Uit
woltlandes gesehen werden. boh bule dee-
ses Phanomen such schon als arven Ras-
sismus bezeichnet, denn wenn dasselbe
in Jhrem Land passient. 2o hat das Foigen.
Warum soll es in meinem Land keine

ahrungen
wnd elne langtristige Entwicklungspolitix
entwickeln. Wenn wir erst sinma! diese
swei Dinge haben - eine kohdrenie Em-

wickd gie. an die wir uns dann
mhdhmundemleghm die der
dann

Wenr De-
wokratie for lhn Geseliachah gV M,
dunn ist sie's such fOr meine. Das imt
meine Meinung.

Anderseits im nicht alles achiecht, was
#n den letzien dreissig Juhren In der Em-

Des im die Sirategie, die wir ¢ Dh Auslandhiife gt die Regie-
soliten. Wir k3anen es uns nichl leisten, mmh&ldd-dund-un. 5
Nahrungsmittel gratis an die Menschen zu des Landes mit Jobs 3u

wertellen oder zu m-um‘m Wie sollsen
wirdasd Die M in

mhenuddcuﬂrhlynmm

Nepal
missen sich ihren Lebensunterhalt ssibet
werdienen kdnnen.

«Wir bravchea Kapitals

Nepal lebt seit Jahrzehnten von der Enl-
wichiungshilje. Sie woren els Oppositie-
meler ein heftiger Kritiner dieser Aus-
Swndhilfe. MSchien Sie als Fl
mwmw&m

har winer besti
*“-nﬂlu.

[N oie"nhhlwmnnn-ﬂn,

b-M-hm&thﬂwM
Sendes: NOSS

gewi Voa dem, was die Michtigen
In fhre Pr 1k b
mbchte ich schon gar nicht reden.

Die Geldgeber wnd EntwicklungfFi-

perien sahen wohl, was da lief. sber sie
sagren: «Was hBnnen wir tun! Das ist nun
mmal 00 in Entwicklungslindern. Versu-
ehen wir in dieser Sliuation des Beste fOr

Nepa! ge!
viel !ynpdhh «Die friedlichen m
samen Bewohner hoch oben in den Hima-
lajabergen verdiensn wrwere Unterstin-
sungs, fand man in den Biros in Bern,

nicht zur

vom 4 Entwicklungy-
bitfekuchen So wurde die Auslandhilfe
achliesalich produltiv. Des habe
ch kricisient.

'OMt Nepal mehr Hilfe und uhr ch»
stikzung von seincn Pa

wickl rbeit in Nepe! ge-
lu-u wne Slrlmn wurden m
pe Yy

als troher.

Iich sage das mit Absicit: Als Dkonom
'!i-id\.lwmlklhpudh.-ud-ir
brauchen Kaplial, um unsers Pr

insuatiten, die Kindersterblichkeil - h

soer moch himmelirsunig hoch. aber sie ist

‘oﬂtlburdnwv”hl\nmbubl
fe hat viele Vi

- | stems, mit dem sie 30 Jahre
beiteten.

krifle sutzen zu kdnnen Gelingt wns
dies, 30 werden wir in Zukunh heine Hil-
fe mehr brauchen. Darsuf mlesen wir
hinsteuern. Aber wie lange es davent, bis
wir dort sind, welss ich micht: 8, ¥0, 30
Jahre.

Was die Geberiinder betriff - sie wur
dth-pdwchqulm.hu.y

den Gebern gedOhn Dank dafur,

Doch die Entwickdungszussmmenar-
bek trém1 ebenso einen Telt der Veram-
wortung f0r die Fehler und dic Misswin-
schafl. Wir. sollten sus diesen Fehlern
fetzn wenigaens lermen. Wir wollen, ais

. eine hohliremie Emwick-
hwpo\hkundvmio"ﬂ\.mdkor

-

schen ﬁr.uh.cnhwmsnfn-h

T
«fs kBante Partaerschalt beginnens
Dis Geberidnder sind alsc -

riind suf dieser Grund-
lq:-llmzmm

Was wir nicit mehr mbciuen ist. dase
die Schweizer, die Devischea. die USA,
.'mennlm j¢ mk oiner sigenen
LT rbeiten. Daraus wird

Shﬁmmm!mwdrmkm
Geld gemachi habes. Wir werden rwel-

wenn sie hre Hilfe gestrichen htton?
Sehen Sie. Encwicklungshilfe iat oin welt-
weites Sysiem. das Uuh und liuft, solan-

Dingen wie der landwirtachattlichen Pro-
duigivie. Der & liche Rels-

erurag pro Helaare it aoch immer dersel-
e wie 1980. hdﬂpnwn pmr-
deren Nischen ist or dank

“Am 9. November wiftt KBalg Biren-
dra von Nepal die neve V

= das Volk zum Souverin machen
-‘ nu-ruum‘n Umwelt-

. Nock etiichems
uh—cmmmm
die &

[ PRIM der Dwrch >
© Wi stchen aiso vor foigender
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS N

The UN. declaration of Human Rights is a noble and unique document in a number
of ways. Its nobility is there for everyone to see. Its uniqueness consists in its
unanimous adoption by U.N.O. That the countries with diverse and opposed social
systems and states have given their support to it makes it unique. Eleanor
Roosevelt, the redoubtable liberal leader of U.S.A presided over the U.N. session as
the representative of U.S.A. The charmand the elegance ofthe greatlady must have
made it easier for the representatives of various countries to gloss over their
secondary differences over the document. Today the historic document stands out
as the point of reference for Human Rights activists all over the world. Itis no mean

PREAMBLE

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity
and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the founda-

Whereas disregard and contempt for human
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which
have outraged the conscience of mankind, and
the advent of a world in which human beings
shall enjoy freedom of speecd and belief and
freedom from fear and want have been pro-
claimed as the highest aspiration of the com-
mon people,

Whereas it is essential to promote the develop-
ment of friendly relations between nations,
Whereas the peoples of the United Nations
have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and have deter-
mined to promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged them-
selves to achieve, in co-operation with the
United Nations, the promotion of universal
respect for and observance of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, 4
Whereas a common understanding of these
rights and freedoms is of the greatest impor-
tance for the full realization of this pledge,

tion of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

) Now, Therefore, - -
" THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
proclaims
THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

as a common standard of achievement for all
peoples and nations, to the end ’!.l:;at every
individual and every organ of society, keeping
this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive
by teaching and education to promote respect
for these rights and freedoms and by progres-
sive measures, national and international, to
secure their universal and effective recogni-
tion and observance, both'among the peoples of
Member States themselves and among the
peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

Article 1
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one anotherina
spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, relig-
ion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.
Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the
basis of the politica), jurisdictional or interna-
tional status of the country or territory to whicha
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person belongs, whether it be independent,
trust, non-self-governing or under any other
limitation of sovereignty.

Article 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and

security.of person.

Articled. .- -,
No one shall be held in skivery or servitude;
slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in
all their forms. ‘
. wl¥ Article §
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
' Article 6
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere
as a person before the law.
Article 7
All are equal before the law and are entitled
without any discrimination of equal protection of
thelaw. Allare entitled toequd] protection against
any discriminationin violation of this Declaration
and against any incitement to such discrimina-
tion.
Article 8
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by
the competent national tribunals for acts violating
the fundamental rights granted him by the consti-
tution or by law.
Article 9
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest,
detention or exile.
Article 10 .
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and
public hearing by an independent and impartial
tribunal, in the determination of his rights and
obligations and of any criminal charge against.

him.,
Article 11
(1) No one shall be held guilty of any penal
offence on account of any act or omission which did
not constitute a penal offence, under national or
international law, at the time when it was commit-
ted. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than
the one that was applicable at the time the penal
offence was committed.
Article 12
Noone shall be subjected to arbitrary interference
with his privacy, family, home or correspondence,
nar to attacks upon his honour and reputation.
Everyone has the right to the protection of the law
against such interference or attacks.

- 42)

. . -.Article18
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of move-
ment

- and residence with the borders of each State.
2)  Everyonehastherighttoleave any country,

including his own, and to return to his country.
Article 14

(1) Everyone has the right to seek and to
enjoy in other countries asylum frqm persecu-
tion. U
2) Thisright may not be invoked in the case of
prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political
crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations.

Article 15
Everyone has the right to a nationality.
No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his
nationality nor denied the right to change his na-
tionality.

1)

Article 16
(1) Men and Women of full age, without any
limitation due torace, nationality orreligion, have
the right to marry and to found family. They are
entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during
marriage and at its dissolution
(2)  Marriage shall be entered into only with the
free and full consent of the intending spouses.
(8)  The family js the natural and fundamental
group unit of society and is entitled to protection
by society and the State.

Article 17
(1) Everyone has the right to own property
alone as well as in association with others.
(2)  No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his
property. ,
Article 18
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion; this right includes free-
dom to change his religion or belief, and freedom,
either alone or in community with others and in
public or private, to manifest his religion or belief
in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and

expression; this right includes freedom to hold

opinions without interference and to seek, receive

and impart information and ideas through any

media and regardless of frontiers. ’
Article 20

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peace-

ful assembly and association.
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(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an
assoriabion. .

Article 21
(1)  Everyone hae the right to take part in the
government of his country, directly or through
freely chosen representatives.
2y Everyone has the right of equal access to
public service in his country.
(3) This will of the people shall be the basis of
the suthority of government; this will shall be
expressed in periodic and genuine elections which
ehall be by univereal and equal suffrage and shall
be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voung
procedures.

Article 22
Everyone, as 2 member of society, has the right
to suciel security and ie entitled to realization,
through national effort and international

cooperaticn and in accordance with the organiza--

tion and resources of each State, of the economic,
rocial and cultural rights indispensable for his
dignity and the free development of his personal-
ity.

Article 23
(1) Everyonehas theright to work, tofree choice
of employment, tc just and favourable condition of
work and protection against unemployment.
(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has
the right to equal pay for equal work.
(8) Everyone who works has the right to just
and favoureble remuneration ensuring for himself
and his family an existence worthy of human
dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other
means of social protection.
(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join
trade unjons for the protection of his interests.

Article 24
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, includ-
ing reasonable limitation of working hours and
periodic holidays with pay.

Article 25
(1)  Everyone has the right to a standard of
Yiving adequate for the health and well-being of
himself and of his family, including food, clothing,
housing and medical care &nd necessary social
services, and the right to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood,
old age or other lack of livelihood in drcumstances
beyond his control.
(2)  Motherhood and childhood are entitled to
special care and assistance. All children, whether
born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same

social protection. :
Article 26
(1) Everyone hastheright toeducation. Educa-
tion shall be free, at least in the elementary and
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall
be compulsory. Technical and professional educa-
tion shall be made generally available and higher
education shall be equally accessible to all on the
basis of merit.
(2) Education shall be directed to the full devel-
opment of the human personality and to the
strengthening of respect of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms. It shall promote understand-
ing, tolerance and friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups, and shall furthex the
activities of the United Nations for the mainte-
nance of peace.
(8) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of]
education that shall be given to their children.
Article 27
(1) Everyone has the right freely to participate
in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the
arts and to share in scientific advancement and its
benefits. )
(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of
the moral and material interests resulting from
any scientific, literary or artistic production of]
which he is the author.
Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and international
order in which the rights and freedoms set forth
in this Declaration can be fully realized. '
Article 29
(1) Everyone has duties to the community irf
which alone the free and full development of his
personality is possible. +
(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms,
everyone shall be subject only to such limitations
as are determined by lew solely for the purpose
of securing due recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the
just requirements of morality, public order and
the general welfare in a democratic society.
(8) These rights and freedoms may in no case
be exercised contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations. .
Article 30
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted
as implying for eny State, group or person any
right to engage in any activity or to perform any
act aimed st the destruction of any of the rights
angd freedoms set forth herein.
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Wissenschaftlicher Tourismus
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-

Imperialismus im Forscherlook

Die Problematik von Kurzzeitforschungen fiir Diplom- und Dokto-rarbeiten

Ludmilla Tating

Wer profitiert von Forschungsarbeiten? Die .Erforschten*? Was nitzt es ihnen, wenn ein
Auslénder, der haufig genug erstmals ihr Land besucht, Verénderungen ihres Dorfes herausfin-

det? Sie erfahren nur in Ausnahmefélien von dem Ergebni
einem fernen Land im Regal verstaubt. Profiliert hat sich n
© nahezu durchgéngig auf Kosten der ,Erforschten®, den

Forschung — meistens — zur Last gefallen ist.

ie ehemalige Entwicklungshelferin
' Hildegard Schirings brachte das

Problem der  Dritte-Welt-For-
schung” auf den Punkt: ,Forschung ge-
schieht in der Regel von oben nach unten.
Wenn Forschung aber nicht den ,Beforsch-
ten’ zugute kommt, ist sie reine Wissens-
ausbeutung. Man saugt die Leute aus und
profiliert sich anihnen. Das is} fur mich eine
MiBachtung des Menschen.*

Den beiden Wissenschatftiern Rainer
Buchwald und Robert Dilger erscheinen
dabei .wissenschattliche FingerGibungen®
wie etwa Diplomarbeiten und Dissertatio-
nen als Jbesonders problematisch®, da sie
sich allein an dem .Ziel eines akademi-
schen Abschlusses orientieren®. In ihrem
Beitrag .Wissenschattlicher Tourismus: Im-
perialismus im Forscherlook*? weisen sie
auf die ,grundsétzliche Gefahr* hin, daB der
Forschungsgegenstand zum reinen Ob-
jekt des auslandischen Forschers fiir seine
Zielsetzung wird“. Aus diesem Grund leh-
nen sie wissenschatliche Kurzzeitfor-
“~hung als Jnadaquat* ab.

Kurzeitforschung produziert Klischees

Sie bringt in den Landern der ,Dritten
Welt' keinen Nutzen, sondern schadet ih-
nen sogar zum Teil, da die Ergebnisse sol-
cher Art von Forschung kaum fundiert sind.
Wissenschaftliche Touristen, die nur weni-
ge Wochen bis Monate im Ausland arbei-
ten. sind in der Rege! nicht in der Lage, sich
intensiv mit den sozialen, politischen und
Skonomischen Verhattnissen des jeweili-
gen Landes wie mit dem Gegenstand ihrer
Forschungen und dessen Umfeld ‘ausein-
anderzusetzen. Vor allem in den sozialwis-
senschafttlichen Disziplinen besteht da-
durch die groBe Gefahr, daB der Forschen-
de aufgrund nur begrenzter Einsichten Kli-
schees produziert, die seine subjektiven
Eindricke widerspiegeln, wie dies in Reise-
beschreibungen regelmaBig der Fall war
und ist.

In zunehmendem MaBe trifft das vor al-
lem auf Studentinnen und Studenten zu,
die sich den Tourismus z.B. an einem Fall-

T el g s

OSRA

beispiel als Thema ihrer Arbeit ausgesucht
haben. Das geschieht’in nahezu allen Dis-
2iplinen,

Ein weiteres Problem sei die Sprache,
der eine zentrale Bedeutung zukomme,
beim Aufenthalt selbst ebenso wie bei der
anschlieBenden Auswertung. Buchwald
und Dilger fordern allgemein: ,Vor allem die
Publikation der Ergebnisse muB bereits vor
Verlassen des Landes fertiggetellt sein. Er-
gebnisse dirfen nicht ,mitgenommen’ wer-
den, das Publikationsrecht liegt immer
beim einheimischen Auftraggeber. Sie dir-
fen nur gemeinsam verfaBt und nicht in
einer Sprache geschrieben sein, die die
auftraggebende Instanz nicht spricht oder

IR N " o -
Wer schitzt die ,,Erforschten?

- Es ist bedauerlich, daB es ¥or For-
schungsergebnisse von Anthropologen
und Ethnologen keinen Datenschutz
gibt. Sherpas aus Nepal haben noch im-
mer nicht den Gedanken aufgegeben,
als Opfer eines Anthropologen vor den
Weltgerichtshof in Den Haag zu ziehen.

Ein renommierter Wissenschaftier,
der seit Jahrzehnten im Himalaya
forscht, gab 1984 ein neues Buch (ber
diese Volksgruppe aus Nepal heraus.

Darin beschrieb er die gesellschaftiichen
Veranderungen seit 1953, die stark mit
dem Trekkingtourismus zusammenh&n-
gen. im Anhang verbffentlichte er dazu
eine Liste, in der er detailliert Gber 93
Familien eines bekannten Bergdorfes im
Everest National Park Auskunft gibt. An-
gegeben sind Lage des Hauses, die vol-
len Namen, der Status, Besitzverhiltnis-
se und samtliche, auch intime Probleme
der einzelnen Familienmitglieder. .

Um diese unglaubliche Ricksichtslo-
sigkeit und Geschmacklosigksit noch zu
steigem: Die Angaben sind 2.T. schlicht
und ergreifend falsch und da von nega-
tiver Aussage, rufschadigend obendrein.

. An was fehlt es hier, an Takt, Gehim-

zslien oder Berufsethik? i ¢

A Mm&a,
2 lle Fassuug.

s, das in der Regel anschlieBend in
ur der (angehende) WisSenschaftler,
en er wahrend seiner empirischen

versteht. Hierbei sind vor allem regional
bedeutende nichteuropéische Sprachen zu
erwdhnen.* .

Zumindest bei projektbezogenen Unter-
suchungen steht selbst fir Diplomarbeiten
die Forderung im Raum, den einheimi-
schen Partnerinnen und Partnern ein
Exemplar 2.B. in Englisch zu Gberlassen,
auch als Gegenleistung for die Betreuung.

Wer profitiert von der Forschung?

Die zentrale Frage lautet tatsichlich:
Wer profitiert von den ungezahlten Semi-
nar-, Diplom-, Magister- und Doktorarbei-
ten sowie sonstigen Studien mittels Stipen-
dium, die beispielsweise zum Thema ,Tou-
rismus in Entwicklungslandemn* angefertigt
wurden? Nur ganz vereinzelt kénnen die
.Erforschten* nachlesen, was tber sie ge-
schrieben wurde, wobei sie sich nicht un-
bedingt wiedererkennen. Gré8er ist dage-
gen die Chance, daB ihre Region plotzlich
«erschiossen* wird und daB viele fremde
Besucher kommen, wozu insbesondere

selbsternannte - Forschungsreisende®
durch Bicher mit hohen Auflagenzahlen
beitragen.

Die .Studies" aller Fachbereiche stellen
sich so gut wie nie die Frage, ob sie vor Ort
in Jhrem" Projekt Oberhaupt erwiinscht
sind oder verkraftet werden kénnen. Die
Unterstitzung ihrer Field Work* wird als
selbstverstandlich vorausgesetzt, eine Ant
roter Teppich insgeheim erhofft. (,Die Inder
brauchen ausléndische Wissenschattier,
damit ihre Probleme untersucht werden
kdnnen.”) Um so groBer ist dann die Ver-
wunderung, wenn es mit dem Koopera-*
tionspartner* nicht gut kiappt.

Fast nie wird auBerdem ein Thema kon-
sequent aus der Sicht der .Beforschten®
untersucht. Sie werden zwar ausgiebig be-
fragt, aber normalerweise nur aus westli-
cher Sicht und ohne profunde Kenntnisse
der Umwelt und Sozialstrukturen. Nicht ein-
mal die einheimischen Wissenschatftler, die
meistens ignoriert werden, erfahren an-
schlieBend etwas Neues. Was sie nachle-
sen kbnnen, sofern sie die Moglichkeit da-
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Kostenlos

Jch schreibe zur Zeit eine wissen-
schaftliche Arbeit Uber die Auswirkungen
des Tourismus auf das soziale und wirt-
schattliche Gefige in Sddindien, unter
besonderer Berlcksichtigung einer Ver-
anderung der Erwerbsstruktur im prima-
ren Sektor und im traditionelien Hand-
werk. Ich mdchte Sie bitten, mir, wenn
mdglich, Datenmaterial, Statistiken, und
andere Informationen oder Kontakt-
adressen (ber Indien zuzusenden. Falls
es lhnen mglich ist, wire ich fir die
kostenlose Ubersendung des Buches
Vom Kolonialismus zum Tourismus® von
Ueli Mader sehr dankbar. Mit freundli-
chen GriBen ...* »
Student Universitit Freiburg und DAAD-
Stipendiat. .

zu haben, ist ihnen fir gewdhnlich nicht
unbekannt. Das trifft vor allem auf Kurzzeit-
forschungenzu. .

Warum werden Erforschte nicht starker
beteiligt und gewirdigt? Dankesworte fur
die ,gute Zusammenarbeit" oder Mitarbeit*
reichen hier ebensowenig wie bei uns die
knappe Erwihnung der Studenten oder As-
sistenten, die fir das neue Buch ihres Pro-
fessors die Grundlagenforschung betrie-
ben. Und warum fallen alie die Expertinnen
und Experten aus dem auBeruniversitaren
Bereich unter.den Tisch? Weil sie sich nicht
mit unserem Wissenschaftsverstandnis
vereinbaren lassen?

Forscher ~ Anwalt der Betrotfenen

Ein gutes Beispiel ist Indien mit seinen
zahllosen Graswurzelwissenschaftiern und
-gruppen. Aus diesem Fundus sei eine Bur-
gerbewegung in Goa genannt, die sich ge-
gen die Expansion des Tourismus in jhrem
kleinen Land wehnt. Innerhalb kirzester
Zeit kamen sie als wachsame {nd kritische
Bereiste zu den gleichen Ergebnissen wie
westliche Tourismusforscher, die sich seit
vielen Jahren mit den sozialen, kulturellen,
dkologischen und wirtschaftlichen Folge-
schaden des Tourismus befassen. Sie, wie
viele andere auch, wolien sich allerdings
nicht mehr von Studenten und Wissen-
schaftiern erforschen lassen, die anschlie-
Bend nur Lippenbekenntnisse auf Papier
abgeben. Sie fordern, daB-~sich die For-
schung viel mehr zum Anwalt der Betroffe-
nen und der Umwelt macht.

Es wird hdchste Zeit, daB sich z.B. Frei-
zeit- und Tourismuswissenschaftier nicht
nur mit der — sie fdrdemden - Industrie und
der jeweiligen Landeselite solidarisieren,
sondern auch mit den Erforschten und der
geschundenen Natur.

Die Ausbeutung fiingt zu Hause an

Die Wissensausbeutung und Benutzung
von Menschen beginnt bereits hier und
zwar in dem Moment, wenn die ,Suche

E +29/90
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beutung.

nach einem schonen Thema" fur die wis-
senschaftliche Arbeit beginnt. Allein die un-
gezahiten studentischen Anfragen aus na-
hezu allen Fachbereichen sprechen Bande
und geben einen guten AufschluB Gber die
Einstellung der angehenden Wissenschaft-
ler/innen. Auch die Autorin, die als freie
Journalistin in Kreuzberg (Berlin) und Kath-
mandu (Nepal) lebt, kann davon ein Lied
singen. Seit 15 Jahren wird sie mit Anfragen
zu einer ganzen Palette von Themen bom-
bardiert, als sei sie ein Dienstieistungsbe-
trieb. Sie gibt hiermit 6ffentlich bekannt,
daB sie diesen zeit- und kostenintensiven
Service eingestelit hat.

Die Briefe (grundséatzlich ohne Rickpor-
to) und Anrufe kamen hauptséchlich aus
den Bereichen Tourismus, Wirtschaft, So-
ziologie, Politik, Geografie, Volkerkunde,
Indologie, Tibetologie, Okologie und Ent-
wicklungspolitik, aber auch Religion, Psy-
chologie und Sport. Grundsétzlich kosten-
los und ohne jede Gegenleistung werden
massenhaft Informationen, Datenmaterial,
Statistiken, Kontaktadressen und Bocher
(auch fremder Verlage) angefordert. Die
Anfragen wurdenin den letzten Jahrenimmer
dreister. Die Krdnung sind Drohgebérden,
wenn den Forderungen nicht nachgekom-
men wird: ,Gut, dann schreibe ich eben, daB
Sie sich weigem, Auskunft zu gebent”.

Der Gberwiegende Teil der Anfragen ist
entweder zu unprazise: .Ich schreibe eine
Diplomarbeit zum Thema ,Tourismus und
Dritte Welt'. Bitte schicken Sie mir die ent-
sprechenden Unterlagen zu* (zehn Regale)
oder so umfangreich, daB die Arbeit nach
Heraussuchen und Kopieren aller ge-
winschten Informationen eine Diplomar-
beit in sich darstelit.

Zu der aligemeinen Erwartungs- und
Nehmermentalitat paBt auch die Tatsache,
daB die Studenten bei ihren Anfragen prak-
tisch nie anbieten, als Gegenleistung for
erhaltene Informationen ein Exemplar ihrer
Arbeit zu schicken. Manche versprechen
es auf Nachfrage, vergessen diese Zusage
jedoch meistens. DaB selbst bei einem sehr
umfangreichen Fragenkatalog kein solches

] aber inhaltsleere
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Wenn Forschung nicht den Beforschten zugute kommt, ist sle reine Wissensaus-

Foto: Paczensky

Hauptsache: wissenschaftlich
formal-korrekt h

Eine 45jahrige Naturwissenschattie-
tin aus Kiel schreibt zum AbschluB ihres
Zweitstudiums ihre Diplomarbeit Uber
die berihmte indische Umweltschutzbe-
wegung .Chipko®. Sie war vor 14 Jahren
einmal in Indien und hat keinen Kontakt
‘zu der Bewegung, empfindet aber die
Schriften der fohrenden Vertreterinnen
(z.B. Vandana Shiva) und Vertreter als
zu Jdeologisch®. Sie hat nach eigenen
Angaben keinen Zugang zu den entspre-
chenden Quellen Gber indische Umwelt-
politik. thr sagt weder der Name Maneka
Gandhi etwas noch weiB sie, daB diese
Indiens engagierte Umweltministerin ist.
Sie erhofft sich fur ihre ,wissenschaftli-
che* Bearbeitung der Chipko-Bewegung
von der Autorin Aussagen fir ihre Quel-
Jenangaben, da sie .wissenschaftlich
formal-korrekt” arbeite. Die Autorin ver-
weigert die Kooperation, da sie diese
Jormal-kormrekte®, aber inhaltsleere und
bezugslose Wissenschatftlichkeit nicht
unterstitzen will. Sie hitte den groBsten
Nonsens von sich geben kdnnen, Haupt-
sache, es konnte wissenschaftich for-
mal-korrekt zitiert werden. Darauthin die
Wissenschatftlerin: Jlch werde schreiben,
daB Sie keine Aussagen machen wol-*
len’. Als ob das nicht auch eine Aussage’
ware ...

.Gegenangebot® erfolgt, zeigt eines der
Beispiele aus der Praxis. Als ob die Bear-
beitung (kostenlos) eine Selbstverstand-
lichkeit wére, beendete eine Studentin der
Fachhochschule Worms ihren Brief: ,Ob-
wohl lhnen mein Anliegen sicher sehr viel
Mihe und Arbeit bereitet, bitte ich Sie um
baldige Antwort.* - . Q

1 Frankfurter Rundschau, 26.3.1987, Aus dem
Studientrott in die Siums der Dritten Welt").

2 . Eingeborene ausgebucht”, Okazid 5, Focus Veriag,
GieBen 1989 (Hg. Claus Euler). g
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Aktivitaten von NEPAL WATCH

Zusitzlich zu ihrem umfangreichen Dossier lieferte uns Ludmilla Tiiting noch folgenden Bericht fiber die Aktivititen
unserer Partnerorganisation NPPAL WATCH und Ergéanzungen zum Dossier:

e,

. Weiterer Besuch aus Nepal

Kaum war unser Freund von den M-L hier in Berlin und Man Mohan
Adhikari im Bonner Raum weg, tauchte am 4. September Gauri Pradhan
von FOPHUR (sprich: Fopfjur!) auf. Er ist dort der Secretary und
ebenfalls ein langjahriger Aktivist. Witzigerweise dachte ich immer,
er sei eine Frau, das geht anderen aber genauso. Seit Jahren versuche
ich, mit ihr/ihm in Kontakt zu kommen, da er mom schwerpunktmifig
zu Frauen, Frauenhandel und Kindern arbeitet. Es war also ein Wink
des Schicksals. Er ist der langjihrige Koordinator (in bestimmten
. Kreisen nennen sich solche Leute "Prisident") von CWIN, Child Workers
? in Nepal: Concerned Center. Er rief mich nachts an und stand bereits
am nachsten Nachmittag auf der Matte, nachdem Ram abgewunken
hatte. Der Bengel brachte klammheimlich gleich noch jemanden mit,
aber das war auch ein Gewinn: Gopal Siwakoti, ein nicht mehr aktiver
Anwalt und Mitstreiter von Gauri. Gopal steht dem "Institute for Human
Rights and Development® (IHRD) vor, Schwerpunkt sind Kinder.
Beide besuchten eine Konferenz in Amsterdam und erhielten plétzlich
die Moglichkeit, an einer weiteren Kinderschutz-Konferenz in Hamburg
teilzunehmen. Da war Berlin nicht mehr fern. Er brachte auch den
Berg T-Shirts mit. Bitte kauft sie von Ram, lhr miit sie aber dreimal
waschen vor dem ersten Tragen, da sie besonders stark konserviert
sind! PEr Erlos geht direkt an FOPHUR.
Wir diskutierten die allgemeine Lage, tauschten Erfahrungen iiber
uns (HURFON, NEPAL WATCH, FOPHUR etc.) aus und blieben viel
beim Thema Frauenhandel. Im Dossier findet Ihr zu diesem Thema
einen Beitrag von Prakash Kaphley (Kafley, Kafle) und von Gauri
einen Beitrag iiber die Rechte von Kindern. Die Zeit war eigentlich
viel zu kurz (Dienstagnachmittag bis Donnerstagmorgen). Am Mittwoch
konnte ich sie in einer hbchst interessanten Tour samt Pressekonferenz
durch Ostberlin unterbringen, die fiir 12 Umweltjournalisten (inkl.
vier Nepalis) angesetzt war. Das war fiir die beiden wg. des Ver-
gleichs im Hinblick auf die neuentstandenen Demokratien sehr auf-
; schluflireich. Da ich an dem Abend fiir die Journalisten als Diskussions-
. person (Thema: Griine und Alternativ-Bewegung) gebucht war, kamen
\ sie wieder mit. Sie haben so eine Menge mitgekriegt.

- gy

B
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Adresse CWIN: P.0O.Box 4374, KTM, T. 270883. (Kalimati, rechts an
der StraBle zum Soaltee Oberoi). Oder iiber FOPHUR.
Zeitschrift: Voice of Child Workers, US $§ 35 p.a.

IHRD: P.0O.Box 2125, KTM. T. 419610.

Dr. Mathura Shrestha lief} iiber Dr. Kaylay—ain Ra;xa ganz herzliche Griifle
ausrichten, und er freue sich sehr iiber die Ehrenmitgliedschaft!

e

Human Rights Gruppen in Nepal

The Rising Nepal meldete am 27.7.90, daf es 18 HR-Organisationen
. gebe. Davon seien 6 offiziell anerkannt, bei 5 sei die Anerkennung
" in Arbeit. (Wer bestimmt das??) Siehe dazu auch den Beitrag im Dossier
§ aus der Januar-Nummer von Media Nepal.

* Nachtrag zum Protokoll vom 15.9.1990: K
' NEPAL WATCH unterstiitzte auch im Namen von HURFON eine Veransgaltung,
_die_vom Dritte-Welt-Zentrum BAZ am 24. August_im Bildungswerk fir .
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Demokratie und Umweltschutz durchgefiihrt wurde, in Berlin. Zu Gast
war Hari Har Man Nakarmi von M-L, der iiber die aktuelle Situation
informierte und eine Menge Material mitbrachte. Die. Veranstaltung
war nur von wenigen besucht, das sehr kurzfristig angesetzt, dafiir
waren die drei Stunden sehr intensiv. Sigrid und Elke aus Berlin
konnten wir als sicherlich sehr aktive Mitglieder gewinnen.

taz vom 24.8.1990 ~ i ”
POLITIK Faisiiiamdts
FAJLIUIIN von den Emgnissen im Fribolv, e
2w Quaosi- hwfﬁm«

Frauen an der FrontJ

Im Dossier findet Ihr einen sehr interessanten"Bericht iiber Aktivistinnen
wihrend der Revolution. Hier nun eine kurze Ubersicht samt‘Adressen,
soweit vorhanden:

Women Commission of Asian Students Association (ASA)

gehort zur All Nepal National Free Students Union (ANNFSU)

Sumitra Joshi, P.0.Box 2392, Kathmandu

Geben die sehr interessante Zeitung Asian Womanhood heraus, seit 1985.

Damit verbunden und unter demselben Postfach zu erreichen ist die
Women's Welfare Society

Sie kooperieren mit der

All Nepal Women's Association (ANWA, ANA)

Chairwoman: Sanjita Rawal, General Secretary: Pruna Shova. Weitere
Vorstandsfrauen: Kamala Shrestha, Sujita Shakya, Shanti Shrestha,

Bidhya Bhattarai. Jyoti Pradhan gehort auch dazu. Gegriindet 1980.
Steht den M-L nahe. Adresse chhaina.

All Nepal National Women's Forum bzw. Munch (ANNWF, ANWF)
Prasidentin ist die beruhmte Tamang-Schriftstellerin Pariyat, die
iibrigens im Rollstuhl sitzt. General Secretary: Pampha/Pamfa Bhusal.
Hsila Yami (Autorin von "Women and Democracy', s. Dossier) ist hier
Mitglied. Ist die radikalste Gruppe, soll Masaal nahestehen. Sie
organisierten die Demo gegen den Schonheitswettbewerb mit Modenschau
(s. Dossier). Adresse chhaina.

All Nepal Women's Organisation (ANWO)
Prasidentin: Brinda Pandey. Die Heldin von Pokhara, Laxmi Karkee
(s. Dossier) ist hier Mitglied. Adresse chhaina.

(Anmerkung: Ich glaube, daB es sich grundsétzlich um Gruppen aus
dem linken Spektrum handelt, wenn ihre Namen mit "All Nepal" beginnen.)
P - - - 2 W -

Nepal Mahila Sangathan (Nepal Women's Association)

hat einen sehr schlechten Ruf, s. auch im Dossier der Beitrag ''Women
and Democracy". Vielleicht kann Mangala Devi Singh, die Frau von
Ganesh Man Singh, den Verein veriandern. Sie ist seit April Prisi-
dentin und war es schon einmal 1945/46.

Asmita
Eine ziemlich neue, linke Frauenzeitschrift auf Nepali. Asmita = Identitat.
Gibt es seit Ende 1988.
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Media Nepal

e

Hg. ist Bharati Silawal-Giri, eine der interessantesten Frauen, die
Nepal zu bieten hat. Thr Mann ist Pradip Giri, langjdhriger politischer
Aktivist. Beide sind dem Nepali Congress verbunden. Bharati arbeitet
u.a. fiir die Frauen in der Congress Party. Ich bin mit ihr seit 15
. Jahren befreundet. Uber die beiden besteht direkter Kontakt zu Rishi-
kesh Shaha und HURON. (HURON und FOPHUR arbeiten eng zusammen
und haben z.T. dieselben Mitglieder). Es lohntesich schon immer,
Media Nepal zu abonnieren. Sie erscheint nur leider recht unregel-
mifBig bzw. lange gar nicht. Siehe auch Dossier! Adresse:
P.0.Box 2445, KTM, T. 211886, 216143.

Nepal Mahila Prajatantra Party

Uber Nepals Frauenpartei weifl ich nichts zu sagen, will sie jedoch
der Vollstindigkeit halber auffiuhren. Es gibt sie seit Juni 1990.
Vorsitzende ist Kishori Acharya. Mit im Vorstand sind Vijaya Rana,
Shyam Kumari Rai, Chandra Devi Shrestha, Mina Devi Sharma, Hari-
laxmi Maharjan, Nani Maharjan, Kusum Tulachan, Sunita Karmacharya,
Pramila Sharma. Minner sind in dieser bunten Mischung erwiinscht.
Berater ist der Journalist Bhim Narayan Sharma.

R s S R nps————— 4R e

Manushi

Die zweifellos interessanteste Frauenzeitschrift auf dem indischen Sub-
kontinent. Sie erscheint monatlich, aber abwechselnd in Hindi und
Englisch. Madhu Kishwar und Ruth Vanita sind die beiden tragenden
Siulen und Mitbegriinderinnen (1979). Die hoffentlich noch giiltige
Anschrift: Manushi, C 202 Lajpat Nagar - 1, New Delhi 110 024, Indien.

-
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‘Good Morning, Sir!

Zum Problem des Grundrechtes auf Bildung und der Situation in der Praxis berichtet unser Beiratsmitglied Ingrid
Decker fiber personliche Eindriicke und Erfahrungen in Nepal:

7ﬁ~JAh,”zv'J¢{Morning, Miss!" Dutzende von kleinen Nepalis haben sich am Schul-
tor versammelt, um ihre ankommenden Lehrer zu begriBen. Die Rufe der Kinder
gehdren schon fast zum morgendlichen Ritual hier in dieser Boarding-School.
Ort der Handlung ist Balaju,ein Vorort von Nepals Hauptstadt Kathmandu.
Schon eine Stunde vor Unterrichtsbeginn haben sich die Schiller und Schilerinnen
auf dem Vorplatz dieser alten Villa versammelt, die jetzt als Schulgebiude
benutzt wird. Die meisten tragen eine Schuluniform bestehend aus blauer Hose
oder blauem Rock, einer weiBen Bluse und einem dunkelroten Pullover.
Ein paar Jungen spielen FuBball, einige Madchen Seilspringen, ab und zu gibt €5
Tranen und die Erwachsenen missen Streitende auseinanderbringen. Szenen, wie
sie sich vor jeder Schule abspielen konnten.
Taglich werden beim Principal, dem Leiter der Schule, weitere Kinder angemeldet
Die meisten von ihnen sind kaum &lter als vier Jahre.

Zufallig hatte ich einen der Lehrer der English Medium Boarding-School kennen-
gelernt, der mir begeistert von seiner Arbeit erzdhlte. Als er hdrte, daB ich
auch Lehrerin bin,lud er mich zu einem Besuch ein. Da eine Englischlehrerin
noch fehlte, hatte mich dann der Leiter der Schule dazu iUberredet, am nichsten
Tag ein paar Probestunden zu geben. Seit einem halben Jahr genoB ich meine Be-
urlaubung, doch allmdhlich fing ich an , mich zu langweilen.Deshalb war ich
dann auch schnell bereit, ein paar Wochen zu bleiben.

Gegen 11 Uhr jeden Morgen wurde von der Hausmeisterin die Glocke geldutet, und
nach kurzer Zeit hatten sich die Kindeg in Reihen aufgestellt, eines hinter dem
anderen, vom kleinsten vorne bis zum gréBten hinten. Die dritte Klasse schaffte
es am schnellsten, wdhrend die Kleinen der Nursery-class vermutlich nicht mal
wuBBten,was von ihnen verlangt wurde. Wir vier Lehrer muBten dann dafir sorgen,
dafBl alle endlich ruhig wurden.

Zuerst muBten die Kinder beten. Die Kopfe gesenkt Uber den gefalteten Hinden
murmelten sie etwas Unverstandliches.Erst spater habe ich dann herausgehort, daB
das Gebet in Englisch war. Es folgte die Nationalhymne Nepals, gesungen in stram-
mer Haltung und mit erhobenem Kopf. Im Gansemarsch, den Zeigefinger auf den Mund
gelegt, ging es dann in die Klassen.

Meine KollegInnen unterrichteten Nepali, Mathematik und Science, jede Unter-
richtsstunde dauverte 4o Minuten. Gegen halb zwei war Tiffintime, eine einstindige
Mittagspause. Die Kleinen konnten um halb vier nach Hause gehen, alle Ubrigen
eine Stunde spéater.
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Neben der Nursery-class fir die Schulanfdnger gab es zwei Kindergartenklassen.

Da die Schule noch nicht sehr lange bestand , folgten darauf nur noch die Klassen

1 bis 3. In allen sechs Schilergruppen wurde Englisch unterrichtet, wund das war
nun meine Aufgabe. In "class 3"saBen nie mehr als acht Schiler. Hier hatte ich

auch die wenigsten Verstdndigungsprobleme, da die meisten bereits ganz gut Englisch
sprachen. Ich hatte mir ein Sprachlehrbuch Nepali - Englisch gekauft, das ich gut

im Unterricht benutzen konnte. So lernten meine Schiler Englisch und ich gleich-
zeitig Nepali. Dabei muB ich gestehen, daB mir die Kinder weit Uberlegen waren
was das Lerntempo betrifft. Da es nicht geniigend Schulrdume gab, wurde die kleine
Gruppe im Freien unterrichtet.
In der alten Villa war nur Platz fir die 1. und 2. Klasse, die Vorschulklassen
dagegen zwangten sich in den Anbau: schmale Riume mit rohen Betonwédnden, die auch
noch feucht waren.
Die Kleinsten saBen oft zu fUnft in den schmalen Binken. Da téglich neue Schiler-
Innen kamen, waren nach einem Monat bereits 5o drei- bis vierjdhrige in einem
Raum von 2o Quadratmetern eingepfercht. Es gab keine Wandtafel und auch keine
Bilder. Aus einer anderen Klasse holte ich dann jedesmal ein Plakat mit Tier-
zeichnungen darauf. Die Kleinen schrien mit Begeisterung die Namen der Tiere im
Chor, zuerst in Nepali und dann mit meiner Hilfe in Englisch.
Oft gab es Streit, kein Wunder bei dieser Enge! Oder ein Schulneuling schluchzte
vor sich hin und muBte erstmal getrdstet werden. Diese Unterbrechung nutzten
dann einige Kinder aus den hinteren Bankreihen an der Tir, um sich auf der Toilette
zu verstecken. Der reinste Zirkus, bis es mir dann mal wieder gelang, die Auf-
merksamkeit auf ein neues Spiel zu lenken: die Zahlenreihe von 1 bis 20, vorwarts,
ruckwarts und durcheinander; die Namen und Farben von Kleidungssticken oder ein
englisches Lied. )
Wie entspannend dagegen war der Unterricht in den anderen Klassen! Es gab zwar keine
Bicher, dafir aber eine Tafel. Die Kinder in " kay ji one", der ersten Kinder-
gartengruppe, lernten lateinische Buchstaben schreiben. Wie verhext waren aber
jeden Morgen die Bleistiftspitzen abgebrochen und es gab nur einen Anspitzer in
der ganzen Schule...
Einige SchilerInnen erschienen nur selten zum Unterricht. Vermutlich muB3ten sie
auf kleinere Geschwister aufpassen oder ihren Eltern bei der Arbeit helfen. Der

\ Principal kontrollierte jedoch nur, ob das Schulgeld von 150 Rupien im Monat be-
zahlt worden war oder nicht.

Im Kathmandutal besuchen bereits 60 % aller Kinder eine Grundschule. Die Lehrer
der Regierungsschulen sind Staatsbeamte.

8
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Privatschulen Uberwiegen jedoch. Die English Medium Boarding- Schools schieBen

wie Reispflanzen im Monsunregen aus dem Boden. Einige werden mit Regierungs-
geldern unterstitzt, die meisten mussen sich aber selbst finanzieren. Schulgeld
mul in allen Schulen gezahlt werden. Das sind bis zu 150 Rupien im Monat pro
Kind, etwa 10 D- Mark umgerechnet. Ein Busfahrer verdient jedoch nicht mehr als
50 Mark. )

Eine Ausbildung fir Grundschullehrer gibt es nicht. Die Lehrerstudenten der
Tribhuvan- Universitdt in Kathmandu werden spater an den Héheren Schulen unter-
richten. Jeder, der sich berufen fiUhlt, kann Lehrer an einer Grundschule werden.
Fachliche Qualifikation ist weniger wichtig als natirliche Autoritédt und Ein-
fihlungsvermégen. Mein Kollege, ffister Lama, war dafir ein gutes Beispiel. Er
sorgte jeden Morgen dafir, daB die Kleinen saubere Hande und geschnittene Finger-
nagel hatten. Im Mathematikunterricht vermittelte er das , was er selbst mal in
der Schule gelernt hatte. Er erklarte mir, daB seine Arbeit fir ihn Gottesdienst

sei, viel nitzlicher als das Beten im Tempel.

Bildung war bis vor 5o Jahren das Vorrecht einer adeligen Minderheit in Nepal.
Erst nach 1951 als das Land sich zum Ausland hin 6ffnete, wurde der Feudalstaat
nach westlichem Vorbild modernisiert. In den letzten 3o Jahren stieg der Anteil
der Schulbesucher von 8 auf 30 Prozent. Im "verwestlichten" Kathmandu gibt es

jedoch weit mehr Schulen als in den Dérfern.

Als zwei Monate spater mein Touristen-Visum abgelaufen war, muBte ich Nepal
fir einige Zeit verlassen. Die Nursery-class war inzwischen auf 70 Kinder an-
wachsen und sollte nun endlich geteilt werden. Aber es gab keinen Klassenraum
mehr. Acht KollegInnen unterrichteten , 7wei Minner und sechs Frauen.

Der Abschied von den kleinen Nepalis fiel mir besonders schwer. Sie durften
etwas lernen und waren sehr stolz darauf. Aber sie wurden auch gedrillt wie
kleine Soldaten, blieben ohne Spielraum fir selbsté@ndiges Handeln.Sie wurden
geschlagen, wenn sie nicht auch in den Pausen Englisch untereinander sprachen.
Nepali wird in den English Medium Schools wie eine Fremdsprache unterrichtet.
Mal ganz zu schweigen davon, daB Nepali die Muttersprache einer, wenn such
herrschenden, Minderheit ist.35 weitere Sprachen und Dialekte werden im Land

gesprochen, aber kaum einer Schule unterrichtet.

Nach 30 Jahren Herrschaft einer korrupten Konigsfamiliewerden im Mai 1881 die
ersten freien Wahlen stattfinden. Hoffentlich wird das Parlament dann das Recht

auf Bildung fur alle durchsetzen kénnen.

e et = A i e e
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Kurzbericht von Egon Bender liber seine Nepalreise im
| ktober

Als Nachtrag zu den bereits im vorigen Rundbrief abgedruckten Informationen fiber
Menschenrechte engagierten Organisationen méchten wir den 0
Bender vom 13. November 1990 nachliefern. Es wurde beméngelt, da die

einige auf dem Gebiet der
horigen Brief unseres Beiratsmitglieds Egon
ormationen im letzten Heft kommentarlos

abgedruckt wurden. Ich bitte die infolge von Zeitdruck entstandene Panne zu entschuldigen:

Licber Karl-Heinz,

der Aufenthalt in Nepal war phantastisch. Kathmandu ist lebhaft, aber
trotzdem immer angenchm; die Landschaft in der Annapurna-Region ist
herrlich; die Rafting-Tour und der Besuch des Chitwan Nationalparks
war aufregend, aber das Beste an Nepal sind die Menschen. Noch nie ist
mir ein so hilfsbereites und nettes Volkchen begegnet.

Neben meinen touristischen Interessen hatte ich viele
informative und interessante Kontakte zu unterschiedlichen Personen
und Institutionen. Das mit Dir vor meiner Nepalreise abgeklirte
Informationsblatt habe ich Interessierten d@ibergeben und auf unser
uncigenniitziges Engagement hingewicsen.

Leider hatte ich keine Zeit gefunden, persdnliche Kontakte zu
FOPHUR aufzubauen, aber es haben sich Kontakte zu anderen
Menschenrechtsorganisationen ergeben. So hatte ich zum Beispiel durch
dic Vermittlung von HARI PRASAD SHRESTHA ecin interessantes
Gesprich mit Ms PARIJAT, ciner bekannten nepalischen Schrift-
stellerin, die Vice-Prisident von HURON ist. Sie ist sehr engagiert in
religidsen und ethnischen Dingen, aber auch Bildungschancen fiir alle
sind ihr sehr wichtig. Weil ich mich in religisen und ethnischen
Problemen nur wenig auskenne, konnte ich in dem Gesprich keine
konkreten Ergebnisse crarbeiten. BEs erscheint mir sinnvoll, unser
Engagement auf diesem Gebiet in einem Brief an Ms PARIJAT zu
profilieren, und so den Ausgangspunkt fir eine nutzbringende
Zusammenarbeit zu schaffen.

Ebenso interessant war das Treffen im NON FORMAL
EDUCATION CENTER, eciner engagierten Institution, die sich um
unterschiedlichste  AusbildungsmaSnahmen und um kommunale
Entwicklung bemiiht. Im Umfeld dieser non-government non-profit
Organisation wurde eine Menschenrechtsorganisation gegriindet, die mir
schr engagiert erscheint. Durch zwei Umweltschutzprojekte
(Marmorabbau sidlich yon Kathmandu und Zement-Fabrik im
Kathmandu-Tal) sowie einem Ausbildungsprogramme fiir Gefangene,
mbochten sie in der Offentlichkeit die Wichtigkeit von Menschenrechten
verdeutlichen.

Im NON FORMAL EDUCATION CENTER traf ich auch zwei
Frauen, die eine eigene Organisation mit dem Schwerpunkt Frauen- und
Kinderrechte gegriindet haben. Sie erschienen vielleicht etwas

unerfahren, aber Engagement war zweifelsohne vorhanden, und das ist
meistens wichtiger.

Wie bereits in unserem letzten Telefongespriich angedeutet,
engagiere ich mich (zZ. auf eigene Verantwortung und ohne
organisatorische Hiille) im Bereich vocation training, Ich hoffe durch die
Einfihrung dualer Ausbildungsformen breite Ausbildungschancen fiir
unterschiedlichste Talente zu schaffen und hierdurch nicht nur die
wirtschaftliche sondern auch die soziale Situation zu verbessern. In
Nepal hatte ich Kontakt zu dem NON FORMAL EDUCATION
CENTER, zv einer tibetischen High school, sowie zufdllig zu Mr
TEEKA RAM BHATTARAIL ecinem Conservation Officer des
ANNAPURNA CONSERVATION AREA PROJECT. Mit diesen drei
Partnern mbchte ich ‘"erste Gehversuche” in Richtung duales
Ausbildungssystem unternehmen.

Schr informativ waren auch die Gespriiche in Nepal Gber die
laufende Verfassungs-Diskussion. Leider ist die Verfassung trotz
mehrfacher Ankiindigung, wihrend meines Aufenthaltes in Nepal nicht
verabschiedet worden. Am 9. November soll die Verfassung
veroffentlicht werden, doch Grund zum Optimismus gibt es nicht. Nach
meinen Informationen ist der urspriingliche Verfassungsentwurf vom
Kabinett abgeéindert worden. Die Kongresspartei wurde hierbei vom
Konig unterstiitzt, aber auch die berechtigte Angst vor der
Machtibernahme durch Militir und Polizei, die absolut loyal zum Kdnig
stehen, diirfte eine Rolle gespielt haben. Die vorgenommen Anderungen
sind nicht offiziell publiziert worden, doch wurde mir von mehreren
Stellen berichtet, das in der Priambel der Begriff *hinduistisch-
konstitutionelle Monarchie® in die Formulierung “hinduistische,
konstitutionelle Monarchie” gedndert. Dieser textlich geringe
Unterschied bewirkt dominante Anderungen in der Interpretation.
Nachdem die abgewandelte Verfassung dem Konig zum Unterzeichnen
vorlegte wurde, war dieser mit dem kicinen Finger nicht zufrieden und
verlangte nach der ganzen Hand. Geriichten zur Folge hatte der Kdnig
ecine ecigene Verfassung vorgeschlagen, Demonstrationen der
unterschiedlichsten Organisationen Gber Tage hinweg waren dic
Reaktion.

Mit bestem GruB
Egon Bender

Steht das nepalische Volk an einem Neubeginn?

Eine kritische Analyse der neuen nepalischen Verfassung von Karl-Heinz Krimer

Nach fast dreiBig Jahren der Unterdriickung durch das zu Beginn der
60cr Jahre von Konig Mahendra, dem Vater des heutigen Konigs
Birendra, aus der Taufe gehobene Panchayat-System, hatte sich das
nepalische Volk im vergangenen Frithjahr unter groBen Opfern gegen
das System erhoben. Es ist von etwa 500 Toten und zahlreichen
Verletzten die Rede. Als sich Anfang April der Unmut des Volkes gegen
die Person des Konigs sclber zu richten begann, lenkte dieser ein und
nahm Verhandlungen mit den Fihrern der den Volksaufstand
organisierenden verbotenen Parteien auf. Das FErgebnis war die
Avuflosung des Panchayat-Systems und die Einsetzung einer
Ubergangsregierung, an welcher der Nepali Congress, der mit Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai auch den Premierminister stellte, und sieben in der
United Left Front zusammengeschlossene Linksparteien beteiligt waren.
Diese erste Partcienregierung seit 1960 wandte sich mit dem
Versprechen an das Volk, innerhalb von drei Monaten eine neue,
demokratische Verfassung zu schaffen und innerhalb eines Jahres freie
und aligemeine Parlamentswahlen durchzufthren. In der Anfangszeit
hatte die Ubergangsregierung jedoch noch verstirkt mit den alten
Kriften des Panchayat-Systems zu kiimpfen, welche weiterhin mit ihren
Schlédgertrupps, den sogenannten Mandale, fir Unsicherheit und Chaos
im Lande sorgten, um dic Parteienregierung in Verruf zu bringen. Auch
aus dem Umfeld des Konigspalastes, meist kurz als "der Palast"
bezeichnet, wurde kein Versuch ausgelassen, die schwindende Macht
doch noch zu erhalten. Nicht selten wurde das Vertrauen der
Parteifthrer dabei riicksichtslos miSbraucht.

So sollte es noch bis Ende Mai dauern, che eine Verfassungskommission
eingesetzt werden konnte, welche das Vertrauen der politischen Parteien
besaB. Diese Kommission schioB jhre Arbeit Ende August ab, doch

versuchte der Palast auch in der Folgezeit noch das fiir das Volk
durchaus positive Ergebnis zu verhindern. Erst am 10. September kam es
zur offiziellen Ubergabe des Verfassungsentwurfs an Konig Birendra.
Dieser reichte den Entwurf sogieich an Premierminister Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai weiter und forderte diesen auf, ihn mit allen politischen
Parteien  cingehend  auszudiskutieren wund mit eventuelien

Verdnderungen versehen ihm wiedervorzulegen. Der Hintergedanke
dabei war sicherlich, auch dic konservativen Krifte des Panchayat-
Systems zu beteiligen, die sich zwischenzeitlich in einigen neuen Parteien
- zu nennen sind hier insbesondere die beiden National Democratic

Parties von Surya Bahadur Thapa und von Lokendra Bahadur Chand -
formiert hatten. Gleichzeitig erhoben aber auch linke Randgruppen,
denen der Verfassungsentwurf nicht weit genug ging, und einige
sezessionistische Gruppen ihre Stimme. Dem Palastumfeld konnte das
Auf und Ab der politischen Stimmung in den folgenden Wochen nur
recht sein. Erst Anfang Oktober entschloB sich der Ministerrat, eine
dreikdpfige Kommission aus den eigenen Reihen zu bilden, welche dem
Verfassungsentwurf seine endgiiltige Form gab, dic dem Palast
offensichtlich nicht schmeckte. Anders ist es nicht zu erkliren, daB die
Promulgierung der neuen Verfassung durch den Kodnig immer wieder
hinausgeschoben und am 21.0ktober gar ein Gegenentwurf des Palastes
herausgegeben wurde, der kaum noch Ahnlichkeit mit dem eigentlichen
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Verfassungsentwurf hatte und eher an die alte Panchayat-Verfassung
erinnerte. Demonstrationen, Arbeitsniederlegungen und SchlieBungen
der Geschifte in weiten Teilen des Landes, besonders aber in den
stidtischen Gebieten, waren die Antwort des Volkes. Da endlich lenkte
Konig Birendra ein und promulgierte dic Verfassung am 9.November in
der ihm vom Ministerrat vorgelegten Form. - .

Hatten insbesondere die linken Gruppen der Verfassung mit ziemlichem
Argwohn entgegengeschen, so &uBerten sich fast alle Parteien nach der
‘Promulgicrung zufrieden und zuversichtlich. Meinungsumfragen haben
ergeben, daB man in Kreisen von Nepali Congress, Nepali National
Congress, Nepal Praja Parishad und auch den National Democratic
Parties die Verfassung fast 100prozentig gutheiBt. Aber auch die
wichtigsten kommunistischen Gruppen wie die Nepal Communist Party
(Marxist-Leninist) und dic Gruppe von Man Mohan Adhikari stchen zu
75-80% hinter der Verfassung.

"Entgegen allen Erwartungen ist die Verfassung in ihren Grundiagen
‘demokratisch. Sic 148t dem nepalischen Volk ausreichend Raum, fir
weitergehende demokratische Werte und Menschenrechte zu kiimpfen”,
schrieb Prakash Kafle, der Generalsekretiir des Forums for Protection of

Human Rights (ROPHUR). Hier kommt einerseits die deutliche |

Erleichterung des nepalischen Volkes zum Ausdruck, andererseits aber
wird auch herausgestellt, daB die Verfassung in ihrer heutigen Form
noch in vielen Dingen verbesserungsbediirftig ist. Aber das war aufgrund
der kurzen Zeit, dic den Verantwortlichen zur Verfligung stand,
vielleicht auch nicht anders zu erwarten. Schon wihrend seines
Deutschiandbesuchs Ende August erkliirte Man Mohan Adhikari: *"Man
kann innerhalb von drei Monaten keine Verfassung entwerfen; das ist
ein Witz. Wir haben uns diese kurze Zeitspanne ganz einfach nur
deshalb gesetzt, weil wir dic alten Machtstrukturen ein fir allemal
beenden und der Ubergangsregierung eine Handlungsgrundiage
verschaffen wolliten.”

Vergleicht man dic neue Verfassung mit den Verfassungen fritherer
Jahre, insbesondere mit der 1962 promulgierten Panchayat-Verfassung,
die im Laufe der Jahre drei groBere Verinderungen erfahren hatte, so
kann man jetzt in Nepal durchaus von einem demokratischen
Staatswesen sprechen: Die Souverinitit liegt beim Volk; die Exekutive
wird vom Konig und cinem Ministerrat ausgeiibt, wobei der Konig
jedoch fir alie seine Handlungen der Zustimmung durch den Ministerrat
bedarf;, es wird ein Zweikamme ent geben, wobei im
Reprisentantenhaus nur noch gewihite Vertreter des Volkes sitzen
werden; schlieBlich wird es ein unabhéngies Justizwesen geben.
Besonders markant ist bereits die Priambel der neuen Verfassung. Hier
wird zwar gesagt, daB die Verfassung vom Kdnig promulgiert wird - das
war aufgrund der noch giiltigen Panchayat-Verfassung, nach der die
Souverdnitit in der Person des Konigs ruhte, nicht anders machbar -,
aber wihrend die friheren nepalischen Verfassungen selbstherrlich vom
Konig dem Volk verlichen, ja, besser gesagt, diktiert wurden, riickt nun
ganz klar der Volkswille in den Mittelpunkt. Es wird betont, da8 die
Souveriinitit in den Hénden des Volkes liegt. Das nepalische Volk habe
durch die jingste Volksbewegung sein Verlangen nach
Verfassungsinderungen zum Ausdruck gebracht. Die neue Verfassung
sci durch die groftmogliche Beteiligung des nepalischen Volkes zustande
gekommen. Das Erwachsenenwahlrecht, ein parlamentarisches
Regicrungssystem, dic  konstitutionelle Monarchic wund dic
Viclparteiendemokratic werden als Eckpfeiler der ncuen Verfassung
hervorgehoben. Das alies soll sich auf der Grundlage von Freiheit und
Gleichheit aller nepalischen Biirger vollzichen und durch ein
unabhiingiges und kompetentes Justizwesen abgesichert werden.
SchlieBlich betont Kdnig Birendra, daB er diese “Constitution of the
Kingdom of Nepal" auf Anraten und mit Zustimmung des Ministerrates
promulgiert und in Kraft setzt. Klarer kann die Person des Kdnigs nicht
in den Hintergrund treten. Was fir ein Wandel!

Im Teil 1 der Verfassung (Artikel 1-7) werden einige grundiegende
Definitionen festgelegt, die in &hnlicher Weise auch in der Panchayat-
Verfassung zu finden waren. Sie klingen nun jedoch deutlich anders. So
definicrt Artikel 2 die Nation: "Das nepalische Volk, welches geeint ist
durch das Band gemeinsamer Ziecle und das Vertrauen in die
Unabhingigkeit und Integritit der Nation, unabhingig von Religion,
Rasse, Kaste oder ethnischer Gruppe, stellt in seiner Gesamtheit die
Nation dar.” In diesem Zusamme wurde in der Panchayat-
Verfassung (Artike! 2) noch die Verbundenheit zur Krone als das
gemeinsame, einigende Band der nepalischen Nation bezeichnet.

Artikel 3 sagt ganz eindeutig, in wessen Hénden die Souverinitit liegt:
*Die Souverdnitit Nepals steht dem nepalischen Volk zu und wird in
Ubereinstimmung mit den Vorkehrungen der Verfassung ausgeiibt.”
Hierzu erwiihnte die Panchayat-Verfassung in der Priambel, daB der
Konig traditions- und verfassungsgemiB die souverine Macht ausiibt.
Und noch deutlicher hatte es in Artikel 20 Abs. 2 geheiBien, daB dic
Souverinitit in den Hinden Seiner Majestiit liege. In diesem Punkt ist
wohl der entscheidendste Einschnitt in der ncuen Verfassung zu schen.
Bis zum 9. November 1990 hatte noch alle Macht in den Héinden des
Konigs gelegen, auch wenn dieser zahlreiche Machtbefugmisse auf den

Ministerrat der Ubergangsregierung i hatte. Letztendlich hatte
die Ubergangsregierung bei allen Entscheidungen der Zustimmung des
Konigs bedurft.

Die Definition des Konigreichs in Artikel 4 Abs.1 ist eine wdrtliche
Ubernahme und Erweiterung des entsprechenden Artikels 3 der
Panchayat-Verfassung: "Nepal ist ein multicthnisches, viclsprachliches,
demokratisches, unabhiingiges, unteilbares, souveriines, hinduistisches
und  konstitutionell-monarchisches  Konigreich." Der  Begriff
*monarckisch® wurde in "konstitutionell-monarchisch® abgewandelt; neu
hinzugekommen sind die Begriffe *multiethnisch®, *vielsprachlich" und
*demokratisch”, also allesamt Aspekte, welche im Verlauf der
Demokratiecbewegung vom Prithjahr 1990 und auch in den
Folgemonaten so betont worden waren. Nicht entsprochen wurde jedoch
der so vechement vorgetragenen Forderung einer Abkehr vom
Hindustaat. Bis  zuletzt batten die  nicht-hinduistischen
BevOlkerungsgruppen, die etwa ein Drittel der Gesamtbevdlkerung
ausmachen - dic hindu-staatlichen Statistiken sprechen hier irrefihrend
von iiber 90% Hindus -, aber auch die Linken immer wieder einen
siikularen Staat gefordert. Es bleibt zu befiirchten, daS das Zugestindnis
an die wirtschaftlich, sozial und politisch dominierende Hinduschicht,
welches mit dem Einleitungsartikel 4 {iber alle anderen Aussagen der
Verfassung gesetzt wurde, dic Fortsezung der Diskriminierung nicht-
hinduistischer Ethnien garantiert. Wie kann man in Artikel 11 von der
Gleichheit aller Biirger reden, wenn man zuvor in Artikel 4 den Staat als
einen hinduistischen deklariert hat? Hiermit werden nicht nur die
Religion sondern auch das hinduistische Gesellschaftsgefiige, dic
hinduistischen Werte, die hinduistische Denk- und Lebensweise und die
hinduistische Politik als staatlich verbindlich festgeschrieben.

In &hnlicher Weise ist Artikel 6 der Verfassung zu werten, welcher das
Nepali, also die Sprache der dominierenden Hinduschicht, als National-
und Amtssprache festschreibt. DaB man die meistgesprochene Sprache
Nepals als Amtssprache festiegt, mag ja noch einleuchten, daB man diese
Sprache aber weiterhin - wie schon in Artikel 4 der Panchayat-
Verfassung - zur Nationalsprache erklirt, muB als ein weiteres
Zugestindnis an die fihrenden Brahmanen- und Chetrikreise des
Landes verstanden werden. Da dient Abs2 des Artikels 6 der
Verfassung, wonach alle ibrigen Sprachen, die in den unterschiedlichen
Gegenden Nepals als Muttersprache gesprochen werden, als *Sprachen
der Nation" bezeichnet werden, wohl eher der Beruhigung der groSere
Rechte und eine Wahrung ihrer Kultur fordernden ethnischen Gruppen.
Es bleibt abzuwarten, wie dic kommenden nepalischen Regierungen
diesen mir unklaren Begriff “"Sprachen der Nation" rechtlich
interpreticren werden. Wenn die Gbrigen Muttersprachen Nepals keine
Gleichberechtigung neben dem i erfahren, ist durch die
Volksbewegung vom Frihjehr 1990 in dieser Hinsicht nichts erreicht
worden.

Teil 2 (= Artikel 8-10) der neuen Verfassung behandeln das Recht auf
Staatsbiirgerschaft. Sie bringen keine wesentlichen Verdnderungen
gegeniiber den Artikeln 7 und 8 der Panchayat-Verfassung. Neucrungen
sind das Recht auf Wiedereinbiirgerung von gebiirtigen Nepali, die
zwischenzeitlich eine andere Staatsbiirgerschaft angenommen haben
sowie die Einbiirgerung von Nachkommen nepalischer Eltern. Markant
ist hier jedoch die beibehaltene Benachteiligung nepalischer Frauen, die
wicderum in krassem Gegensatz zum Gleichheitsgrundsatz des Artikels
11 steht: Die Ehepartnerinnen nepalischer Ménner kdnnen unmittelbar
nach ihrer EheschlieBung eingebirgert werden, den Ebepartnern
nepalischer Frauen jedoch ist dieses Recht verwehrt. Ob sie in Zukunft
wenigstens eine gesetzlich zugesicherte Aufenthaltserlaubnis erhalten,

- bleibt abzuwarten; aus der ncuen Verfassung 148t sich dies jedenfalls

nicht ablesen. Hier wird wiederum das Hindurecht deutlich, wonach eine
Frau nach ihrer EheschlicBung ein Mitglied der Familie ihres
Bhemannes wird und diesem zu dienen hat. Alle Bindungen und Rechte
in Bezug auf jhre eigene Familic und, im Falle der Ehe mit einem
Auslinder, ihre eigene Kultur und Geselischaft werden ijhr
abgesprochen. Auch hier zeigt dic Verfassung also wicder eine
Verbeugung vor dem Bekenntnis zum Hindustaat nach Artikel 4.
Besonders lobend sind die in Teil 3 (Artikel 11-23) geregelten
Grundrechte zu erwéihnen, die sich weitestgehend mit unserem westlich-
demokratischen Rechtsgrundsatz decken, wenn da nicht die vereinzelten
Widerspriiche mit anderen Artikeln der Verfassung wiren, auf die ich ja
bereits wiederholt verwiesen habe. Auffallend ist nicht mehr Linger von
Pflichten und Rechten der Biirger die Rede. Die Panchayat-Verfassung
hatte in Artikel 9 die Grundpflichten den -rechten vorangesetzt, welche
insbesondere die Loyalitit gegeniiber Kbonigreich und politischem
System beinhalteten.

Artikel 11 der neuen Verfassung betont die Gleichheit aller Birger vor
dem Gesetz, unabhingig von Religion, Rasse, Geschlecht, Kaste,
Volksstamm oder Ideologie. Abgeschen von dem Begriff der *Ideologic”
- damals wurde ja nur die Panchayat-Ideclogic geduldet - deckt sich dies
mit der Aussage des entsprechenden Artikels 10 der Panchayat-
Verfassung. Dieser war aber nicht mehr als eine bloBe Floskel, da die im
Begriff "Hindu-Staat" wverankerte soziale und wirtschaftliche
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Geselischaftsschichtung Vorrang vor aller Gleichheit hatte. Es bleibt zu
befiirchten, daB sich daran nicht viel &ndern wird, da Nepal weiterhin ein
hinduistischer Staat bleibt. Da diirften weder Gesetzesvorkehrungen
zum Schutz der Interessen der Frauen, Kinder, alten Menschen, der
kdrperlich und geistig Behinderten und der wirtschaftlich, sozial und

* bildungsmiBig riickstindigen Klassen (Abs.3) noch das formelle Verbot

der Unberiihrbarkeit mit allen scinen Nebenaspekten (Abs.d) etwas
bewirken.

Artike] 12 beinhaltet neben dem sehr zu begriiBenden Verbot der
Todesstrafc eine ganze Reihe bisher in Nepal durchaus nicht
selbstverstindlicher persOnlicher Freiheitsrechte: Gedanken- und
Redefreiheit, Versammlungsfreiheit, Freiheit zur Bildung wvon
Gewerkschaften und Vereinen, Freiziigigkeit und Niederlassungsfreiheit
innerhalb Nepals sowic das Recht auf freic Berufswahl. Besonders
erfreulich ist die vollige Presse- und Publikationsfreiheit, welche durch
Artikel 13 garantiert wird. Hatten doch gerade die Journalisten und
Schriftsteller im Panchayat-Nepal sehr unter der Zensur zu leiden.

Auch hinsichtlich des Schutzes des Einzelnen bei der Anwendung des
StrafprozeBrechts paSt sich Nepal mit den Artikein 14 und 15 ganz den
internationalen Menschenrechtsstatuten an: Niemand darf fur eine Tat
bestraft werden, die zum Zeitpunkt der Tat nicht strafbar war. Niemand
darf dber das zum Zeitpunkt der Tat gesetzliche vorgeschriebene
StrafmaB hinaus bestraft werden (Artikel 14 Abs.1). Niemand darf fir
¢in und dieselbe Tat mehr als einmal bestraft werden (Abs2). Niemand
darf gezwungen werden, gegen sich selbst auszusagen (Abs.3). Niemand
darf in der Untersuchungshaft kdrperlich oder psychisch gefoltert
werden, noch darf er in grausamer, unmenschlicher oder erniedrigender
Weise behandelt werden. Jeder, der so behandelt wird hat einen
Anspruch auf Entschadigung, der gesctzlich zu regeln ist (Abs4).
Niemand darf inhaftiert werden, ohne daB er zum frithest mdglichen
Zeitpunkt @iber die Griinde hierzu informiert wird. Jeder hat das Recht
auf frei wihlbaren Rechtsbeistand (AbsS). Jeder Verhaftete muB
innerhalb von 24 Stunden nach seiner Verhaftung einem Richter
vorgefiilhrt werden (ausschlieBlich des Reiseweges vom Ort der
Verhaftung zum Richter) und darf ohne richterliche Anordnung iber
diesen Zeitraum hinaus nicht in Haft gebalten werden (Abs. 6).
SchlieBlich besagt Artikel 15, daB niemand ohne Vorliegen
ausreichender Griinde in Vorbeugehaft genommen werden darf. Solche
Grinde sind ecine Bedrohung der Souverdinitiit, der Ruhe, der
Unteilbarkeit oder des Offentlichen Friedens und der Ordnung des
Konigreichs Nepal (Abs. 1).

Weitere garantierte Grundrechte sind das Recht auf Information Gber
alle Angelegenheiten von dffentlicher Bedeutung (Artikel 16), das Recht
auf Bigentum (Artikel 17), das Recht gegen Exilicrung (Artikel 21), das
Recht auf Privatsphire (Artikel 22) sowic das Recht auf konstitutionelle
Rechtsmitte] (Artikel 23).

Wahrend alle diese genannten Grundrechte ohne Einschrinkung zu
begriiBen sind, unterliegen die Artikel 18-20 der mecuen Verfassung
wicderum der Einschrinkung durch das Prinzip des Hindu-Staats. So
billigt Artikel 18 zwar jeder im Kobnigreich Nepal lebenden
Bevolkerungsgruppe das Recht zu, ihre ecigene Sprache, Schrift und
Kultur zu erhalten und zu fordern (Abs. 1) sowie Schulen zur
Bildungsvermittlung in der Muttersprache ihrer Kinder zu errichten
(Abs. 2), es bleibt jedoch fraglich, welcher Wert einem derartigen
Freiheitsrecht im Hindu-Staat Nepal zukommt. Welche Zukunft haben
Kinder, dic in ihrer eigenen Kultur und Sprache erzogen wurden in einer
Welt, in der nur dic Hinduwerte zihlen. Nepal bekennt sich mit seiner
neuen Verfassung zwar zum Vielvolkerstaat, doch ist dieses Bekenntnis
cin halbherziges; nach wic vor wird dic dominierende Volks
staatsrechtlich bevorzugt. Nur eine Abkehr vom Hindu-Staat schafft die
Voraussetzung fur "einen blihenden Garten aller Volker (sabai jatko
phulbari)”, wic Prithvinaryan Shah, der Begriinder des modernen Nepal
vor gut 200 Jahren scinen neuen Einheitsstaat so euphorisch bezeichnet
hatte.

Auch Artikel 19 ist vor diesem Hintergrund zu sehen. Es handelt sich
dabei um cine fast wortliche Ubernahme des Artikels 14 der Panchayat-
Verfassung: Jeder hat das Recht, sich zu der Religion zu bekennen und
die Religion zu praktizieren, die er ererbt hat, in reinstimmung mit
den traditionellen Praktiken. Missionierung ist ebenso verboten wie der
freiwillige Ubertritt zu ciner anderen Religionsgemeinschaft. Dies
entspricht ganz dem hinduistischen Verstiindnis von Religion. Das Wort
fur Religion im Nepali ist "dharma”. Der dbarma ist im Hinduismus eine
religids-soziale Verpflichtung, in die der einzelne hineingeboren wird,
die er zu erfullen hat, aus der es kein Entrinnen gibt. Eine Lockerung
der bisherigen Rechtspraxis bringt jedoch Abs. 2 des Artikels 19, welcher
jeder Konfession das Recht zu unabhingigem Bestchen und zur
Verwaltung und zum Schutz ihrer religiosen Platze zugesteht. Hieraus
schopfen insbesondere nepalische Christen und Moslems die Hoffnung
auf eine freiere Entfaltung ihrer Religionssphére.

SchlieBlich wverbietet Artikel 21 Menschenhandel, Sklaverei,
Leibeigenschaft und Zwangsarbeit in jeglicher Form (Abs. 1). Kinder
diirfen nicht in Fabriken, Minen oder bei dhnlich gefahriichen Arbeiten

beschiiftigt werden (Abs. 2). Um alle Formen menschlicher
Unterdriickung und Ausbeutung in Nepal auszumerzen, wiirde es einer
grundsétzlichen Umwilzung des Gesellschaftsgeftiges bediirfen. Es ist
allerdings stark zu bezweifeln, daB sich diese Verfinderung in niherer
Zukunft vollziehen wird, hat man doch das bestchende System durch den
Fortbestand des Hindustaates gesichert. Bs wird sich also am Schicksal
der niedrigen Kasten, der ethnischen Gruppen, der landlosen Bauern
und der Frauen nicht viel &ndern. Bs bleibt lediglich die Hoffnung, da8
der seit vielen Jahren florierende und vom Panchayat-System geduldete
Handel mit Kindern, insbesondere Maidchen, in Zukunft stiitker
unterbunden wird. Ob der Artikel 21 aber dem Schutz der Kinder in
ausreichendem MaBe gerecht wird, wenn er lediglich ihre Beschéftigung
bei gefiihrlichen Arbeiten untersagt, wage ich zu bezweifeln.

Der Person des Konigs ist Teil 5 der Verfassung (Artikel 27-33)
gewidmet. Wie bisher ist mit den Worten "Seine Majestiit® der
regierende Kbnig gemeint, der ein Nachkomme des GroBkdnigs
Prithvinarayan Shah und Anhénger der arischen Kultur und der Hindu-
Religion sein muB (Abs. 1). Der Kdnig wird als das Symbol der
nepalischen Nation und der Einheit des nepalischen Volkes bezeichnet
(Abs. 2). Einc #bnlich lautende Funktion des Konigs war in der
Panchayat-Verfassung in Artikel 2 Abs.1 noch an den Anfang der ganzen
Verfassung gesetzt worden. Ich sehe hierin eine unterschiedliche,
realistischere Wertung der Person des Kdnigs. Es soll nun die vorrangige
Aufgabe Seiner Majestit sein, die Verfassung zu pflegen und zu
schiitzen und dabei dic besten Interessen und den Fortschritt des
nepalischen Volkes im Auge zu haben (Abs. 3). ‘Hier wird der Konig
wortwOrtlich an die Verfassung gebunden; er wird zum konstitutionellen
Monarchen. Der alles entscheidende Satz der Panchayat-Verfassung
(Artikel 20 Abs.2), "Dic Souverinitdt Nepals ruht in seiner Majestit,
und alle Macht, exekutiv, legislativ und judikativ, gehen vom Konig aus”,
ist ersatzlos gestrichen.

Die folgenden Artikel beschiftigen sich mit formellen Aspekten des
Konigsamtes wie der Thronfolge (Artikel 28), den Ausgaben und
Privilegien des Kdnigs und seiner Familie (Artikel 29), der Steuerfreiheit
scines Einkommens und der Unantastbarkeit seines Besitzes (Artikel
30), seiner juristischen Unantastbarkeit (Artikel 31) sowic der Regelung
von Vertretung und Regentschaft (Artikel 32).

Teil 6, in der Panchayat-Verfassung dem Staatsrat (Raj Sabha)
gewidmet, betrifft in der neuen Verfassung den Raj Parishad. Schon von
der Zusammensetzung her entspricht dieser wohl ganz dem fritheren Raj
Sabha. Thm gehSren neben staatlichen und hinduistischen und
militdrischen Wirdentriigern Vertraute und Nominierte des Konigs an.
Diesem Raj Parishad kommen lediglich im Falle des Todes, der
Abdankung oder der Regicrungsunfahigkeit des Kbnigs besondere
Funktionen zu, die von der Verfassung (Artikel 34) geregelt werden. Die
Notwendigkeit eines derartigen Staatsrates in einem demokratischen
Nepal wird von linken politischen Gruppen sehr bezweifelt. Man sicht
hierin wohl auch das Uberleben einer konservativen Institution
wvergangen gehoffter Zeiten.

Die Teile 7-11 (Artikel 35-96) der Verfassung behandeln die Exckutive,
Legislative und Jurisdiktion. Im Panchayat-Nepal ruhte alle diese Macht
‘in der Person des Kdnigs. So hatte es beispielsweise in Artikel 24 der
Panchayat-Verfassung geheien, daB dic exckutive Macht Nepals
entweder durch Seinc Majestiit direkt oder durch ihm untergebene
Minister ausgeiibt werden solle. Aufgabe der Minister war es, dem Kdig
bei der Ausiibung seiner exekutiven Macht heifend und beratend zur
Seite zu stehen. Auch in der neuen Verfasuung hat man sich gescheut.
den Kdnig aus der aktiven Politik herauszulassen. So heiBt es in Artikel
35 Abs.1: "Die exckutive Macht des Kdnigreichs Nepal soll entsprechend
dieser Verfassung und anderer Gesetze in den Hiinden Seiner Majestiit
und des Ministerrats liegen." Allerdings wird gleich im nachsten Absatz
die Machtteilung zwischen diesen beiden Organen der Verfassung
zugunsten des Ministerrats konkretisiert, wenn es heiBt: "AuBer in den
Fillen, in denen diese Verfassung dic Ausibung sciner Macht
ausschlieBlich dem Kdnig zugesteht, soll Seine Majestét seine Macht nur
auf Anraten und mit Zustimmung des Ministerrats ausiiben. Solche
Beratung und Zustimmung sollen ihm durch den Premierminister
ubermittelt werden." Und Abs.3 geht sogar noch dariiber hinaus, wean
es heiit: "Die Verantwortung zum Erla8 allgemeiner Verordnungen und
die Kontrolle und Lenkung der Verwaltung des Konigreichs Nepal sollen
entsprechend dieser Verfassung und anderer Gesetze in den Héinden des
Ministerrates liegen." Hier wird deutlich, der Konig wird nur noch
formell an der Macht beteiligt; die eigentlichen Fiden werden vom
Ministerrat gezogen.

Zwar ist die Bildung des Ministerrates die Aufgabe des Kdnigs, wic es
sich ja auch fiir einen Hindu-Herrscher gehort, jedoch sind dem Konig
dabei durch Artikel 36 die Hiinde gebunden. Er ist gehalten, den Fihrer
der stirksten Partei des Repriisentantenhauses zum Premierminister zu
emennen; diec idbrigen Minister hat er auf Vorschlag dieses
Premicrministers aus den Reihen der Parlamentsabgeordneten zu
ernennen. Und dicser Ministerrat wird dann nicht dem Konig sondern
dem Repriisentantenhaus gegeniiber verantwortlich sein. Bezeichnend ist
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in diesem Zusamme auch, daB dic Minister nicht mehr als
"Minister Seiner Majestit" bezeichnet werden. Nach wie vor wird es zur
Unterstiitzung der Minister Staats- und Assistenzminister geben.

Auch die legislative Macht hat man dem Konig nicht ganz nehmen
wollen. So besagt Artikel 44: "Bs soll eine Legislatur geben, die
Parlament genannt wird. Sie soll bestehen aus Seiner Majestit und zwei
Héusern des Parlaments, nimlich dem Représentantenhaus (Pratiniddhi
Sabha) und der Nationalversammiung (Rastriya Sabha)." Fiir einen
Zcitraum von finf Jahren werden 205 Abgeordnete in direkter geheimer
Wah! von der iiber achtzehnjihrigen Bevdlkerung des Landes in das
Repriisentantenhaus gewihit werden. In diesem wird es keine vom Konig
nominierten Abgeordneten mehr geben, und dic machten bisher
immerhin 20 Prozent aus. Stirker ist da der an der
Zusammensetzung des sechzigkdpfigen Rastriya Sabha beteiligt. Hier
darf er immerhin zehn Mitglieder nominieren, 35 werden vom
Pratiniddhi Sabha t, darunter mindestens drei Frauen. Die
fibrigen finfzehn Mitglieder des Rastriya Sabha setzen sich aus jeweils
drei Vertretern der funf Entwicklungsregionen des Landes zusammen,
dic von cinem Wahigremium der lokalen Verwaltungsebenen gewihit
werden. Alle zwei Jahre wird ein Drittel der Mitglieder des Rastriya
Sabha fiir einen Zeitraum von sechs Jahren neu gewihit.

Ausgeschlossen von jeglicher Kritik scitens des Parlamentes bleibt die
Person des Konigs, der Konigin und des Thronfolgers. Nach Artikel 56
Abs.1 "diirfen das Verhalten Sciner Majestiit, Ihrer Majestiit und des
Nachfolgers Seiner Majestit nicht Gegenstand der Diskussion in
irgendeinem der Hauser des Parlamentes sein. Dies schlieBt jedoch nicht
die Kritik an der Regicrung Sciner Majestiit aus.” In Artikel 59 wird die
Regicrung gegeniiber dem Reprisentantenhaus in die Verantwortung
gezogen."Der Premierminister kann im Verlauf seiner Amtszeit,
wannimmer er der Mecinung ist, daB es fir ihn notwendig oder
angebracht ist, eine Vertrauensabstimmung von den Mitgliedern des
Repriisentantenhauses zu erhalten, eine entsprechende Resolution
erlassen” (Abs. 1). "Falls mindestens ein Viertel der Mitglieder des
Reprisentantenhauses dies winscht, kann in schriftlicher Form einen
MiBtrauensantrag gegen den Premicrminister gestellt werden. In einer
Sitzungsperiode sollte jedoch nur ein derartiger Antrag gestellt werden”
(Abs. 2). Dic Entscheidung iber Antrige gemiB Abs. 1 oder Abs. 2
bedarf der Mehrheit der Gesamtmitglieder des Hauses (Abs. 3). Nach
Artikel 56 Abs.2 darf das Parlament sich auch nicht in laufende
Gerichtsverfahren einmischen, noch darf es Richter wegen der
Ausiibung ihrer richterlichen Pflichten zur Verantwortung ziehen
(Artikel 56 Abs.3).

Entsprechend den Vorschriften der Verfassung soll in beiden Hausern
vollige Redefreiheit herrschen. Kein Mitglied soll fur seine
MeinungsiuBerung oder Stimmabgabe in den Hiusern verhaftet oder
gerichtlich verfolgt werden (Artikel 61 Abs. 1).

Gemii8 Artikel 68 Abs.l konnen Gesetze in beiden HEusern des
Parlamentes eingebracht werden, Haushaltsgesetze jedoch nur im
Repriisentantenhaus. Haushaltsgesetze und Gesetze betreffend der
Royal Nepal Army und der Armed Police Force diirfen nur als
Regierungsgesetze eingebracht werden. Jede Anderung dieser Gesetze
bedarf der vorherigen Zustimmung durch Seine Majestit (Artikel 68
Abs. 2). Hier ist man wohl in Hinsicht auf den sich seit Monaten
abzeichnenden Konflikt Gber die Zuordnungsfrage von Militir und
Polizei einen KompromiB eingegangen. .

Ansonsten werden nach Artikel 71 alle Gesetzesvorlagen mit der
Unterschrift und dem Siegel Seiner Majestét rechtskriftig. Der Konig
kann die Unterschrift verweigern und dic Gesetzesvorlage an das Haus
des Parlamentes zuriickreichen, welches sic eingebracht hat. In einer
gemeinsamen Sitzung beider Hiuser ist dann das Gesetz endgiitig zu
verabschieden und vom Kénig innerhalb von 30 Tagen zu unterzeichnen.

Nepal wird in Zukunft endlich eine unabhingige Gerichtsbarkeit
besitzen, dic ganz nach den internationalen MaBstiben des
Rechtsdenkens ausgerichtet ist. An der Spitze des dreistufigen
Gerichtswesens stecht der Oberste Gerichtshof. Lediglich der
Militdrgerichtshof ist nach Artikel 86 wvon dieser Hicrarchic
ausgeschlossen. Der Hauptrichter des Obersten Gerichtshofes ist vom
Konig auf Vorschlag des Constitutional Council - diesem gehoren gemés
Artikel 117 neben dem Premierminister der oberste Richter, der
Sprecher des Reprisentantenhauses, der Vorsitzende desw Nationalrates
und der Oppositionsfilhrer im Reprisentantenhaus an - fir einen
Zcitraum von sicben Jahren zu ernennen, die idbrigen Richter des
Obersten Gerichtshofes auf Vorschlag des Judicial Council, dem neben
dem Hauptrichter des Obersten Gerichtshofes der Justizminister, die
beiden éltesten Richter des Obersten Gerichtshofes und ein vom Konig
zu bestimmender renomierter Jurist angehSren. Fir die iibrigen
Angelegenheiten des Justizwesens zeichnet eine Judicial Service
Commission verantwortlich (Artikel 94). Jedermann hat das Recht, zur
Uberprifung der VerfassungsmiBigkeit der Gesetze den Obersten
Gerichtshof anzurufen (Artikel 88).

Weitere Institutionen der Verfassung, die in &hnlicher Weise bereits aus
der Panchayat-Verfassung bekannt sind, sind die Abuse of Authority

Investigation Commission, der Auditor General, die Public Service
Commission und die Election Commission, die allesamt vom K&nig auf
Vorschlag des Constitutional Council zu ernennen sind. AuBerdem gibt
es noch einen Generalstaatsanwalt, welchen der Kdnig auf Vorschlag des
Premierministers ernennt.

SchlieBlich regelt Teil 17 der Verfassung (Artikel 112-114) die Bildung
politischer Parteien. Dieses wichtige Instrument demokratischer
Meinungsbildung und Interessenvertretung, das so lange Jahre in Nepal
verboten war, wird nun von der Verfassung ausdriicklich garantiert. Von
den Parteien wird in Artikel 113 veriangt, daB sie sich an demokratische
Normen halten, daB sich ihre Amtstriiger mindestens alle finf Jahre
ciner Wahl unterzichen, und daB sic bei den Wahlen zum
Repriisentantenhaus zu mindestens finf Prozent Frauen als Kandidaten
aufstelien. Bs ist zu bedauern, daB der Frauenanteil nicht hSher
angesetzt wurde und daB er nicht auch fir dic unteren politischen
Bbenen verfassungsmiBig festgelegt wurde. Schr umstritten in
Parteikreisen ist die Regelung des Artikels 113, wonach eine Partei nur
dann weiterhin anerkannt wird, wenn sic bei den Wahlen zum
Repriisentantenhaus mindestens drei Prozent der Stimmen erhilt.
Hierdurch wird sicherlich der sich abzeichnenden Zersplitterung der
Parteienlandschaft Einhait geboten, doch vermisse ich andererseits eine
Regelung iiber mdgliche Parteincugriindungen nach den ersten Wahien.
Der wohl meistkritisierte Artikel der Verfassung ist Artikel 115, welcher
die Notstandsvollmachten behandelt. Wenn durch eine auswirtige
Bedrohung, einen bewaffneten Aufstand oder eine extreme
wirtschaftliche Notlage die Souverdnitit und Integritit des Kdnigreichs
Nepal oder die Sicherheit cines Landesteiles bedroht sind, kann der
Kbnig, und zwar er allein ohne Hinzuzichung anderer Personen, den
Notstand erkliren. Diese Regelung war in der Panchayat-Verfassung
und auch bereits in der Verfassung von 1959 in &hnlicher Weise
anzutreffen. Allzu tief sitzt im BewuBtsein des Volkes noch die
Erinnerung an den 15. Dezember 1960, als der Vater des beutigen
Konigs unter MiBbrauch dieser Notstandsregelung seinen Staatsstreich
von oben durchfiihrte und die noch junge Demokratie durch das
diktatorische Panchayat-System ersetzte. Da mutet es wie eine Art
Entschuldigung an, daB man dem Konig weiterhin derartige
Vollmachten in dic Hinde gelegt hat, wenn es im Artikel 115 weiter
heiBt, daB die Erklirung des Notstandes durch den Kdnig innerhalb von
drei Monaten der Zustimmung des Parlamentes mit Zweidrittelmehrheit
bedarft.  Vishwanath  Upa der  Vorsitzende  der
Verf: ission, der letztendlich hauptverantwortlich diese
Regelung ausgearbeitet hat, erklirte bei einem Treffen in Kdln Mitte
Dezember auf die Frage, ob diese Dreimonatsfrist nicht zu lang
bemessen sei, unrichtigerweise, die Frist betrage nur einen Monat. Man
tut sich in Nepal offensichtlich nach wie vor schwer, wenn es um eine
Beschneidung der Mach des Monarchen geht. Den

- reaktiopdren Kriiften ist mit Artikel 115 jedenfalls die Hintertiir zur

Machtriickkehr offengehalten worden.

Auch Teil 20 (Artikel 117-127) enthilt noch einige wichtige Regelungen.
Bereits erwihnt wurde der in Artikel 117 geregelte Constitutional
Council, dem dic Aufgabe zufdllt, Vorschlige fir dic personelie
Besctzung ciner ganzen Reihe von in der Verfassung vorgeschriebenen
Positionen zu unterbreiten. Mit Artikel 118 wird die nepalische Armee
der Oberaufsicht eines National Defence Council unterstellt. Dieser
besteht aus dem Premierminister, dem Verteidigungsminister und dem
gemiB Artikel 119 vom Kbonig auf Vorschlag des Premierministers zu
emennenden Oberkommandierenden. Das oberste Kommando iiber dic
kdniglich nepalischen Streitkrifte liegt jedoch weiterhin in Handen des
Konigs. Dieser ist nach Artikel 120 auch bei der Ernennung bon
Botschaftern und Gesandten an keinerlei Vorschlige und Empfehlungen
gebunden.

Als Fazit bleibt zu sagen, daB die neue Verfassung in ihrer Gesamtheit
erfreulich demokratisch ausgefallen ist. Gemessen an dem kurzen
Zeitraum, welcher der Verfassungskommission zur Verfiigung stand und
der hohen Zah! der Eingaben und Empfehlungen, welche auszuwerten
und zu beriicksichtigen waren, kann man vorerst zufrieden sein. Auf der
Grundlage dieser Verfassung kdnnen Wahlen abgehalten werden und
cine demokratisch gewdhite Regicrung und ein demokratisch gewihites
Parlament ihre Arbeit aufnehmen. Zu den Aufgaben des ersten
gewihiten Parlamentes wird auch eine Uberarbeitung und Ausfeilung
eciniger Artikel der Verfassung gehSren. Hierzu ist das Parlament gemiB
Artikel 116 bei Zweidrittelmehrheit ermachtigt. Ich habe bereits einige
Unzulinglichkeiten der Verfassung erwiihnt. Besonders hervorheben
mbchte ich noch einmal die unzureichende Beriicksichtigung der
Interessen der Frauen, der Kinder, der alten Menschen sowie der
ethnischen Gruppen und der niedrigen Kasten. Eine wirkliche
Verbesscrung ihrer Lage wird jedoch erst mach einer Abkehr vom
Hindustaat mbglich sein.

Es bleibt alierdings auch noch die Hoffnung, daB sich die derzeitige und
die zukiinftige Regierung an jene Richtlinien und Grundsitze der
Regierungspolitik halten, die ihnen im Teil 4 (Artikel 24-26) der neuen
Verfassung vorgegeben werden. Diese dort  vorgegebenen
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Regierungsprinzipien lassen nimlich die den @ibrigen Artikeln manchmal
innewohnenden hindurechtlichen MaBstibe auBer acht. Sie verkSrpern
im Grunde alles, was im Vorfeld der Verfessungsausarbeitung an
demokratischen und menschrechtlichen Beriicksichtigungspunkten
vorgetragen worden war. Leider kann die Einhaltung der Richtlinien und
Weisungen ' des Teils 4 der Verfassung nicht gerichtlich erzwungen
werden (Artikel 24 Abs.1). Sie sollen jedoch grundlegend sein fir die
Regicrungsaktivititen und sollen stufenweise durch Gesetze je nach den
Mitteln und MOdglichkeiten des Landes realisiert werden (Artikel 24
Abs2).

Auch die Panchayat-Verfassung hatte in jhrem Teil 4 Richtlinien fir die
Regierungspolitik festgelegt, dic auf den ersten Blick durchaus positiv
klangen; dennoch sah die Wirklichkeit ganz anders aus. Einige Aspekte
dieser Richtlinien wurden in die neue Verfassung Ubernommen,
insgesamt aber wirtken dic neuen Richtlinien des Artikels 25
demokratischer, klarer, realistischer. Es soll das grundlegende Ziel des
Staates sein, dic Wohlfahrtsbedingungen auf der Grundiage der
Prinzipien einer offenen Gesellschaft zu verbessern, indem ein in alicn
Aspekten des nationalen Lebens gerechtes System, einschlieBlich der
sozialen, wirtschaftlichen und politischen Aspekte, errichtet wird,
wihrend gleichzeitig das Leben, das Eigentum und die Freibeit der
Allgemeinheit geschitzt werden miissen (Abs. 1). Das wirtschaftliche
Ziel des Staates soll die Umformung der nationalen Wirtschaft in ein
unabhéingiges und selbstindiges System sein. Dabei soll die
Konzentration der vorhandenen Ressourcen und Mittel in den Handen
cines nur kleinen Teils der Gesellschaft vermieden werden. Vielmehr
soll cinc gicichmaBige Verteilung der wirtschaftlichen Gewinne auf der
Grundlage sozialer Gerechtigkeit erreicht werden, indem Vorschriften
erlassen werden, welche der wirtschaftlichen Ausbeutung einer
Bevblkerungsklasse oder von Individuen vorbeugen, und indem
nationale private und &ffentliche Unternchmen gefdrdert werden (Abs.
2). Das soziale Ziel soll es secin, auf der Grundlage von Gerechtigkeit
und Moral ein gesundes Sozialleben zu entwickeln, indem alle Arten
wirtschaftlicher und sozialer Ungleichheiten aus dem Wege gerfumt
werden. Dies sei nur mdglich durch die Schaffung von Harmonie unter
den verschiedenen Kasten, Stimmen, Religionen, Sprachen, Hautfarben
und Bevblkerungsgruppen (Abs. 3). Es soll die Hauptveran des
Staates sein, Bedingungen zum GenieBen der Friichte der Demokratic
zu schaffen. Dies geschieht durch die groBtmogliche Beteiligung des
Volkes an der Regicrung des Landes durch das Mittel einer
Dezentralisicrung der Verwaltung. Die allgemeine Wohlfahrt soll
verbessert werden durch Vorkehrungen zum Schutz und zur
Durchsetzung der Menschenrechte, wihrend gleichzeitig Frieden und
Ordpung im Staate aufrechterhalten werden (Abs. 4). Der Staat soll in
seinen internationalen Bezichungen von dem Ziel geleitet werden, die
Wiirde der Nation auf der internationalen Bihne zu wverbessem,
wihrend gleichzeitig die Souveranitit, Integritit und Unabhingigkeit des
Landes gewahrt werden (Abs. 5).

Noch konkreter klingen die sehr ausfihrlichen Staatsgrundsitze, die in
Artikel 26 festgelegt werden. Der Staat soll demnach eine Politik
verfolgen, welche auf dic Verbesscrung des Lebensstandards der
allgemeinen Offentlichkeit ausgerichtet ist. Dies soll durch die
Entwicklung grundlegender Strukturen wie Offentliche Bildung,
Gesundheit, Wohnraum und Beschéftigung der allgemeinen
Offentlichkeit aller Regionen geschehen, indem ecine gleichmiBige
Verteilung der Investititon der wirtschaftlichen Ressourcen mit dem Ziel
einer ausgewogenen Entwicklung in den verschiedenen geographischen
Regionen des Landes vorgenommen wird (Abs. 1).

Der Staat soll einerseits die kulturelle Vielfalt des Landes erhalten,
andererseits aber auch eine Politik zur Starkung der nationalen Einheit
betreiben, indem gesunde und herzliche soziale Bezichungen zwischen
den diversen Religionsgruppen, Kasten und Klassen, Volksgruppen und
Sprachgruppen gefordert werden und auch Hilfe geleistet wird zur
Forderung von Sprache, Literatur, Schrift, Kunst und Kultur aller (Abs.
2).
Der Staat soll eine fiir dic Mobilisierung der natiirlichen Ressourcen
und Vermdgenswerte des Landes geeignete Politik verfolgen, welche
geeignet, brauchbar und niitzlich im Interesse des Landes ist (Abs. 3).
Der Staat soll dem Schutz der Umwelt des Landes Vorrang einrdumen
und auch weitere Schiden aufgrund physikalischer
Entwicklungsaktivititen vermeiden, indem in der allgemeinen
Offentlichkeit das BewuBtsein fir eine saubere Umwelt verbessert wird.
Der Staat soll auch besondere Vorkehrungen zum Schutz scltener Tier-
und Pflanzenarten, der Wilder und der Vegetation treffen (Abs. 4).

Der Staat soll mittels der Verwirklichung von Landreformprogrammen
die landwirtschaftliche Sitvation des Landes auf der Grundlage der
Prinzipien industricllen Wachstums entwickeln und Voraussetzungen
schaffen fiir die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung der Mehrheit der
aligemeinen Offentlichkeit, die von der Landwirtschaft abhingig ist. Dies
soll durch MaBnahmen geschehen, welche ciner Produktivititssteigerung
im landwirtschaftlichen Sektor dienlich sind (Abs. 5).

Der Staat soll eine Politik betricben, welche es der Arbeiterschaft, die
das wirtschaftliche und soziale Riickgrat des Landes ist, ermdglicht, in
zunehmendem MaBe am Management der Unternechmen beteiligt zu
werden. Dies soll durch einen erweiterten Schutz ihrer Rechte und
Interessen geschehen, indem ihr Recht auf Arbeit durch

- Beschéftigungsmdglichkeiten gesichert wird (Abs. 6).

Der Staat soll eine Politik wverfolgen, weiche den Frauen eine
groBtmdgliche Beteiligung an der Aufgabe der nationalen Eatwicklung
einrdumt. Dies soll durch besondere Vorkehrungen zu ihrer Ausbiidung,
Gesundheit und Beschéftigung geschehen (Abs. 7).
Der Staat soll die Verwirklichung freier Bildungsprogramme fortsetzen
und auch dic Rechte und Interessen der Kinder schiitzen, indem er sie
n Ausbeutung jeglicher Art schitzt (Abs. 8).
Der Staat soll in Hinsicht auf die Ausbildung, Gesundheit und soziale
Sicherheit der Waisen, der hilflosen Frauen, der Alten, der Behinderten
und der Erwerbsunfiihigen eine Politik betreiben, die ihrem Schutz und
ihrem Wohle dienlich ist (Abs. 9).
Der Staat soll eine Politik verfolgen, welche hilft, den Standard der
wirtschaftlich und sozial riickstindigen Stimme und Volksgruppen zu
verbessern, indem besondere Vorkehrungen zu jbrer Ausbildung,
Gesundheit und Beschéftigung getroffen werden (Abs. 10).
Der Staat soll zum allgemeinen Wohle eine Politik betreiben, die der
Entwicklung von Wissenschaft und Technologie Vorrang einrfumt und
such Mittel und Wege zur Entwicklung lokaler Technologien in
angemessener Weise beriicksichtigt (Abs. 11).
Der Staat soll zum Zwecke der nationalen Entwicklung notwendige
MaBnahmen zur Anzichung ausldndischen Kapitals und ausléndischer
Technologie ergreifen, wihrend gleichzeitig einheimische Investititonen
gefordert werden (Abs. 12).
Der Staat soll eine Politik verfolgen, welche Voraussetzungen fir eine
Beschleunigung der lindlichen Entwicklung schafft und dabei dic
Wohlfahrt der Mehrheit der lindlichen Bevblkerung im Auge behdlt
(Abs. 13).
Der Staat soll in Hinsicht auf die Schaffung gicichen Rechts fir alle eine
Politik verfolgen, welche bediirftigen Personen freien Rechtsbeistand fiir
ihre gesetzliche Vertretung entsprechend den Gesetzesbestimmungen
einrdumt (Abs. 14).
Die auswirtige Politik Nepals soll von den Prinzipien der Charta der
Vereinten Nationen, der Blockfreiheit, Panchsheel, internationaler
Gesetze und der Beachtung des Weltfriedens geleitet sein (Abs. 15).
Der Staat soll eine Politik verfolgen, die durch ein stindiges Bemihen
zur Institutionalisierung des Friedens in Nepal -durch internationale
Ancrkennung ausgezeichnet ist. Dies soll durch rative und
herzliche Bezichungen auf der Grundlage der Gleichheit mit den
benachbarten und allen anderen Lindern der Erde in wirtschaftlichen,
sozialen und anderen Bereichen geschehen (Abs. 16).
Solite es der nepalischen Regierung auch nur annihernd gelingen, nach
diesen Grundséitzen zu handeln, wiirde Nepal fast zu einem Idealstaat.
Sicherlich hat Nepal heute in all diesen angesprochenen Bereichen einen
enormen Nachholbedarf, doch bleibt zu befirchten, da8 ob der Fiille der
Vorsiitze das meiste nur Stickwerk bleibt. Auch nach der ersten
nepalischen Revolution batte man sich in der Ubergangsverfassung von
1951 schon einmal hochstehende Ziele gesetzt, die innerhalb kurzer Zeit
realisiert werden sollten. Man scheiterte nicht zuletzt an den
traditionellen Kriften und der Ohnmacht des Volkes und seiner
Vertreter. Heute stehen die Dinge zweifelsohne giinstiger; noch nie hat
das nepalische Volk sich in einer derart michtigen Position befunden
UnmiBverstindlich hat man dem Palast und den den ihn stitzenden
konservativen Kreisen Machtschranken auferiegt. Es bleibt zu hoffen,
da8 das Land von diesem einmal eingeschlagenen Weg nicht mehr
abweicht. Es wird jedoch noch ein weiter Weg sein, bis auch die
besonders benachteiligten Bevdlkerungsgruppen die Friichte der zweiten
nepalischen Revolution genieBen kdnnen.
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Rechte der ethnischen Minderheiten

Mit der Einigung Nepals durch Prithvinarayan Shah, einen direkten Vorfahren des heutigen ne chen K

gut 200 .[ahren wurd.e der ProzeB der Sanskritisierung oder Hinduisierung, der in den btiisgedahinp;l::sehendegniml:
chen Klemstaat.en tenlvyeise schon einige Jahrhunderte friiher eingesetzt hatte, auf den Gesamtstaat Nepal ausgedehnt
upd forciert. Hm.duist.lsche Gesetze, Werte, Normen und Verhaltensweisen wurden als gesetzlich verbindlich auch fir
die zahlreichen nichthinduistischen Volkerschaften Nepals festgeschrieben. Die Folge dieser Entwicklung war die politi-
sche, wirtschaftliche und kulturelle Entrechtung vieler ethnischer Gruppen. Thomas Cox hat in einem Artikel fiir die

indische Zeitschrift "Economic and Political Weekly" (Ausgabe 16.-23 Juni 1990,

flikt am Beispiel der Landrechte verdeutlicht: Y (Ausga J ? S.13;8-1320) diesen ethnischen Kon-
. “"“All the Limbu had to have a form
- (signed by a government official) verifying
_.their claims to kipar land. Many of them,
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Thomas Cox

_Land Rights and Ethnic Conflict

3 oY L A R IR S TR ROy T ST
in Nepal T

\

Studying land rights in' Nepal reveals serious ongoing conflict ..

between dominant high-caste Hindus and some ethnic minorities, -

in the process shattering the myth about Nepal being a country of

ethni¢ harmony. Land reform legislation

these minorities than help them. .

hbas done more to hurt’

: :I-:HERE is a myth prevalent among many |
. people that Nepal is a land of ethnic-

harmony where Hindus, Buddhists and
Animists all get along. Indeed, many

people (especially Nepal's ruling elite) -

point to current strife in India, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh to support claims that
Nepal is the only country in South Asia
that has not been afflicted with chronic
conflict between different ethnic groups.
Current ethnic relations in Nepal however,
when looked at from the perspective of
land rights, reveal tremenidous conflict
between politically and economically
dominant high caste (Brahman, Chetri
and Thakuri) Hindus and Buddhist and
Animist ethnic minority groups. What
follows is a discussion of how Limbu,
Chepang and Tharu tribes have lost much
of their lands, and the consequences of
this for members of their respective
societies. )

LiMBU
" The Limbu are a Tibeto-Burmese tribe

who live in the Illam district of far eastern
Nepal [see Caplan 1970; Jones 1976;

" Upreti 1975)." The Limbu have lived in ;

' Nepal for over a thousand years, and were

the first human inhabitants of Illam
district [Bista 1987]. The Limbu economy
is characterised by subs‘islence agriculture,
livestock husbandry, commerce and

military service [ Upreti 1975]. Limbu are

socially organised into patrilineal clans

known (in the Limbu language) as suhang. 1
Limbu have an Animist religion which
emphasises the worship of deities believed
to inhabit the mountains, rivers and earth
[Bista 1987). The primary religious:

authorities among the Limbu are shamans
(known as fedangma who preside over
important rituals and social events such
as weddings, birth rites and funerals [see
Sagant 1985]. © .

1

From 1774, when Illam was forcefully

incorporated into the Nepali state by

Prithvi Narayan Shah, until 1886, the :

kipat tenure system enabled Limbu to
maintain ownership and control over their
tridal lands. Under the kipat system, all

land in Illam district was the common’
- property of Limbu, and could not be sold
to members of other ethnic groups [ Jones

1976; Caplan 1970; Upreti 1975]. In the
1800s kipat land in Illam was so plentiful

that the Limbu could not do all the agri-

cultural work themselves. To make up the
labour deficit they hired Brahman tenants,
who cultivated the land in return for a
share of the produce [Caplan 1970].

In 1886, however, the Nepali govern-

ment passed a law which converted all ~

cultivated kipat into raikar tenure. What

this meant was that all land in Illam could *

be claimed for ownership by whoever
cultivating it at that time. As a result of
this legislation most cultivated land owned
by Limbus suddenly became the proper-
ty of Brahmans, making them “the
economically dominant group in Ilam.
This economic dominance, along with
literacy, control over government positions
“in Illam and knowledge of Nepali law,
enabled Brahmans to continue their
takeover of Limbu land [Caplan 1970)."

The 1886 legislation impoverished many
Limbu, forcing them to borrow money
from Brahmans by using their remaining

that the Limbu debtor had borrowed
much more than he actually did. When

the Limbu could not pay back the money

| the Brahman would possess his land
! [Caplan 1970]. Brahman manipulation of _
loan contracts was facilitated by the fact

that Limbu were generally illiterate and
_ depended on Brahmans to make up all
“contracts and forms. ,

land as collateral. After the loan contract
was signed Brahman moneylenders often
added ‘a few more zeros', making it seem °

_“not knowing the significance of this land

_claim form, would lose or damage it.

Realising this, Brahmans often challenged
Limbu land ownership claims. When
Limbu could not produce the proper
forms the Brahmans would often take the
- land in question [Caplan 1970). - -

" The continuing loss of tribal lands
created profound economic and cultural
stress in Limbu society. In the 1930s the
Limbu mounted a revitalisation move-
ment, known as Satya Hangma, in an ef-*

t

fort to combat the stress and cultural
“disorientation caused by the Toss of their
land. The leader of this movement, an ex-

-+ Gurkha :ssoldier - called - Phalgunanda, =

claimed that by returning to traditional
customs and to religion, the Limbu would

. -become powerful enough to push the -

F

-
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huchd

Brahmans out of Illam and regain their

: land. Phalgunanda died in 1946, and with °
him the Satya Hangma movement [Jones’

1976). e
In 1948, resentment over usurped tribal
land exploded into a Limbu uprising in
which dozens of Brahmans were killed. -
This revolt, however, was quickly put -
down by Nepal's' Rana government =

. [Upreti 1975).

" In 1968, the Nepali government aboli-

shed the kipat system of land tenure,
resulting in the loss of the Limbu’s re-
maining tribal lands {Dalal 1985]. Many
Limbu are now tenants on land which
they once owned. Indeed, over 70 per cent
of the remaining Limbu owned land is .
currently mortgaged, primarily to
Brahman settlers in_Illam [Pye-Smith
1988). .

" CHEPANG

The Chepang are a Tibeto-Burmese
tribe, 9,000-strong who live in the central

- Nepali districts of Dhading, Makawanpur, -
Chitwan and Gorkha [Bista 1987]. The
Chepang have lived in Nepal for at least
500 years; and were the first inhabitants .
“of the districts in which they live [Rai
1985]. At one time virtually all Chepang
lived a nomadic, hunting and gathering
- life. Over the last 100 years however, the
Chepang have become increasingly depen-
dent on agriculture. Most Chepang now '

" subsist on a combination of their own ™

agricultural produce, and game and fruits

|

collected from the surrounding forest [Rai
___!985]. The Chepang are organised into

NEPAL-FORUM, 01/91




. 'exogamous, patrilineal clans, each of
+ which have their own patron deity, which
inhabit certain natural features such as
mountains, rivers and the earth. Chepang
t - religious activity centres around the
¢ worship of these clan deities [Bista 1987).
’ In 1854, the Chepang were given kipat
tenure over their extensive territory, by
Nepal's Rana government, as a reward for
- military service rendered ‘during the
¢ NepalTibet war [Rai 1985; Gurung 1988].
. In 1928 however, the Nepali government
i abruptly converted the Chepang’s kipat
¢ land into raikar tenure, which essentially

»

& garuwa [Rajure 1982). The Tharu i
‘economy consists of subsistence agri-
‘culture supplemented by fishing and some |
:gathering of wild fruits and vegetables. -
. Until the 1960s Tharu were the only in-
f!labitants df the Dang Valley which lies
:Just north of the Silwak hills in the Rapti
:2one of West Nepal. Their isolation was
facilitated by a particularly virulent form
1of malaria ‘to" which the Tharu ‘were
!immune (as a result of sickle cell resis-
itance),. but - which . seriously affected
{€veryone else. In the early 1960s a highly - ¢
Successful malaria eradication programme

meant that the Chepang lost ownership #
over all their uncultivated tribal landE
" [Bista 1987]. Hindu (mostly Brahman and ;-
" Chetri) - settlers began pouring into k
Cheparg territory to take over the ‘avail- f
able’ land. The loss of Chepang land to |
Hindu settlers has been a continuing .

. process, from 1928 up to the present dayE
3

£

i " [see Rai 1985; Pye:Smith 1988)Nor has'
¢ this loss of land been confined to unculti- ;
+ ‘vated Chepang_territory:that was ‘pre=:
r viously'held under kipar tenuré. In many -
+ cases, Brahmans have asked to rent-or
+ "borrow cultivated Chepang fields for a-
g ‘season or two, to cultivate a particular
-crop. When the ¢rop season was over and -
t :the Chepangs-asked for their land back,
j ‘the Brahmans refused,”and iised their ]
i isuperior political and economic clout to
maintain possession over the usurped |
‘ ‘property [Pye-Smith 1988]. In other in-
| .stances, Brahmans have made a mit (ritual
{ 1friendship) with a Chepang, given them
} :some minor gift, such as a small amount
i:0f rice, and then coerced them into giving
-cultivated land in return [Pye-Smith 1988].
In still other cases Brahmans have
‘unilaterally taken over cultivated land for
_which -Chepang “havé-:not ‘maintained
! proper ownership and registration papers
| :[Rai 1985]. This usurpation of land has
i been greatly facilitated by widespread
i illiteracy and lack of education among the
i"Chepang. As a result of losing their land
i.the majority of Chepang have become
|- seriously impoverished. Most Chepang
! have been forced to borrow money, often
{“at usurious rates, to meet their basic needs
.[Bista 1987], and in at least one Chepang
icommunity there is widespread starvation
. [Pye-Smith 1988].

THARU

* ‘Tharu comprise a large tribal group of
;over 4,00,000, who live in scattered settle-
.ments throughout Nepal’s southern terai
‘(plains) region. Tharu have lived in

. Nepal’s terai for over 600 years and were

i probably the first inhabitants of the

| iregion. They speak an Indo-European

{ ‘language related to Hindi, Bhojpuri and

:*Maithili [Bista 1987]. Tharu have an

" Animistic religion which revolves around
:the worship of deities believed to inhabit
‘the earth; forest and people’s houses [see
{Rajure 1982). The Tharu also pay homage
:to ancestral and clan deities. The primary

“Tharu religious figures are priests known

B
[

enabled Hindu Nepalis (mostly Brahmans " :
and Chetris) to settle in the Dang Valley '
In large numbers. 4
Sorié of these Hindu settlers laid claim -
10 previously unowried, uncultivated land
Which they cleared themselves. Many
{ahmans--and -Chetris -however, - used -*

........
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{ force the Tharu'ts sign ‘over their land.
b “In other cases they would would just take '
- over cultivated land (for which the Tharu
did not have ownership papers), and .
" register it in their own name. In still other
“ cases Brahman and Chetri settlers would, :
-"as they did with the Limbu tribe, take
-advantage of ‘Tharu'illiteracy to mani- *°
““pulate ‘the figures on loan forms (for
which Tharu land had been used as col- *
. lateral) so that the Tharu debtor would be :
forced to give the Brahman.or Chetri 1
moncylender the property to pay off the
-debt. . .. . .., ...
.. The takeover, of Dang Valley land by
~Brahman and Chetri settlers rendered at
" least 15,000 Tharu completely destitute.
- At least 6,000 of them fled the Dang:
“Valley to look for land in other parts of
the terai. Most of the others stayed on as
‘tenants on what was now Brahman or ;
Chetri property. Loss ‘of ‘land has !
impoverished most Dang Valley Tharu to
the point where many suffer from ;
maloutrition. It has also created a crisis
of Tharu cultural identity. Dang Valley
Tharu find themselves .economically
unable to sustain many of the traditional
cultural institutions which flourished
before the influx of Hindu settlers. In an
effort to regain cultural autonomy and
economic well-being, many Dang Valley
Tharu have turned to political activism.
This activism -has ‘taken the form of :
political groups which have been formed
i for the express purpose of protetting
Tharu rights, in the face of oppression by |
landlords. The landlords, in many cases,
have responded to this political activism ¢
with renewed oppression, threatening to
and/or stripping many Tharu of tenancy
. rights.: In July 1989 there was a violent
clash between landlords and Tharu in the
Dang Valley over ownership rights to a
particular tract of land. . '
Limbu, Chepang and Thary are by no
means the only minority ethnic groups in
Nepal to have much of their land usurped
by Hindu caste settlers. The Sunuwar, a
small Tibeto-Burmese tribe indigenous to

e
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the Ramechap district of east Nepal, have
been seriously impoverished by the loss of
most of their tribal lands to Hindu caste
settlers [Founier 1980]. Similarly, the Bote,
a tribe living in the Tanahun district of
central Nepal, have recently lost much of
their lands to Brahmans [Subba 1989). .

FAILURE OF LAND REFORM

- In 1964, the Nepali government, under
pressure from the United Nations and
other international organisations, agreed
to implement a national land reform pro-
gramme. The original land reform pro-
posal for Nepal was formulated by foreign
advisors, most from the Ford Foundation.
The palace secretariat and officials at the
district and village level however, created

loopholes in the resulting land reform law
which allowed them, and the local elite
with whom they had close ties, to main-
tain large land holdings [Rose 1977. For
example, individuals in Nepal can register
their land under the names of relatives
and friends, .to give the appearance of
redistribution when, in fact, the proper:
remains under the ownership and con.

of a single family or individual [Pandey
1985).7 ... - o

. ‘The vast majority of landlords in Nepal
have taken advantage of the loopholes in
land reform legislation to retain owner-
ship over all their original property. Land
reform in Nepal has been a failure, a gross
‘caricature’ of the original proposal [Rose
1977]. Indeed, land reform legislation has
done more to hurt ethnic minorities in
Nepal than to help them. For example the
Land Reform Act included a compulsory
saving scheme in which a percentage of
every farmer’s agricultural income was
deposited with local government officials,
to be returned after five years with five per
cent interest. The misappropriation of
these compulsory saving funds was so
rampant however, that the scheme created
financial hardship, rather than benefits,
for the majority of involved farmers [see
Pandey 1985, 48-49). Members of
Buddhist and Animist ethnic minor
groups were especially exploited by the
compulsory saving scheme, as they were
generally not as literate or knowledgeable

about 'Nepali law and bureaucracy as
Hindu caste Nepalis. In 1973, the Nepali
government, in response to widespread
public protest, finally did away with the
compulsory saving scheme [Pandey 1985).
The Land Reform Acts of 1964 and 1968
also fobade members of ethnio minority
groups from clearing and cultivating most
tribal lands that were previously held
under kipat tenure [Rai 1985]. Thus ‘land
reform’ legislation, by depriving many
ethnic minority groups access to land that
was originally theirs, has actually work-
ed completely against its stated purpose.

Another major consequence of the
failure of land reform (and continued
usurpation of tribal lands) has been to
drive many members of ethnic minority
groups to India and the Middle East in
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search of work. Indeed, in India alone
there are between two to three million
people of Nepali origin [Engligh 1982).
Some migrant workers (and especially
those who have served in the Indian and
British armies) have been able to.return

. to Nepal and even buy back some of their

lost property [see Caplan 1970]. The

. majority however, are fortunate if they can
: adequatcly support their faxmly with
- earnings from abroad.

. For many of Nepal’s ethmé rmnonty
groups the failure of land reform, and
-continued loss of tribal lands, has created

. an economic and cultural crisis. Land, for

most ethnic minorities, is the primary pro-

vider of food, and income for clothmg,
rnedxcme and'education Land also con”
stitutes- thc “wealth,”and’ autonomou§
space, necessary for ethnic minorities to
sustain the religious and cultural institu-
tions which define their identity ‘as a
people. Loss of land has not- only im-
povenshed many ethnic mmontles in
Nepal, but has also, in many mses, mted

severe cultural disorientation. ‘The dual

crisis created by the loss of land is; mdeed

 one of the major reasons why ethnic
* minorities gave widespread support 1o the

recent “movement which successfully
toppled 'Nepal's panchayat regime.

(cspccxally those in the Dang Vallcy),

strength and motivation made them-a ° ;
valuable asset to the movement. Protcc- ;
ting the land rights of Tharu, Chepang, ,
Limbu, Sunuv.ar Bote, and othcr ethnic
minorities in Nepal, is an important

challenge facing Nepal's ncwly csxabhshed

coalition government .
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Outstanding in this regard were the Tharu
S

Aus der Vereinsarbeit

Im vorigen Rundbrief wurde keine gesonderte Zusammenstellung fiber die weitere Vereinsarbeit abgedruckt; die
Angaben waren lediglich in die Chronologie eingegliedert. Daher soll hier ein AnschluB an den Rundbrief 01/90
nachgeholt werden. Zu den Aktivititen von NEPAL WATCH verweise ich auf die Erlauterungen von Ludmilla Tiiting
auf den Seiten 54 ff in diesem Heft.

Am 30.08.1990 empfing HURFON Man Mohan Adhikari, damals Generalsekretiir der Nepal Communist Party (Marxist), einen der renomiertesten
Parteipolitiker Nepals, zu einem Arbeitsessen, an welchem neben einigen Vereinsmitgliedern auch einige weitere Nepali und Andreas Proksch von der
Friedrich Naumann Stiftung teilnahmen. Icg hatte am 02.09.1990 die Gelegenheit zu weiteren Gesprichen mit diesem Politiker. Das dabei gefihrte
Interview wurde im Rundbrief 0290 abgedruckt. Man Mohan Adhikari ist Gbrigens am 09.01.1991 zum Vorsitzenden der neuen United Nepal
Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist), d:c aus dem ZusammenschluB der beiden stirksten kommunistischen Parteien Nepals, NCP (M) und NCP (M-
L) resultiert, gewdhit worden.

Am 15.09.1990 fand in Eschweiler die erste Mitgliederversammlung unseres Vereins statt. Hierzu verweise ich auf das im Rundbrief 02/90
abgedruckte Protokoll. Den Rahmen dieser Veranstaltung bildete ein Sitar-, Fiten- und Tabla-Konzert. Die Ausfiihrenden waren Surendra Shrestha,
Prem Autari und Vijaya Vaidya. Die Vorfiihrungen wurden teilweise durch Ténze untermalt.

Am 19.09.1991 hatten Pradeep Bhattarai und ich die Moglichkeit zu Gespréichen mit Finanzminister Dr.Devendra Raj Pandey, der auch ein fihrendes
Mitglied der Human Rights Organization of Nepal (HURON) ist. Es konnten diverse menschenrechtliche Aspekte besprochen werden. Bine
vollstindige Wiedergabe des Gesprichs ist wegen cines Tonbanddefektes leider nicht mdglich. Mein persdnlicher Gesamteindruck war, daB die
verantwortlichen Politiker in Nepal guten Willens sind, sich den Menschenrechtsfragen vorrangig zu widmen, daB man aber fir vieles keinen
Lbsungsweg zur Hand hat. So habe ich beispielsweise auch den Eindruck, da8 sich viele Politiker beziiglich der Binschitzung der ethnischen
Problematik schwertun, was verstindlich ist, wenn man bedenkt, da8 die meisten Politiker selbst hochkastige Hindus sind.

Am 22.11.1990 veranstalteten wir gemeinsam mit der Deutsch-Nepalischen Gesellschaft e.V. einen Vortragsabend im APC in Kbln. Dr.Narayan
Khadga sprach @iber "Demokratie und Entwicklungschancen in Nepal".

Am 10.12.1990 begriiBten wir gemeinsam mit der Deutsch-Nepalischen Gesellschaft ¢.V. und der Konig-Mahendra-Stiftung fiir Naturschutz in Nepal
¢.V. Ganesh Man Singh, den obersten Fihrer des Nepali Congress. Er wurde u.a. begleitet von seiner Frau Mangala Devi Singh, der Vorsitzenden der
Nepal Women'’s Association. Weitere Giste dieses Abends waren die Mitglieder der Law Reform Commission, Vertreter der nepalischen Botschaft,
des auswirtigen Amtes, der Friedrich Nauman Stiftung sowie Journalisten. Trotz einiger wetterbedingter Verzdgerungen konnte der Abend dank der
aufgeschlossenen Giste zu einem intensiven Gedankenaustausch genutzt werden.

Am 12.01.1991 fand in Hennef eine Beiratssitzung statt, auf der Fragen der Organisation, der Selbstdarstellung des Vereins und der Arbeit in Nepal
erdrtert wurden. Sobald entsprechende Ausarbeitungen vorliegen, werden sie in den folgenden Rundbriefen verdffentlicht.

K.-H.Krimer
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HURFON in der nepalischen Presse
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-~ Beware! o

We, two human rights
groups from Germany, want to
-inform and at the same time

"~ wam the Nepalese people NOT
. to fall victim to fake agents

promising jobs in Germany.

+ Do not be-believe a single word

and do not pay a single paisa!
There are neither jobs nor

" permission to work here. These

illegdl agents, mainly Nepalese
or Indian, are all liars. All they
want is your money! We request
the concerned authorities to
look into this matter and we
request the political parties and
organisations to warn about all
forms of human trafficking
(including women) taking place
in Nepal. The election
campaign would be a good
opportunity to make this
problem known in the remote
areas. We also request Radio
Nepal 10 ske up this matter.
The fake agents charge Rs.
50,000 and an overpaid ticket
Once the Nepalese arrive
they're left stranded without
money, without a return ticket
and sometimes without their
passports. Between 1980 and
1988 a maximum of 50
Nepalese came to the then FRG,
in the last few month 200 to

300 alone. These figures are Germany

known because most of the
stranded Ncpalesc then ask for
political asylum. By -~
unknowingly? - misusing the
German constitutional right 10
seek political asylum they arc !

harming the genuine political -

refugees and heating up the’
debate about this right in
Germany. Unfortunately
Germany does not consider
herself an immigration
country. People from non-E€'
countries are not allowed 1o
work. or study here without
prior permission. Nepalese do.
have the privilege to come to.
Germany as a tourist without a
visa although Germans need a
tourist visa for Nepal. But thcy
are not allowed to work here. .
The same applics to asylum}
seekers whose case is pending l
which might take up to five.
years! (We don't agree to this
policy but that is another
matter). .
The only persons making a°,
profit are the illegal agents:i
The victims will face severe!
hardship. To avoid this do not|
fall into the trap! .
Nepal Watch,
Human Rights Forum
Nepal,
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'THE RISING NEP,

""j’fT'DECEMBER 13.11990 THURSDAY ~ ~~

" Polls To End
‘Functioning
Anarchy’: Singh

Cologne, Decc.12 (RSS):
Supremc leader Ganeshman
Singh and Nepalesc delcgates

attended a reception and dinner.

hosted jointly in his honour by
the German Nepal Friendship
Association, King Mahendra
Trust for Nature Conscrvation,
German Committec and the
Human Rights Forum Nepal, at
the Asia-Pacific Centre,
Cologne on December 10.

On the occasion Mr Singh
said that as a rcsult of this
year's people’s movement in
Nepal we have today a constitu-
tional monarchy and party sys-
tem. :

This has created a favourable
condition for all of us to look
solcly for the people’s interest,
he said, adding wec all are
waiting cagerly for the election
to be held in April and hope for
best results.

The ultimate goal of the
forthcoming clcction would be
to end the “functioning anarchy
system™ in Ncpal, he said. .

He added further that the
Ncpalesc know very well the
real sacrificers and partics in.
Ncpal and this would, no doubt,
feceive respectable recognition
in the clection. He said he very.
much liked to scc a very strong
democratic government to
cmerge after the election in
Ncpal.

Mrs Mangla Devi Singh,
two daughters of the supreme
leader as well as secretary Prem
Lal Singh wecre among the
Nepalese delegates present on
the occasion.

The function was also at-
tendcd by seven dclegates of
the Law Rcform Commission
under the Chairmanship of
Bishwa Nath Upadhyaya whe
arrived the same day in Ger-

‘'many. Mr Upadhaya also ex-

pressed words of thanks and an-
swercd the questions as wished
by the supreme leader regarding
the new constitution of Nepal.

Supreme lcader was wel-
comed by the executives Mr.
Ram Pratap Thapa, Dr. Wolf,
Donner and Karl-Meinz Kraemer®
from thc threc host organisa-
tions.

A large number of Nepalese,
Gemmans, representative of fed-.
eral ministries and organisa-
tions, charge d’affaires Mr
Shrestha and first secretary Mr
Basnct from Royal Ncpalese,
embassy in Bonn as well as
journalists were present on the.
occasion. Supreme lcader also
teplied 1o he questions asked
by the journalists and the
guests.

-
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Hinweise auf Informationsquelien

Wir haben uns in den vergangenen Rundbriefen bemiiht, alle Mitglieder durch eine ausfiihrliche Chronik fiber die
Entwicklung in Nepal zu informieren. Der enorme Arbeitsaufwand macht es uns jedoch unméglich, die Chronik in der
bisherigen Form weiterzufihren. Wir werden daher mit diesem Rundbrief einen Versuch starten, aktuelle
Informationen aus den Originalquellen zu kopieren und firr den Rundbrief neu zusammenzustellen, d.h. die Texte sind
fiberwiegend in englischer Sprache verfaBt. Da wir keine groBe Liicke zur bisherigen Chronik entstehen lassen wollen,
wird dieser Teil im vorliegenden Heft wieder recht umfangreich sein. Auf der letzten Beiratssitzung warde beschlossen,
die Rundbriefe mdglichst monatlich herauszugeben; dann dirfte sich auch der Informationsteil in einem
fiberschaubaren Rahmen halten. Inhaltlich werden wir uns in Zukunft auf Meldungen beschrinken, die in irgendeiner
Weise mit dem Problem der Menschenrechte in Zusammenhang stehen. Fiir diejenigen, die an weitergehenden
Informationen interessiert sind, sei auf einige regelmfiBig erscheinende Quellen verwiesen, die in Nepal zu einem
verniinftigen Preis abonniert werden kdnnen. Weitere Hmweise finden sich auch in den Ausfihrongen von Ludmilla
Titing auf den Seiten 54 ff:

1. INFORMATION UPDATE NEPAL, herausgegeben vom
Press Clipping Centre
G.P.O.Box 2726
Kathmandu, Nepal
Preis: § 100.00 / Jahr
Bs handelt sich hierbei um eine Auswertung aus der nepalischen Tages- und Wochenpresse in englischer Sprache. Dir Zeitschrift steht dem
Forum for Protection of Human Rights (FROPHUR) nahe und enthalt auch regelmiBig eine Rubrik zu den Menschenrechiten. Politisch ist eine
engere Bezichung zu den Linksparteien offensichtlich. Hierdurch ergibt sich eine gute Erginzung zum Nepal Press Digest (s.u.). Das wochentlich
erscheinende Heft umfaBt ca. 12 Seiten.

2. Human Rights NEWSLETTER, herausgegeben vom
Forum for Protection of Human Rights (FOPHUR)
P.O.Bax 5457
Kathmandu, Nepal
Preis: § 30.00 / Jahr
Dies ist das offizielle Informationsblatt von FOPHUR, welchem bereits im Verlauf der Demokraticbewegung groBe Bedeutung bei der
Offentlichkeitsinformation zukam. Das zweimal monatlich erscheinende Heftchen umfat heute meist 4 Seiten.

3. Eine Reihe von Schriften werden vom REGMI RESEARCH INSTITUTE herausgegeben. Von diesen werten wir den Nepal Press Digest und
den Nepal Recorder regelméBig aus:

. , . HEGal HESESHCH 1uSTITUTE
« o (Founded by mphest O, tegmi in 1957)

Rngmivn.llp, Lazimpnat, ¥athmendu, hepal
Tel:4-11927

LIsT OF - Pl 1CAT1C:S

- - . 1vepa_i rress Digest (-rivate) 1td.

R

1. Nepal -ress bigest (W-eklv) “\

t direst of news end =2ditcriel comments on naticnal
developments based on now*>9p°rs pnbllSh“d from }Vethmond:
end district tawns,

2. . hiepal l;’ecorﬂer !1rreg\13.erl T

Transletions -of laws ond regrlrtions, snd seliected
orders, notificrticns, etc. publish~d by Wis |'njesty's
Government in the official grzette, the NEPAL RaJr le‘td

B. kegmni Research (Private) 1td.

1. Nepal Press Report

Summarv transletions of news reports, ~ditorial comments,
end special articles fror “he non-gnglish Langrape Press,
publish-d five time~s a weel (hronday through Friday), except
on h~lidays.
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Neral tiscellaneous Sirias (Irresular)

Congelidatd foyls o7 1nuws and ronﬁ]ntjnng, reriedically
rovis=d tc incorpernte amedroants nnd acditiens.,

(G I Y B

*

heoytmi nesearch 8ories (penthliyv)

rateriels cn the histeoricel esj2cts of government,
society, 1elitics, sand ecrnenics, with an annuesl index.

Rrasupl SsCL LTI - ATES
(iffective April 1, 1989)

For fepal For India For Other

N (:pp2l1i hs) (Indian Rs) %gungri§§

inepal Press Digest ks §40.0C Rs 550.00 5 56,00
hepal liecorder s 1,000.00  Rs 625,00 * 50.00
Meval Press Keport ke 4,700.00  1s 2,750.90 # 250,00
Irepal ['isce.derins e 1,7000.00  ps L6028 00 * 50,00

Regmi Research Series (Publ<caticn will be suspended from
Jarunry 1990. Subscribers will be

netified s and when it is resumed).

Subseribars in Asia (oth r then Indis) and Europe ere rejuested.
toe ncd a surchovrge of 1€ parcent if airmail delivery is desired.

¥or suvbscribers in Oceanis and Amorica, the airmeil surcharge
will be 25 vercent. .

Swbscriptions for the liepal uecorder, the liepal liiscellenecus
Serinss, and the Hzgri Hesearch.Series will be eccepted only
for one full celendar yesr. An extre 5 percent will be
charged for subscrintions te the henal Press heport or the
keral Press Lic~st for less than a year.

"Subscriptions must be paid in advence.

Foreign svwbscription® way be paid by non-negotisble dreft on g
Neopali  bank, to b~ sent by raristernd post, eor credited to
"A/C 10535-201-04, lLiepnl Press Direst (P) Ltd.", or

"./C 1041:3-201-28, Rogmi Resenrch (P) Itd." ot tie [eral
Indosuez Bank, Iinrsway, Yathmandu. WYe unéertele rc

l1isbility fer checks cor drafts which moy be lost in transit
and fra:dulently cashed.

Issues which are lest while in transit will be rerlaced
if claimed within three months. Keplacements will be sent
by surface mail. : '

subscrit~rs sre rojvest2d tc cbtein the publisher's parmission

in writins for microfilmins or otherwise reproducing these
materials.
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Auszlige aus der nepalischen Presse

MENSCHENRECHTSORGANISATIONEN

N VUPPLPERIIY SERTTRD S

—_— e et T R
| Human Rights e o ‘
. hts Protection, 5
‘ 4 new erganizstion, knowr a5 the Human me der the cheirmanship
i : s formed in Ksthmandiu under .
Associatlgnaoi gepaé;‘ngeﬁ with the hbjective of protec?iniﬁumaz i
of Ballabh 3ghadur 3har Fon . rter. Gorkhapstra, |
rights in sccordance with the UN Huzan Rights Chert ‘ !
December 18). e S
Shaha Re-elected Alertness Towards Human Rights Uraed .
H
The general meeting of Nepal Human Rights Forum for Protection of Human Rights (FOPHUR), -
0F93ﬂ91853t10n (HURON) has re-elected Mr Human Rights Organisation of Nepal (HURON) and
Rhishikesh Shaha as its president for the next Amnesty International Nepal national executive
two years. It has also elected 5-member committee, to mark the 42nd World Human Rights .
advisory committee on December 9. Day, have called on all to remain alert and
active for protection of human rights in Nepal. -
The constitution of HURON has a provision that .
the president would elect the other members. A joint statement issued by FOPHUR and HURON
here today (Dec. 9) says that remarkable
The meeting has also, expressing its distress changes have taken place in human rights during
on recent violent incidents, requested the the 1last four decades. The human rights
i government to maintain law and order. movement has been successful in overthrowing
| autocratic and tyrannical regimes throughout
! [samaj (Daily), Dec. 10] the world, it added.
. T S S ettty
? * - ’ 2 It says that economic, social and cu'ltura]l
. . - i
*  } The Americans activities reveal that America upliftment {is necessary for consolidation of
Fis more worried and concerned about the human rights in Nepal.
anx:z :Je:::r;\/::y ':%%‘11 which is going to Incidents of human rights violation have also !
° occurred place during the present 1interim i
Forum for the Protection of Human Rights government 's period, the statement says, adding
(FOPHUR) had formed an ‘Election Observation ! thﬁtft’m’ sov‘ernment ;’3‘?]‘1’ r“:'“ all the
Team' sometime ago under the convenorship of po ca’ prisoners n prisons out of
Mr Prakash Kaphley in which Mr Kul Shekhar political vendetta during the panchayat regime
Sharma, Dr Bhesh Bahadur Thapa, Mr Basu Dev ::?so::rs fulfil the Just demands of the
Dhungana and Mr Kusum Shrestha are advisors. :
v Amnesty International Nepal national executive
When the Americans knew that the Team is going
to invite 75 renowned personalities for . m:;tu"n:&;ssmt‘;"’e:;'n ‘:ﬁ th’t‘ h“'“:“
election observation, Juliya Chang, American d1?ferent forms even today at ‘u"g ph:ceth:
ambassador to Nepal, and USAID are active to whole world 1s celebr t:y .th.o me w ’1‘ el
iform a parallel team. Independent observers day o ating human rights
feel disappointed at the direct or indirect O
ractivities of Americans, while the date for | [TRN (Daily), Dec. 10]
election has not been fixed yet. e
{Sanghu (Weekly), Dec. 23]
ETHNISCHE GRUPPEN, KASTEN, MINDERHEITEN

!EEM&LLLELQL!&LJ.{
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The Communis
organised a

recently. The
the recently

the kingdom of Nepal, demanding election .

for the Const

[ -

t Party of Nepal (Mas.
demonstration 1in Kathmai
demonstration had protest
promuigated constitution

{ituent Assembly. On the same |

secularism in the constitution before thé
formation of Constituttion Recommendat ion

| between the ¥ing and K.P. Bhattarai, and,

' Ganeshman Singh and Mar
Prime Minister).

The general

suppressed and poor

ichman Singh (ex-

1 secretary of Nepal Tamang
S :Bedung  Mr Parashu Ram Tamang said,
Democracy and freedom are for backward,

Nepalese people;

day, mass meetings were organised 1in . | Commission (CRC) and  forwardin there was democracy and #reedom for the
Tundikhel Open Theatre by 15 Ethnie | suggestions to the CRC for 1t, has come '!3;1;.2?"’%?2""“’ tTiod the Panchayat
Organisations and Nepal Ethnic Federation | | '© Streets protesting the constitution. guaranteed d e tution has onty
protest the constitution, for, ’ classes” emocracy for well-to-do

i according to them, “it has ignored the In this connectfon a mass meeting was s :

e~

v

sentiments of various tribal, religious

and different language communities™. The
audience had clearly felt that the

—

organised in the Open Theatre. Expressing
that such a constitution cannot be called
democratic, all speakers said that the
democratic countries of the world should

{Yojana (Weekly), Nov. 19]

e e i

organisers had no specific purpose and give importance to secularism. By saying
programme 1in staging these. [ that the secularism can never be
demonstrations. i J defeated, they expressed that the
‘ constitution has proved _no difference |
[Gandiv (Weekly), Nov. 22] :
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Hiodhia i o he mass mti:ng. stating it

. r {initial programme inted that a

If the government did not fulfil the critical situation might arise reminding the

demands of Terai peopie by November 31 we incidents of Sri Lanka and Eastern Pakistan.

Coniry 51 o e e || T g e o e bary i
: Tiwar{ "

Ninister'; e ar{ said, "Though the Terai people are

Nepalis, they have been treated 11ke Negroes
in America.

L o chbbe

Addressing a mass meeting at Open Air
Theatre, the chairman of Nepal Sadbhawana

Party Mr Gajendra Narayan Singh disclosed .x,;' tht.h:“: ”::"129 '":.:l'"c"p::';rgm"::i:
’ m’ .

his party’'s programmes. His party has put § addressing in Hindi language. In the mass

forth various demands such as citizenship to

moeting the incident 1ike ‘throwing stones’

occurred. As a result some persons were
wounded.,

Terai people, homeless problems, employment,
reservation, entity of language, end of
partiality, seats for members of parliament
on the basis of population, state
government, representatives of central

[vimarsha (Weekly), Nob. 30]
government. etc. - - U

VN TS A

The Nepsl Goodwill Psrty - ) e r————

. The Central Executive Committee of the Nopal Goodwill Perty,
which met in Kathmendu recently, put forward the following
demsnds: "Nepal should have a federal State Structure with the
Tarai &S one of the constituent units, Hindi should be a national
language with the Same Status as Nepeli. All languages spoken
in the country Should be listed in a Schedule to the Constitution
and education sShould he .imparted in the mother-tongue. B®lection
constituencies should be formed on the .hgsis of geographical and
cultural factors es well as populstion. - Every permanent resident
at the time of the enforcement of the Constitution should be.
recognized as a citizen. All provisions of the constitution which
restrict fundamentsl rights should be repealed." The Committee
decided to Start sn sgitation-if these demands were not fulfilled
by December 30. (Gorkhaspatrs, December 2).

The Nepsl Goodwill Party usganized strikes and demonstrgtions
at Janskpurdham, Jsleshwer, Rirgunj, and Jitpur on December 7' .
in protest ageinst the Novembar 24 incident at its public meeting
in Ksthmandu. (Rising Nepal, Lecember.B). - .

. e e ——————

Oppressed Communities

On December 18, Minister Sahana Presdhan inaugurated the first
natirnal conference c¢f the Oppressed Communities Upliftment Forum .
in Ksthmandu. The cinference was presided cver by its Convenor,
Gnlchhe Sarki. (G~rkhapetrs., December 19). The Forum had been .
establishad cn December 17, 19€E. (Chhalphasl, December 16).

In an interview to the Chh lphsl (December 16), Golchhe Sarki
said, "The main objective rf <n. r-rum is to achieve the upliftment
and freedcm of the oppressed c-mzunities. We have not demanded that
we be granted a_higher csste -status. We were bern in this lend
snd must,therefcre,be allcwed tr develop. We have alse demanded
the ecnnomic, Sncisl and educati~nal upliftment nf all communities,
including the rppressed communities, It is wr~ng tc Say that
we have rsised communal ~r Crmmunist slcgans. The Penchayst
sSystem has been gbclished snd we have obtained pclitical rights.
But the nsticn has not b en able to beccme & comm~n garden of
2ll communities, snd crmmunal cprressicn has n~t yet ended. The
new Constituticn haes ignrred cur suggestions. It hes not granted
equal rights tc oppressed end nther ‘communities and the various
languages cf the cruntry. The draft Crnstituticn had reserved
three seat$ in %he Parliament f£or the ~ppresied communities, but
this prrvisien has been remcvad. In fact, the new C'nstituticn
has given' us n-~thing new, spart from freedem of speech. W#e are
still where we were bef~re." DPedna Lsl Bishwakarma, annther
leadar of the F-rum, said, " “ppressed c-mmunities mean
c-mmunities that are being S-cially neglected. Pe~ple belcnging
t~ these c~mmunities sre e -nsiicred unt~uchables cn the basis «f
their ancestral occupsti~n. Thc Legal Ccde has baen prrmulgated by
feudal elamnts «enly with th» <biective of misleading the pe-ple.

i Jthko :net,theref-re,br-ught at-u* any change in the attitude and

culture ~f ths prople. The # win has been ostablished with the
cbjective of ~rienting putlie ~piri-n t-ward a change in the.society,
which is %esed rr the ¢ ncerts - & Hindu natirn and the caste system.

. These c*nceg}s have placed 9% in the 1 west Strata of" the srciety."”
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Conference of the Oppressad Cémmunitiesrﬁpliftmenf i&rﬁm ’

B Sacannd

The first netional conference of the Oppressed Commemriitiss'
Upliftmant Forum was held at Kirtipur on December 18-19. It
decided to support the leftist side in-the elections provided
there was unity between l2ftist and democratic forces. It
welcomed the provisinns made in the naw Constitutien bamnning -
discriminatinn on grounds of caste and community end -umtouckebility.
but regretted that no sp2cial provisions hesd been mede for the
upliftment -0f oppressed communitiss. The conference demanded .that
Nepal be declared a 'seculsr State. The conference was attended
by more than 200 delegates and observers. A 14-member Central
Committee headed by Golche Sarki was ‘also formed. (Hindu, °

. December 25). . - ; : ‘ ' : :

The Christien Commurity’

- On D2cembar 21, the Nepal Zible Society organized a function
at the Mertyrs' Thzater (Open Air Theater) in Kathmandu %o
mark th? birth anniversary of Jesus Christ. The Speakers, on
that occesion, ecriticisad the interim gevernpent for
having relcss2d only a fow of those who had bzen detained or |
trapp2d in fabricated cssSes relsting to religion during the
Panchayet days. Som2 Spcakirs also oppesz24 the constitutionel
provision declaring Nepal # Hindu Stete. (Gorkha %xpress,
Dacembar 23). ‘ ;o

The Nepal Christisn FellewShip organized a function in
Eathmendu on Decembar 24 on t2e occesinn ¢f Christmas., The Law
end Justice Minister, Nilambar Acharys, was the Chief Guest.
Prime Mirister K.P. Bhattarsi sent a message to the function
extending heppy and warm greetings tc the great Christian
community throughout the world,including Nepal. The Genaral
Secretary of the Nepal Christian Fell~wship, Tirths Thapa,
demanded that Christmss Dsy be d=clared s public holiday, end
‘ that 811 cases filad in conn2ction with religion be withdrawn end
- persons jeil:d on such charges be released immediately. The
Prasident of the Fellowship, Dr. rsngsl Man Meharjen, said thet

it was the first time that Christmas hsd b:en celebrated

in Neval st =2 public plasce. An Action Committre was form=d there
. with Parashu Ram Tamang 38$ G~2neral S=cretasry to continue
protesting th:= declaration cof Ncpal =25 a Hindu State. The Committae
comprisad —eprescntatives of d!<fcerent religicns, ethnic minorities
and languagss. (Rising Nepal, Leezmber 25).

i Tharus, Hewars, Rrahmans, ard Chhetris
1

™

o Jzruary 6, "rime ¥inister ¥.?. 3Shattarai inaugurated
the 13th Jationgl Counvention ~f the Tharu Velfare Society
(Tharu ¥zlyazkari. Sapra) in Biratragar. the "rime Mirnister,

[ Tor ‘the cceasior, 5zid tkzt it vould net he annraopriate to
irtrnduce a2 systen of resemvai.»orns for ary rarticular éaste or
comrunity, since the entire enalii reonle were hackward.  He
added, "The “ep21i Crrngreces aimt 2% brin ‘ine neople helonrins tn

.ail -ethric coummurnities irte 2 sin-le £-914.," Marashu Narayan
Chaudkari, Central adviser ~f tne Societ, 5a3id that the Tharus
needeé urderstanding and ormartunities, rether than nrosection

.and reservation. (Risine denel, Sznuary 7%. - o

.kt Tharan in Junsari jistrict oz J2ouzrvy 11, °rime Winister
v.P. fhattarai said, "'he wezali Cenrrszi accenrnts constitutioral
morarchy. It regards the Yins %s the symbol of urity and

f commor -in @ll. Pennle sheuld teware of the mroveocative 3logans

. of the Jarajati Orgarizatisn arnd the.devnal ccedwill Party.

Yvery iopali i35 eAual, re he 'z Srz "r oz Twi croa Limm, o

f Hirdu en Muslim, n~r the snn of A il icnnires 2ra nosr man,”

Tenrecating attemnts Lo ¢ivide tie country retrecrn the Tarai
veonie ard hillsmen, the Prime 'linister s2id. "We shall rot

“allew the ration to bte divided in any circurstarces.™
(Gorkanzvatra, Januzry 12). -

The -Jepali (January 7' pointed out thzt 80 npercert of
nosts ir the civil service, the army, and the rolice, werec held
ty Brehmans ané Chhetris of the hill reginn, vhile the Newars
of {athmandu Valley, ¥hn comprised 3 percent of the tntal
E nopulation, held &3 much 23 1% percent of fovernment jobs. The
H vaner a’ded, "Sver after the change, thre 11-member Council
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of Ministers has six Brahmars arc three dewars. As many as six
members of the nine-member Constitutior. Recommendation Commission
vere Brahmans from the hill region. The peovle's movement :
cannot be interpreted merely a5 the transfer of power from

the Palace to a8 few communities. If the ruling Coneresa

and Communist parties continue to ignore this reality, the expleited
communitiss and the Madhesis,wh: comprise half of the porulation

of the country, are bound to .3vesk out." N

! A new organization, krown as the A1l Repal. Newar Associdt{on
(Akhil Newal fewar Sangh),was formed in Vathmandu with.the ’
obJective of organizing ard develoving the Newar Community and its
art, culture, literature and language. A 7-member Central )
Ad Hoc Committee, and an 11-member Central Executive Cdunittee,
vere formed for this purpose under the Presidentshiv of Wrishna

. Narayan Shrestha (Adivasji). ¥.®, Shahi was Vice-President of the

- organization, with C.M. Shakya as General Secretary and Chyanta

I Bahadur Karmacharya as Treasurer. (forkhapatra, January B).

| 8,000 tectens g1t prosii 5| | e ST T
li;-lmmniﬁsMnu__Aﬂn

“...1 managed to abduct 3 girls when residing
at Tahachal. Three more were managed later.

| Representatives from ten countries have Don’t worry; she, too, is in our grip. Just

" 1ssued several resolutions to control the manage a trip to Patan. I want to buy a TV set
increasing problem of women-trafficking as soon as the business is done...” heard a -
in Nepal as well as other countries 1in half conscious girl in her early teenage. The
South (East) Asifa. A 5-day seminar on speaker was her teacher Ms Shanti Shakya, who ‘
Preventing children and Women teaches at Nav Adarsha Secondary School,

Trafficking, which concluded recently in Basantapur, Kathmandu. After overhearing such

Pakistan, has made plans both short-t a horrible statement, she realised that
and loll'\g-tem' to prevent ';.er: something s going to befall her. She woke up

trafficking. According to Ms Radha Sahani lingeringly, managed to escape the place, and
and Kunta Sharma, who represented Nepal after reaching home, started crying in her
1‘" 1'-"'0 seminar, the plans would be father’s lap. Agatn she turned unconsctous ang

mpiemented with  governments’ co- was hospitalized. Doctors said she was given
:De;:ttx:on. The seminar which run for injection to make her unconscious. Naturally,
ovember 15 to 19 was jointly organised one can guess that Ms Shanti was a girl seller.
by organisations calied ACFOD and SIRCUT Either she has a close association with the
- GAHA. SR — businessmen or she herself conducts the
AL present 153,000 Nepalese girls have business. Police sought explanation from
been sold in India alone. Many girls from Shant1; but, instead of investigating further
Thailand, Indonesfa, Malaysia and the they let her go free. The incident took place

around mid-November. Ms Shakya had come to the
girl’s house at 10:00 p.m. on November 13 and
summoned her for some “private talks”. As the

Philippines are being sold in Japan and
g9irls from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 1in
Pakistan. According to a report issued

after the seminar, the girls who have girl went to hers, she gave her two lumps Ofl

- thus been sold are compelled to work as meat which had a narcotic effect on the giri.!:
prostitutes. The girl 1s sti1l under the doctor’s care. She

looks normal; but her right hand has turned

[Dristi (weekly), Nov. 21) weaker. She couldn’t take exams. The question

is why the police are inactive 1n punishing the
guilty and why they are hesitant to accept a
- petition. Are the police themselves involved in
the business ?

[Nepali Awaj (Weekly), Dec. 10]

RECHTE DER KINDER

1 jon_on_Children . > .
i Bhattarai Signs World Declar On December 12, Prime Minister K.P. Bhatterai signed the .

epri ini world Declasrgtion on the Survival, Protectio d 1
ip Minister K.P. Bhattarai signed the World ﬂg—l—————*—;uwm
D;z‘:tr:ra‘tion on the Survival, protection and .Qi'_]‘lfg.a_ﬂhl;%xg".. tghe k}?g;éaratlc{{dbad been prepared at the

¢ hildren at his office today vorld summit fcr the ch ren held in New York from September 20
s?f);ﬁ.wmm of ¢ to 30. (Gorkhapatra, December t3). P

The declaration was prepared at the Worid
Summit for Children held in New York from
'September 29 to 30 and signed by the heads of
: state and government present at the summit.

Finance Minister Or Devendra Raj Pandey had
-represented Nepal in the summit.

[TRN (Daily), 13}
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! Many students imprisoned on false charges
. during the Panchayat regime are still in

prison. Students, who played a crucial role
in the popular movement, still have their
problems uncared. Now, the students have
once again decided to come out to the
streets. A statement 1issued on November 30
by A1l Nepal National Free Students’ Union
(ANNFSU 5th) discloses that several students

who were imprisoned with fake charges by

Panchayat government, are still deprived of i
enjoying the dawn of democracy. Messrs Babu

: Ram Rai (former member of ANNFSU), Khuse

-Khapangi, Tej Pratap Chaudhary, Vidyanande
Chaudhary and Laxman Gywwali were detained
by the Panchayat government and three
others, namely, Toya Nath Thapaliya, Shankar

: pant and Uddhav Timilsina by the present

government in connection with the Pashupati
incident sometimes back.

According to the statement, the students
have vehemently demanded release of these
detatinees and asked for immediate solution
to all the educational problems pending
since long. The statement says students had,
so far, confined their programme to talks
and delegations for the fact that the
constitution was not promulgated; but now,
they have decided to come out to the streets
(from Dec. 4) as no attention was paid to
their concern. Besides educational, students
have also put several social demands 1ike
controlling price rise, commodity shortage,
preventing the act of violence, and fair use
of the government media.

[Chhalphal (Weekly), Dec. 2]

EEm T I T RSN
‘Students on_Dharna

Demanding the release of students, who were
imprisoned with charges of false cases during
the autocratic Panchayat regime, students
affiliated to A1l Nepal National Free Students’
Union (5th) sat on Dharna (surrounded) at the
various jails of the country on December 12 for
4 hours (from 12 noon to 4 p.m.).

{Samaj (Daily), Dec. 13}

According to students, they organised

programmes like ‘Gherao’ and ‘Dharna’ to press
the government for the release of 56 political
prisoners and other § student prisoners charged
with political and false cases and have
expressed distress that though multiparty
democracy has been introduced, political
prisoners are still in jails. They have warned
that if the government does not show concern in
time they would announce other ‘strong’
measures.

[vimarsha (Weekly), Dec. 14]

A mass of about 150 students, picketing at
Singha Durbar gate, Monday, December 24, were
abruptly lathi-charged by a truck-full of
policemen shortly after the picket was
started. The move taken after handing a prior;
written notice to the government 3 days ago,

.

was launched with a demand to release the |

; students detained under various cases. Ten

\

On Detember 8, the All Nepal Nstionsl Indep LS S
Union (Fifth Unity Group) held a public meeting ingZthZ;gient
demanding the release ~f all.s*ircdents who had been placed in
detention by’ the Panchayst gnverament on fabricated charges. Tre
meeting elso oppesed-the Nepeli Congress monopoly over official
communication media, the growing violence and hosliganism in tne
country, &3 well aS dearnesS, shortages and black marketing.
Addressing the meeting, Khadgs Jli, Chief of the Democratic
National Youth Ass¢ciation ardd Central -idember of the Napal -
Communist Perty (#-1), accusSed the interim rove-rment of having
failad to teke acticn regardings.ceople .who had been compelled G

live in exile or remgin in Betention on false charges si Q64
(Gorkhapat.a, December 9). T s ince 1504

On December 12, the Al) Nepal lational Independent Students
Union staged a peaceful demonSiration in front of the Nakhu Jail
in Kathmendu in protest a&einstfhe.delay in releasing - its leaders,
who.had been sentenced impricorment fer "anti-Panchayat activitics"
gur1ng the Panchayat pericd. Lhese leaders included Babu-Ram Rai,
Khuse Khampangi, Vidyansnd Chaudhari,. Tej Prasad Chaudhari snd
Lakshman Gnyawali. They were now in the Birgunj, -Udayapur. snd

Ngkhu jails, the reporti adde3. {Corkhapatra, December 13),

[P

ANNFSU (5th) organised a protest mass meeting
on December 7 when the interim government did
not show any concern on 27-point demands
regarding their rights.

Addressing the mass meeting the central
chairman of ANNFSU (5th) Mr Tul Bahadur Gurung
warned that if the government did not fulfil
students’ demands, they would come out to
struggle for their rights.

The 27-point demands include: release of all
students implicated in political cases, action
against corrupt and murderer, introduction of
scientific education, compulsory primary
education, secondary education without fee,
decrease of price of essential goods for
students, etc.

[Hindu (Daily), Dec. 9]

persons sustained injuries and two bicycles
damaged in the incident. The police also took
away the carpet spread by the students. The
students later rallied around the town,
raising various slogans against the
administrative suppression. In this
connection, when Kathmandu district CDO was
contacted that evening, he said the lathi-
charge was not ordered by him. Students were
given appointment to talk to Prime Minister
over telephone next wmorning; however, no
response was received. A11 Nepal National Free
Students' Union (5th) and CPN (ML)’s general
secretary, Mr Madan Bhandari, has protested
the lathi-charge incident.

[Dristi (Weekly), Dec. 26}

Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-Leninist)
has condemned yesterday’'s (Dec. 24) lathi-
charge on the students observing sit-in at the
gate of Singha Durbar to press for their
demands of release of their fellow students
held under the "fabricated cases™ and against
the “Congressization™ (Congress—oriented) of
the official media.
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In a .press release issued by the general

secretary of the party, Mr Madan Bhandari, it
is stated that it is natural for the people of
different walks of life to demand release of
political prisoners, action against corrupt

officials, control price hike and maintain law
and order.

But the interim government, installed after
the success of the people’s movement, has
acted in the same line that the previous

| regime had been doing to weed out the

I A
~ WIRTSCHAFTLIC

problems, the party said.

“The students, who were 1in the forefront
duyjpg___ the democratic movement, are__ now

EQQQ.EQLQQLA&iQh.!!;&!&.
Rice of 20 Million Rupees

The general manager of Nepal Food
Corporation and zonal chief of Koshi zone
have wasted 23 hundred quintal of rice in
Biratnagar (the 2nd large city of Nepal).

The rotten rice was purchased and stored
in godown. While purchasing the rice a
large amount of money was embezzled.

Similarly, such rotten rice has been
purchased 1in Bardiya district and
Birgunj.

According to a source, the tenure of
general manager {s going to end in coming
Ashadh; so he 1is very busy 1in earning
money anyhow and the chief of quality
control department has gone abroad for
tour.

It is learnt the rotten rice 1s about
worth 20 million rupees and being
supplied to the market. But due to the
interference of Dealer Association it has
not been available in the market. Voice
has been raised that the government must
not make available the rice in the market
without checking the quality and the
action be taken immediately against the
commissioners.

[Matribhumi (Weekly), Nov. 20)

more kerosene from India, the supply of
kerosene 1s still insufficient.

In the capital, the number of kerosene
buyers is increasing day by day. On the one
hand the consumers are facing problem to buy
kerosene and, on the other, the businessmen
are taking extra benefit from not filling
the kerosene fully,

Similarly, the claim of Nepal 011
Corporation ‘the supply of kerosene has been
increased by 150 percent’ has been proved
false, the observers feel.

[Samaj (Daily), Dec. 4]

demanding release of the students held by the
Panchayat regime. They have been launching
various peaceful forms of protest to draw the
attention of the government™ it said adding

that the party supports their just demands.

"We condemn the action of the government to
suppress the students’ move by using force
instead of making an attempt to fulfil their
demands”, the press release noted.

r.teanvhne. the ANNFSU displayed black flags
in 20 different places to protest the
yesterday's action of the government.

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 26]

Consumers on the Verge of Struagle: Price
Rise Hiking Terribly !

After the petroleum shortage due to the
Gulif crisis, consumers 1in Nepal have
started to suffer sugar deficiency as
well. Apprehension of price rise in
electricity has scared the consumers as
the use of Heater has been increased due
to the kerosene shortage. On the other
hand, prices for any commodities are
going up haphazardly in the markets. One
i{s bound to pay as much price as a seller
would demand. This situation has left
serious impact on consumers and they are
1ikely to come out to street any time. No
sugar is available in the market. Sugar
sellers say Salt Trading Corporation and
National Trading Limited have stopped the
supply of sugar. Recently, a delegation
of the sugar producers’ organisation
called on the Minister of Supply and
asked for price rise because of the
increasing production costs. The
delegation {is learnt to have received
positive assurances. This has further
consolidated the consumers’
apprehensions.

{Hindu (Daily), Nov. 22]

Electricity Authority has already hinted
its clients that the tax for electricity
might hike by 30 percent. Presently, the
Nepalese people are paying Rs 1.30 per
unit. The fee is more expensive than in
India. 30% more would mean heavier impact
on the consumers. It is to be noted that
the production cost of electricity in
India is US$ 1,000 per kilowatt. But in
Nepal, which is rich in water resources,
the cost is 2,000 to 3,500 dollars per
kilowatt. The reason is said to be the
commission which is much higher in Nepal.

[Nepalipatra (Weekly), Nov. 23)

Civil servants today (Dec. 18) paralysed the
ministries, departments and office in the
Kathmandu Valley as they downed their pen

from ten to three with protest black band
round their arm.

The protest strike is part of the programme
launched by the Nepal Civil Servants’

Asst)ijgg_iop of a number of its grievances.
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Clarification: Meanwhile the Central

Secretariat of the NECSO has clarified that

the association resorted to protest

demonstration as the government did not take
any initiative towards the fulfilment of its;
demands for tiffin, transport, education and

housing allowances without which the
employees cannot manage.

In a press statement issued here today, the
association has said the acts of giving
slanderous statements pinning all the blames
on the employees and threatening them instead
of finding a peaceful solutions to their
problems has made them all the more agitated.

. In other developments CPN (ML) has
appealed to all democratic and loyal civil
servants to end their struggle for the time
being by holding talks with HMG and solving
their problem taking into account the present
national financial ability.

Expressing the party’s sympathy to the
struggle being launched by the civil
servants, the CPN (ML) says that the interim
government should demonstrate its readiness
to meet the justifiable demands of the civil
servants in accordance with its financial

ability.
{TRN (Daily), Dec. 19]

The nationwide agitation launched by the
central ad hoc committee of Nepal Civil
Servants’ Organisation (NECSO) has ended from
December 21 through negotiation. This
§ negotiation has exposed the rift in the
i employees’ organisation. In a statement, the
{ committee has made it clear that it {s not
i proper to continue the agitation at this
political juncture; and has also warned of
the activity of some provocative elements.
However, Kathmandu-based ad hoc comittee of
the same organisation, which has accused the
central representatives of being ‘bribed’,
has appealed to continue the agitation. Owing
to this controversy, there 1is uncertainty
. smong the employees outside the Kathmandu
valley. Taking advantage of the existing
situation, some of the employees are involved
in circulating information in an
irresponsible manner. In the meantime, the
central committee has discovered pamphlets
printed in the name of the middle class
people to provoke employees.

In a meeting, a group of the disgruntied
government employees has decided to seek
explanation from the representatives
attending the negotiatory talks, including
the chief convener Har{ Prasad Upreti. The
meet ing was attended by about 100 disgruntied
employees. In this meeting, central ad hoc
committee member Phanindra Gautam admitted
that the representatives who participated in
the talks made some procedural errors.
However, he made an appeal not to trust the
rumour that they were bribed. In this
gathering, no voice was raised to take action
against the corrupt officials, but they were
highly vocal about their interests and
facilities. Some of them claimed that the
government had sufficient budget to increase
- salary, while someone threatened not to
. extend cooperation to the government during
_ the election unless their demands were
; fulfilled.
§0n December 21, when the negotiation was
. reached, the central office of NECSO was
totally under the control of the 'rebel’
(reactionary ?) employees. The central
members were hiding. The office frequently
received telephone calls from the different
» districts and the rebel empioyees propagated
! that their representatives were bribed and

according to which employees would be
formally provided additional facilities from
Baisakh (April/May). Other facilities would
be implemented from the coming fiscal year.
It is learnt, however, that action would be
initiated against the corrupt officials,
prior to this.

Minister for Industry and Commerce Mrs Sahana
Pradhan has said democracy cannot flourish in
the country unless and until the 1livina

’condﬁ;ion of the farmers, who are the back-
‘bone of the country, is improved.

while declaring open the fourth district
"conference of the A1l Nepal Peasants’
Association at Madhuvani in Sunsari district
Friday, Minister Mrs Pradhan spoke on the
growing foodgrains problem in the country.

The lack of proper market for agricultural
products and a fair price for such products,
and the misutilization of agricultural loan
are the factors responsible for the foodgrains
problems in the country, she said.

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 23]

-

asked the district representatives to stop .

in offices and continue their

agitation. On the day, most of the offices
had no work. .

NECSO 1s disintegrating on the basis of
personal discretion. In protest against the
negotiation, all the wmembers of the
preliminary ad hoc coomittee at the Ministry -
of Forest and Soil Conservation have tendered
their resignation en masse. Likewise, the

comnittee member of WNuwakot Bal

Krishna Giri was compelled by the employees
of the district to sign the proposal
protesting the negotiation.

The talks for negotiation, participated by
Ministers Jhala Nath Khanal and Marshal Julum
Shakya and 6 central committee members of the
NECSO, continued for three days and reached
the agreement. According to the agreement, a
high level administrative rdforms committee
would be constituted within a fortnight and

within two months, its report,

In the meantime, Minister Marshal Julum )

the chairman of the cabinet

subcormittee to 1nitiate action against
corrupt officials, has admitted in an
interview with the Gorkhapatra that the
government employees’ salary is relatively
lower than corporation employees’.

This agitation has upset the administrative
machinery of the country. As a result, the
country had an enormous loss of revenue and

had to experience lots of

inconveniences. Has this agitation ended now
? In reply, NECSO central secretary, Lekhjung
Karki, says: “Our agitation has completely

Now we are confident of regular

functioning of work (at government offices)”.

{Deshantar (Weekly), Dec. 23]

PSS
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Communist Party of Nepal (M-L) polit buresu
alternative member and A1l Nepal Peasants’
Association central president Amrit Bohara,
speaking at a public meeting organised by
sindhupalchowk district unit of the party at
Melamchi recently said that the people have
attained the democratic rights, not by
kindness or favour of any particular persons,
but as the result of the struggle waged by
the people and the political parties.

| He said, though democracy has been restored
| in the country the Nepalese people have not
| been freed from the social and economic
| sufferings.
}

[TRN (Daily), Jan. 6]

Penfbévﬁ §¥rike of Civil Servents

: L

His Majesty's Government has decided to
sign the international convention, on
economic, social and cultural rights
adopted by the United Nations General
assembly in 1966.

" With the signing of the convention, it
' {s believed that the economic, social and

cultural rights of the people of Nepal
are ensured besides the guarantee
provided by the new Constitution of
Nepal. .

According to the Labour and Social
Welfare Ministry His Majesty’s Government
has decided to sign the convention
keeping in view the necessity of
guaranteeing the economic, social and
cultural rights of the norms and values
of the present democratic environment in
Nepal.

[TRN (Daily), Jan. 7]

i

| ' 'The pen-down #trike of sbout 137,000 civil servents, calla’l
by the Nepal Civil Sérvants Organizetion (NCSO),which hed.startac =i
‘ Decembar 13 for one hour, increascd by ene additionsl hour on =227
subsequent day. (Saptehik Nepali ‘iwej, Lecember 17). -Accorddnzly,
%\ a complete strike was observzd on Decembar 19 and 20 in Kathmsud:
i and most ~ther parts of the country. " (Gorkhapatra, December 20-21).
|
{

On-Décember 17, the Hinistry of Ganeral Administration publishad
o Statem2nt "drawing the attention" of the civil servants to the :

_ nead to maintain disciplinz as mutually sgreed upon at the time of
the registration of the.haral Zivil Servants Organizetion. The
Statement mdded; "HMG is deteormiv:d to yrovide maximum facilities to
ei®1 sarva.ts mccording té tr- :inencial condition of the country.
However, it is not sble to incrsa-c 1ts financial burden at e time when
it is finding it dirficult to previde relief to the people.”
(Gorkhapatra, Decembsr 18;. The .2pal Civil Servants Organization,
an its part; accus=ed th2 govarnzeiat of having sdopted a Strong-
attitude toward th= agitatiern con thz acvice of corrupt and
privilegid officers.v.. (Saptskhik Lopali Awaj, Dacemher 17). It
explainad that it had b:en comnell:d to start the agitation bocsussa

the government had psid no sttention to
transport, educstion, housa-rent,etc. al

(Gorkhapatra, Decembar 19).

its demand for tiffin,
1n~wances and® nther denefits.

Talks betwaen EMG and the NCSO Started on Lecembor 19, with
_HMG represented by a taam-cons'sting of Ministers Jhal Nath Khsanel
and Marshal Julum Shakys, snd the #CSO by jits._Convenor,. Heri Prasad

Upreti end five other office-b2arar® end mambers,

(Gorkhapatra,

D2cember 22). An agresm?nt was r2achzd »n December 21 and the °

NCSO sgreed to call off thz agitation the same day.

The mein pointe

of the azteemant were as follows: “HMG gccepts,the demsnds of civil
servants for high>r allowanc?S and cthor binefits anfl will m2ot

them to the extent of its capacity. A high-lovel Administrative
Reform Commission will accordingly be form-d, including represantativ s
of NCSO, within a fortnight to-Study these damands snd Submit s

report within two months. 1It3 r-~comm=ndations relating te sllowanc:s
(tiffin, transport, education, hous2 rent, atc.) will come into

force on April 14, 1990, ond trose raletimg to othar benefits

(1~ave, prmSion, mredical ~xp-nsns, gratuity,

daily snd travelling

allowances, ehnual incrawents, provident fund, inSurance, voluntary
retirement, nte.) on July 16, 1991 HMG will =lso take immediste

action agair3t corrupt and anti-seople elements, 2s well 938 those

who were engaged in suppressinz the people's movement- ." (Gorkhavatre,

December 22).

4 hew organization of civil ‘servants, known as Nepal Civil

{ Servants' Asscciatior (Nepal RNijamati Karmachari Sangh) was frrmed
| in Kethmandu on December 24 to work for the protection of the

% iignts and interests of civil servants.

Yor Jung Dhwaj Karki was

) Presidert of the Associatinn, with Ravi Bhattarai as Vice-

‘ President, and Bhanubhakta Thakal as Secretary-General. The

| Assnciation claimed that this steo had been taken because the
! existine Nepal Civil Servants' Creanization hag not been able

{_.to represent the larger irterests and aspiratisns of divil

{ servants. (Gorkhapatra,-Lecember 25).
! President cf the Creative Civil Servants' Sosisty,

Yor Jung Dhwa} Karki,

hed earlier

i iSsued a statement accusing the Nepal Civil Servants' Organisation
i of having followed an "Ymmature and short-sighted” policy from
the very beginning St that "matters which could have been
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resolved through talks were taken to the stage of confrontation."
The Society,
and stressed the need for a strong and effective organization of
civil servants. - At the same time, it sups~rted the decisisn to
calloff the agitation "lest anti-democracy elements should take
advantage of .the situation." (Gorkhapatra, December 24).

therefore, expressed lack of confidence in. the NCSO

A lew Commission

HiG formed a five-pemb->r Commissio Ge
' ive -rie r g n hesded by Nesnd Lg S
gﬁf;rngniof the r:?ug tromotion (enter, to reviewythe pag-gcg;egi’
acilities of civil serventS end employees of corporations

ir the light of th2 current =conomic situation according to a recent

uncerstendir.g. - The othker =2nmo vrs of the C

& 2 > otk w2 5 of Commission were Prof,

ggigﬁga L;anur Pradiacrerge =».v rof. medhunidhi Tiwari of tne

I wan Un;vefs;tv re twe verresantatives of Civil Servents,
1y, Dhundi Rej Pokhrel wrc :sli Prassd pokhrel. '(Gorkhapatre,

Weter to Cost More - - ST T —
~ . i B I3
The Nepal Jater Supplv Corporation introduced new rates of
water charges effective December 16, 1990. The nev rates were
ks 15 for the first 10,000 liters, end Rs 2.50 for esch
ndditionsl 1,000 liters for ¥ inch connections....The Corporation

- 8aid that it hed taken this step on the advice of the

world Bank.” (Gorkhapstrae, Jenuary 4). The rates hed last
been increased-in 1981. (Gorkhapatrs, Jebuary 5).

According te a report su uiited by the Vedic 3ncial and
Religicus Welfare Assnciation to the Social Services Hational
Coordinatinn Council on December 25, 1990, therc were 6A7T
families of bonded laborers, eowmorising a totai of 4,470
individuals, in ¥Fanchanour district, the total amount T .

of loan being 3s 6,106,256.60. Mnast nf them belenged to the Rana

and Dagaura groups of the Tharu commurity.

Banded labor was

_ similarly prevalent in nther districts of the western Tarai
also such as ¥ailali, ™ang, Rarke, Rardiya, Surkhet and Salyan, ;

the report added. (Gnrkbanatre, Tanusry 9).

e gt .

GESUNDHEIT

High Level Druas Control Body Formed

HMG has formed a t14-member high level Drugs
Control National Coordination Committee under
the chairmanship of the Home Minister.

The committee formed with the purpose of taking
effective measyrss to solve the problems of
drug trafficking and drug abuse will formulate
national policy and programmes on the
pravention of drug trafficking and drug abuse.

{TRN (Daily), Dec. 12]

I

The Chrest Clinic run by tf - Nepal TuberculJlsis Erasdication
Associstion st Kalimati in Kstnuundu decided to close down from
January 1991 becsuse of recurring losses. According to Devendra
Bahsdur Pre€han, Secretsry-General of the Association, the clinic
cost Rs 1.2 million every year, whereas receipts amounted to no
more than Rs ©.5 million. (Gorkhapatra, November 3%0).

—— . .

HMG formed s 14-member high level Drug Control Nationgl

Coordination committee under the cheirmanship of the Home Minister

with the objective of taking effective Steps to Solve the problems
of drug trafficking srnd drug-sbuse. An Txecutive- Commi ttee
by the Chief Drug control Officer wes also formed for the
effective implementation of tke policy snd program to be
formulsted by the main Committee. (Gorkhapatra, December 11).

TP g

headed

i

e e

| Nepay: Centre for Drug Smyoglers !

N

Nepal is frequently proved to be the market
and shelter for those selling and buying
narcotic drugs. More than 100 members of
internationally defamed Mafia gang have been
arrested in Nepal since mid-April 1988. Among
them, German, Japanese and the British
nationals are larger in number. Besides
these, smugglers from 18 other countries,
too, have been found here. According to the
police sources the following i{s the data of
criminals caught red-handed in Nepal e
mid-April, 1988:

Germans - 17, Japanese - 15, British - 13,
Americans - 8, Swiss - 6, canadian - 6,
pakistani - 5, French - 4, Chinese - 4,
Bangladeshi - 4, Danish - 3, Italian - 3,
ghutanese - 2, Spanish - 1, Iranian - 1,
Ceylonese - 1, Belgian - 1.

gefore that, Indians were found to be the
major drug trafickeers in Nepal. Next to
them, Koreans were found active. = 300
Nepalese, too, were found involved in this
business besides the 200 Indians. Of the
1,870 drug smugglers arrested in Nepal, the
powerful mafia members have been released

beforehand. Among them are Axcel Peter and
pavid Mark of the USA, valdimi and Wantek of
Yugoslavia, Hanswalter Poplyski from USSR
Barbara Paul Margret from UK, Clouth Gentan
from Germany and Dipak Sahani from India. The
Nepalese drug-marketeers working under the
guidelines of these Mafia members, too, have
been released. These smugglers have, once
again, become active in buying and selling
narcotic drugs in Nepal.

[Nepalipatra (weekly), Dec. 21}
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' Organizs

The Nepsgl National Teachers
4t would Start s sit-in protest -at the Min

.Culture in cas?L ttz demand

he demands relate o :
gismisﬂed during the Panchayst period,
better conditions fzr tgacgers
ber ”5). The teachers ar
Bic;:cember)26. . The strike wa3 expected to

Janusry 4, 1291.

UMWEL_T
¢ 50 Thoysand People's Lives in Danaer

! Nepal Orient Magnesite, one of the mineral !
industries of Nepal, has made the environment '
very polluted. The industry covers the area :
of two districts - Sindhupalchowk and Dolkha
- where the raw material are brought from
Dolakha and produced in Sindhupalchowk. The
dust and smoke coming out from factory has
polluted the environment more than caused by
deforestration and landslide when the slates
were taken from hills.

Due- to the lack of wmutual coordination -
between private sector and govermment sector
the industry, run by foreign company, has
created a great environmental probiem on
local areas. i

Nine different areas have been directly
affected and whereas agricultural production
has decreased; smokes and dust have caused a
great damage to man as well as domestic
animals.

Although the industry has provided employment
for 400 Nepalese, 1t has affected the
population of 50,000, the local people say.

Recently, a observation team had presented a .
report to industry management to control the
effect of dust and smoke scientifically. But
the report is not going to be implemented, it
is learnt. According to the report, it is
learnt that all the dirt of the industry is
being thrown 1in Sunkoshi river through
sewerage. 1f 1t 1s done, water of the river
will be totally polluted.

[sanghu (Weekly), Dec. 16]

cutting Down Jrees !

Whenever the country starts following the
! course of political stability, the process of

tion announced that
istry of Education and

ere not fulfilled by December 25, «
demandsr:instatement of teschers who had been
higher salaries and

and employees
sordingly star

¢Rising Kepel, December 27).

. deforestation 1increases in Nepal. In the
. past, tree-cutting was 1{nspired by the
rulers; even now, deforestation has been an
intense problem. Presently, a body headed by
. Mr Drona Prasad Acharya has been active for
i the past 3 months to find out the causes for |
this. Mr Acharya thinks deforestation can be
controlled i{f political parties gave
directives to their workers. In an interview
to Nepali Awaj, Mr Acharya said, "The tasks

.

From December 26, teachers have started
movement sitting on Oharna at Education
Ministry as the government did not implement
their demands according to an agreement.
between the government and Nepal Nationa!l
Teachers Organisatfon (NNTO). The NNTO had
drawn the attention of the government several
times for solving the problems.

orkhapsetra
%.—.gt:‘it_gs; atrize ' According to the programmes published by NNTO
ééntixme until each 75 teachers will sit on Dharna in
. ) Kathmandu valley upto January 4, 1991, from

January 6, 1991, they will sit on Dharna in
districts to draw the government’'s attention.
I1f the government do not show any concern they
will gherao (encircle) the district education
office and prevent the chief from entering the
office. According to NNTO if the problems are
not solved, they will release new programmes
for the movement. '

- . e

{Pristhabhumi (Weekly), Dec. 27}

i given to us can be divided into 3 parts: to
find ways to control deforestation and
irregular settlements; to find ways that can
solve the problem of the homeless without
deforestation; _and _to investigate and

sevaluate the works done by forest
consolidation commissions during Panchayat
regime. These days we are collecting facts in
various districts™ he said. The problem of
irregular settiements in forest areas raised
since 1979, when permissions were given to
such shelters. Mr Acharya also said that he
had found evidences of enormous corruption in
the eastern parts. Even the Royal palace is
found to have given orders for cutting down *
trees, said Mr Acharya. In the report
prepared so far by the task force, the
following points have been included:

. —w—

- Some persons from Surkhet, Dailekh, Salyan
and Jajarkot are involved in the process of
tree cutting in Banke. The dissolved RP
member Mr Chandra B. Buda {s found to be the
leader of this gang.

- About 2500 people have been settled there,
receiving 32 to 55 rupees from each. ;
- 6,000 families have settled in Manjhudi and |
Kandra forest area in Bardia, after the
recent democratic movement. i
- A1l Nepal Association for the Homeless has
settled about 4-5 thousand people, receiving
Rs 5 from each, in Bandar Jhula forest area
in Chitwan.

- 500 Bighas of forest area have bee occupied
by squatters in Juge Pane, Navalparasi.

- Deforestation, squatting and wood stealing
are increasing in Rudrapur, Rupandehi, for
the past four months. Two months ago, three
forest officials were beaten in their attempt
to dismantle the settlements.

The process of cutting down trees 1is
increasing around the East-West Highway 1in
Bara district.

- Woods are being smuggled from Jhapa border
area.

- Squatting and wood stealing have been
intense 1n Sunsari.

200 Bighas of forest area has been
destroyed for cultivation in Sundar Gundar
area, after the recent democratic movement.
- 80 Bighas of forest area has been squatted
by 40 families in Madibas, Udaipur, while one
thousand Bighas of land in Kaligola forest
area has been destroyed in Rampur.

[Nepali Awaj (Weekly), Dec. 17]
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i parties Pledoe Environmental Protection

{

{ Nepali Congress, CPN (ML) and CPN (M) have
i pledged to include the protection of the
' environment in their future policies and also

. mention in the manifesto of the general
- election for parliament.

Leaders of the parties, participating in a
discussion programme organised by the Forum
of Environmental Communicator on Environment
and Sustainable Development in the Election
Manifesto, made these remarks today (Dec.
17).

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 18]

Since its inception, the Morang Irrigation
Project has had adverse impact on environment
owing to its failure to control many {issues,
both internal and external. This project,
envisaged to provide irrigation facility to
the Tand within seventy Village Development
Committee of Morang district and to increase
it productivity, has, on the contrary,
affected badly people’s 1iving in the area. An
experienced engineer argues that {if timely
measures are not introduced by the agency
concerned to curb this serious problem, this
irrigated area may turn into a desert within
a few decades owing to accumulating sand.

Saptakoshi 1s one of the three largest rivers
in the Kingdom. Its water resource forms an
area of 58,000 sq. kms., one third of which
lies in China. During the rainy season, it has
2 percent silt (20 gms per litre). In terms of
the guantity of silt, it is the fourth river
in the world. Because of large volume of water
and silt, {its canals 1irrigate thousands of
hectares of land on the one hand, while, on
the other, sand is gradually accumulating in
the land and reducing its fertility. Hence,
various measures were adopted to stop silt and
preserve the fertility of 1land, but they
proved to be ineffective.

" A few years earlier, Morang district, with its

abundance of forest, had not to rely on canal
irrigation. Farmers grew different crops all
the year round because of seasonal rains.
However, in recent times, environment has been
adversely affected owing to the depletion of
forest. In spite of rains, lacs of cubic feet
of sand is taken away to Kosi river as a
result of soil erosion, 1leading to its
accumulation on its bank and blocking the flow

. of water, Consequently, huge floods during the

\
i
I
!

rainy season cause heavy loss of 1ife and
property. To curb the effects of these floods,
a large amount of money is earmarked every
year to construct large dams. However, it has
had little or no impact so far. Instead, it
gives rise to epidemics and loss of 1ife and
property. Hanuman Nagar Village Development
Committee, located at the South-West bank of
Kosi in Saptari district, is a victim of flood
every year. As a result, the fertility of {ts

 land has been reduced to minimal due to sand

accumulation.

- Ramrijhan Yadav

Besides, the canals for the flow of water into
Kos1 river merge several villages due to their
reverse flow of water from Kosi, as the river
basis is amassed with sand. Thus, in this
area, the river is coming up, while villages
are going lower. '

There have been constructed three large canals
from Kosi. The eastern canal irrigates Indian
land in entirety. The western canal, having
half of the capacity of the eastern one,
irrigates land in Nepal and India again. The
third canal irrigates Nepalese land entirely.
A1l the three canals have been constructed by
the Government of India. The problem of silt
in the canals flowing towards India has been
sorted out to a large extent by the due care
of the government concerned. As for the canal
at Chatara which {rrigates only Nepalese tand,
two vortex tubes have been i{nstalled to
prevent the flow of silt, but they have been
operating Just for experimentation by
foreigners. These tubes have not rendered any
vital contribution in this respect. Besides,
they have stopped functioning for quite a few
years. Even the existing canals do not allow
ample flow of water owing to sand
accumulation.

Every year a large amount of money 1s spent
on various irrigation projects in the Kingdom,
but there has been 1ittle improvement in their
functioning. Hence, the interim government
closed down all these projects, including one
in Sunsari and Morang. However, the employees
involved with these projects who earned a lot
from the budget allocated to their functioning
had to suffer loss, but, eventually, they have
succeeded 1in reviving the projects by
pressurizing the government.

Yo sum up, the sand accumulated on the river
bed in Kosi, owing to forest depletion and
soil erosion, looks 1ike a rock while the
river's canals are gradually depositing sand ~
in the fields they irrigate. Consequently,
fertility of land 1s on decline and
environment is getting adversely affected.

[Nepalipatra (Weekly), Dec. 28]
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After the bullet {incident in Baglung, the
situation has become more critical.
According to a news received so far (upto
Dec. 1, 11 a.m.) more than 15 persons have
been arrested. Although the spokesman of
Home Ministry has said the situation has
become normat, but the local people are not
believing it.

‘The transition around DSP office has been

stopped. After the evening, people fear, to

_come out of house.

The condition of a injured person, Mr
Taranath Sharma, 1is very serious. Doctor
suggested to take him to Kathmandu for
treatment, but no concern has been showr
yet.

In contrary, the local administration wants
to arrest the person of a committee which
was formed to forward the demand of action
against murder.

{Samaj (Daily), Dec. 2]

Administration Yortures People in Baglung

It is learnt that ten persons who protested
the incident 1{n Baglung are undergoing
torture from local administration. A police
inspector, Mr Bhunamal Bhatia, who has been
charged by people as responsible for the
incident, has been caught up by the people
in Baleba Airport while he was about to fly
for Kathmandu.
handed over to the chief district officer.
The CDO has called for dialogue with
different political groups in order to solve

. the problem. However, the proposal has been

rejected "so long as the ten detainees would
not be released”. Meanwhile the detainees
are learnt to have launched a huger strike
from Monday morning (Dec. 3) claiming that
they were innocent and should, therefore, be
released.

{Paribesh (Daily), Dec. 4]

Nepali Congress and three communist parties
of Nepal (viz, CPN-ML, Marxist and Manandhar
groups) have been organising various Jjoint
programmes against the police excesses in
Udapaypur. However, police have intensified
the process of arrests. On Monday, December
3, police blindly charged lathis at the
people who were intending to meet 0sSP, and
ask him to punish the criminals. After that
the district headquarters was closed and
transportation was stopped. Several people
have been arrested and many injured. The
chief district officer has given no response
to the call for diatogue put forth by an 11-
member action committee, comprising the 4
political parties. On November 29, a local
woman had a minor conflict with some woman
who happened to be the wife of a police
Junior. The police junior had brutally
beaten the woman. Mow she is in hospital and
her condition 1s critical. People were
demanding punishment to the police junior.

[Dristi (Weekly), Dec. 5]

The way events are recently taking turns
seems to push the nation towards chaos and
confusion. Everyone feels that these svents
are quite serious in nature and may lead to
grievous consequences. Especially the
happenings following the promulgation of the
constitution aie loocked upon questioningly
as rehearsal of a planned manoeuvring.

Recently, communal and regional politics has
been intensified. As a result, vandalism,
beating and other similar {incidents have

The inspector has now been °

| curbed 1in

become rampant all over the country.
* Obviously, they can, in no way, prove to be
‘conducive to the healthy growth of
democracy.

In this context, the mass meeting organised
by Sadbhavana Party was disrupted by stone
throwing. Its immediate reaction shows that
the -partymen were all prepared for it
beforehand. Besides, the senior party -
leaders, finstead of controlling the !
situation, threatened to turn Nepal into Sri
Lanka. One can easily see the political

wotive behind their threat to launch a °
secessionist movement like Tamils'.

Immediately after this, attempts were made

to beat the leaders of National Democratic

Party (Chand) and disturb its mass meetings

at Janakpur and Jaleswor. This area has been

in the grip of terror and violence since the

destruction of the office of Nepali Congress

and communist parties. Maybe, 1t 1s an

outburst of sent iment against the

undesirable actions taken by Lokendra _
Bahadur Chand during his premiership.
However, it has led to the exercise of

physical force 1{nstead of 1ideological

conflict, which cannot be helpful for the

progress of democracy.

The procession and incident at Birgunj have
given rise to distrust in a community. The
communal riot in Sarlahi has st111 worsened
with the beating of some Muslim youths and
misbehaviour with them by some hooligans.
Both the communities, well-equipped with
arms, may take to further violence at any
moment there.

In addition, there are several ethnic
organisations making an appeal for their
struggle and creating a fesling of distrust
and hatred between different ethnic groups.
This separatist tendency can split the
nation into various ethnic groups and prove
fatal to democracy and nationality.

Even the leaders and workers of different
political parties are also taking recourse
to undesirable activities to promote their
image and interest. They are indulging in
manhandling and character assassination
instead of paying respect to opposition.

These and other similar activities may have
dire consequences to democracy and need to
time before democracy is

[Diary (weekly), Dec. 3]

Jeopardized.
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i Commynists are not Terrorists

i Nepal Communist Party (Unity Centre) organised
. a mass meeting in Kathmandu on December 7.
Addressing the mass meeting all the speakers
said, "Interim government could not do any
- appreciable work in favour of people; murders
; are moving round freely; there is no difference
: between Panchayat and this government; the

communists who raised voice for people’s
. problems are called terrorists and extremists,
. but those who ordered to open fire on people
are not called terrorists; neo-people’ system
.does not come by visiting the palace,
. participating in election and council of

ministers; United Left Front is lifeless; andj.

‘Unity Centre is the only one party depending on
.principles”.

oo [Sanghu (Weekly), Dec. 9]

j Bullet Firing in Banepa

Nine persons were injured in an incident of,
i brickbatting and police firing which took place
{after a violent mob attacked a mass meetin
i being organised by the National ODemocrati
- Party (Thapa) in Banepa today (Dec. 13).

One person who sustained bullet injury in the
' stomach following police firing is undergoing

¥
: treatment at Banepa Mission Hospital. The
: bullet has already been taken out of the
| stomach of the injured. Another person injured
" in the police firing has been admitted to Bf
' Hospital, Kathmandu. T

The police had fired teargas shells and used
batons before opening fire at the violent mob
after the mob started pelting stones at the

. truck carrying additional police which arrived
. from Kathmandu to control the tense situation

there.

. According to first reports received here, the
! violent clashes took place when the chairman of

the NDP ex-prime minister Surya Bahadur Thapa

. went to the dais to sddress the mass meeting. ' _ :

. When inquired about the incident, the Home

Ministry spokesman said that as some
mischievous persons indulged in vandalism and
created untoward scenes at Banepa this
afternoon, police were compelled to open fire
to take the situation under control. In the
firing, two of those indulging in brickbatting
were injured.

i

[TRN (Datly), Dec. 14]

' Banepa Bullet Incident : Guilty
has Big Yoice § :

The ‘Panchayat democrats’, who always opened .
fire on people in the name of ‘Panchayat '
Democracy’ are still terrorizing people in ;
the name of 'multiparty democracy’ with the |
help of hooligans.

For the evidence the recent incident of
Banepa {s enough where the police opened 10
rounds of bullets on innocent people of
Banepa. A similar incident had occurred 1in
Banepa 10 years ago, where countless rounds
of bullets were opened. But the difference is
that at that time Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa -
ordered to open fire as Prime Minister.

' According to a spot-investigation report by
i our correspondent, the Mandales (hooligans)
' belonging to Thapa had attacked on people .

while the people were protesting Thapa
peacefully.

All the political forces agreed that there
was no such a situation to open fire. The
_worker of NDP (Thapa), too, accepts and says

i e i - -y -

he Banepa Incident

According to6 the Home Ministry, a pudlic meeting organized
by the Nstional Democratic Party (Thapa) et Banepa on December 13
was attacked by Some hooligans with stones and brickbats. Surye
Bshedur Thapa, former Prime !linister and President of the Party,
who was 8cheduled to address the meeting, then took shelter at
the house of a Iocal resident. The hooligans then attacked that
plece also and set firé to Suryes Bahadur Thapa's car as well as three
motor-cycles. They als» demaged Several other vehicles. 1In an
attempt to control the situation, the police resorted to a mild
lsthi-charge and also fired tear gas shells, When these mesSures
proved to be of no avail, the police resorted to a blank fire and
then to two rounds of actual fire . Nine persons were injured,
one of them &S a result of the police firing. The other injured
persons included Narendra Beshadur Thapa, Ganesh Bahadur Ehatri, and
Indra Bahadur Khadka, leaders of the National Democratic Party
(Thapa). Surya Bahadur Thapa was then brought to Kathmandu under
police pretection, Efforts were new teing macde to anntrol
the situation in Banepa, che Home Ministry added. (Gorkhapsatra,
December 14).

Addressing a press conference in Kathmandu on December 14,
Surya Bahadur Thapa charged the ruling side of heving had a hand
in the incident. He Said, "The Stand that the rights granted
by the Constitution are availeble an.iy to the ruling parties
will make the polities of the country fearsome,- turbwient, and
bloody. If this situstion continues, we will have t0 explore
alternative ways for exercising the fundamental rights of freely
participating in elections under an impartial  multi-perty system
and an ‘stmosphere of security." he 2ccusecd the ruling side of
seeking to win the elections by terrorizing the people and the
opposition. (Gorkhapatra, December 15).

that this {s the evidence of administration’s
brutality to open fire when Mr Thapa was
returned to Kathmandu safely. But the DSP
Rana says, "We are not mad to open fire
unnecessarily; really the ‘people are
terrorists”. ’

A1l the political parties argue that they
(the people of Banepa) are not terrorists, .
but they are {nnocent. The people are
questioning whether the DSP Rana, who ordered
to open fire protecting the hooligans or the
armless pecple are terrorists ?

In the meantime Mr Surya B. Thapa organised
a press conference at the central office of
his party to hide the reality of the
incident. According to him the incident was
a pre-planned conspiracy of Congress,
communists and Lokendra B. Chand and the
administration had fully supported it. But,
~ all the parties’ units in Banepa say, “The
creator of this 1s Thapa and all his
- accusations are baseless”. :

In the meantime the CPN (ML), Kavre district,
in a press release, protesting the bullet

. incident, has demanded to constitute an
impartial enquiry commission.

Now, a question has been raised when would
such a wrong tradition of opening fire on .
people to protect the murderer end ? But the
obsaervers feel the possibility of such an -
incident again unless legal action {is taken -
against the murder. :

{Chhalphal (Weekly), Dec. 16] -
One More Name in Martvrs' List

Mr Basudev Musyaju, who was injured by bullet °
"on last week at Banepa has died at Bir
Hospital, Kathmandu yesterday (December 22).
" On that day, Banepa was stunned, bazaar area
was calm, people were grief-stricken and
agitated. i

Late Mr Musyaju, 16, was one of the two
injured persons of the Banepa bullet
incidents. He was studying at class 8. His
dead body was carried to Banepa on December
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" Musyaju, their eyes were filled with tear.

+ panchayat style and ignoring the demand of

22. when the people saw the dead body of Mr
Thus, after the establishment of democracy,
the youths are still losing their 1ives. But

the government i{s issuing statement in

impartial investigation.

{Chhalphal (Weekly), Dec. 23]

I _

People do not seem to pardon the corrupt
Panchas though government has allowed them to
move freely. The leader of National Democratic
Party, Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, after the
incident of Banepa, has once again been
attacked by people in Birgunj. No sooner the
leaders of NDP appeared on the dais of a mass
meeting than the people protested them for
their wrong-doings in the past. The protesters
were peacefully unfurling black banner when

the NDP-backed hooligans attacked them.
Situation became tense after:the people set
fire to two vehicles suspected of belonging to
the NDP groups. Many people were injured and
Mr Thapa, too, sustatned head injury. Escaping’
the town after that, Mr Thapa and hisb
associates reached Kathmandu the next morning
(December 27). Although police and the
administration had helped them perform their

. programme (police had aiso used lathis, tear-

gas and blank firing to disperse the
agitators), Mr Thapa has accused the
government of backing those involved in the
incident. The Nepali Congress and other
leftist parties have, however, denied their
involvement in the incident, as revealed by
the sources close to them.

Yiolence in Politics

About twelve workers of ithes Nerali Cnngress and the Nenal
Students Federation were injurcd whan they were attacked by
workers of the NCP (M-L) grcud in Digam village of Gulmi district
on.Dacember 17, according to the -Gulmi district cffice of the
Nepali Congress. (Gnrkhapatra, Decembar 26). The Ragira Pukar
(December 27) alleged ti:at the honlirans were led by Kamal Shrestha,
a local leader of the NCP (M-L), which had bheen perturhed by the
groving vopularity of the Nepali Congress in the area.

The People's Cultural Forum,on its part, claimed that about
200 Nepali Congress workers, armed withXhukuris, clubs, and knives,
had attacked a meeting of Nepali Consress and Forum workers in
Digam on December 18, as & result of which several NCP (M-L) werkers
had been seriously injured. Fhe meeting had been callcd in &n
attempt to resolve the previous day's dispute. (Gorkhapatra,
December 26). According to the Dristi (December 27), Famal--
Shrestha, President of the Gulmi Unit of the United Left .
Front, had been seriously wourd2d and had baen brought to
Fathmandu for treatment. .. :

IS

HMG formed & 2-member high-level Political Commission
consisting of Chandra Prakash Mainali cf the Nepal Communist
Party (M-L) &nd Daman Dhungana of the Nepalil Congress to settle
political disputes in .districtsvwhere the law and order situatinn
was likely to be threstened. Such disputes had arisen recently
in Gulmi, Mahottari, Morang, Iiam, and Taplejung districts,
according to & spokesman of the Home Ministiry. (Gorkhapatra,
December 27). .

‘place and brought the situation under control
.December 23). : . .

[Vimarsha (Weekly), Dec. 28]
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The Nstionsl Democratic Partv (Thsva)

On December 20, some pzrson3 ceused disturbances st a public
meeting being held by the N-tionsl Democratic Party (Thapa) at
Tikepur in Kailali district. The meeting was being addressed by
Nain Bahadur Swanr, a former ninister, The police rushed to the
. (Gorkhspetra,

" On December 26, some oppesition groups simjlsrly tried
to_disrupt a public meeting bein€ held in Birgunj by the -~
National Democratic Party (Thapa). They. mfnhandled a leasder of the
Party, HRarendrs Bahadur Thapa, and set fire to e Jeep cerrying
other workers of. the party. Nerendra Bahsdur Thapa was then - -
teken under police protection. The police resorted- to lathi -
and téar sas charges end elso to blankfire in an sttempt to
disperse the mob., Seven persons were injured, including 3
pdlicemen. The meeting weS Subsequently sddressed by the Party
President, Surys Behadur Thapa, 8S well eS by Keshar Bahsdur
Bista, Dr. Yadsv Pressad Pant,-Revindra Nath Shsrma, and other

leatiers. (Gorkhapatra, Lecember 27).

BasudeVv MuSyaju, & 14 years old boy who hed been injured

i in the police firing st Bsnepa on December 13, died'at the-Bir

Hospitel in Kathmandu an Deceaber 21. The official media did
not report the death. (Jsna Jagriti, December 24)."

i

On December 28, 199G, 5. 2

ihé Nqﬁionallbagocrqtic-Pwrt; (Thapa)

'ggople stiscked 8 political camp

organized by the Natiqral Deioc.rstic Psrty (Thape) in Chhetiwan,
- -Makwanpur district, end se’ 1ire tc food, clothes, end other
goods worth Rs 100,000. KFour lncsl workzars of the Party were

injured in the incidant.

{Rising Nevwal, Jsnusry 1).

Speaking at a public mreting held st Birgunj on Decembar 26,
Surya Bahadgr Thepa, Presicznt of the National Democratic Party
_(Thepa), said, »Instead of working on the basis of democratic

" “compe

tion, the ruling side-is terrorising the opposition

and thus depriving them of the right to exercise human rights.

It is thus reshrting to state terrorism.

What then is the

difference between the nntnrious elements of the Panchayat

system and the present rulers ¢

One wonders whether the

objective behind -this planned conspiracy is to remain in power
ynreonstiturtionally by aborting the elections.” (Hindu,

‘December 30).
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i -congress Hooliganism"
|- .

- t

Madan Bhéndgri, General Secretary of the Nepal Commuynist

! Perty (M-L)sinaugureted s regional office of the Perty in :
Kethmendu on December 26. Spesking on thst occasion, he strongl, H
! eriticised the "Congress hooligsnism", and ssid, "We had taken tre

Congress as a friendly force of the people's movement. But if it

. continues to indulge in hooligsnism, we too-will not remain
quiet, we regesrd the Congress attack upon Kemsl Shrestha -in
Gulmi ss directed sgainst our Party.” (Cbhalphal, December 30).

.Girije Prasad Koir=le said in en intervievw to the

Nepall Paira {December 28); "The Nepali Congress has not adopted
the polic: of disrupting seny kind of political meeting. A-party
that has been Struggling for pluralism for 30 yesrs does not .
intervene in any way in the ex2arcise of political pluralism,

#11 parties are free to engsge-in open politics and approsch the
pecple. Every party must scecpt the verdict of the people. The
~vegressive elewzents had a hard in. the Benepa incident., Neither
the government, ror any political perty, had caused thst
incident. The chargé that -the State haS sown the Seeds of

using certein elements to provoke terroristic incidents in
dirferent parts of thz country.” : .

‘e

Disturbences in Jhaps

. in the morning of December 29, s mob srmed ‘with khukuris,
knives, and clubs sttacked the village of Telpani in Bahundangi,
Jhapa district, snd wounaed five persons, two of them seriously.

+arrorism is nof sppropriste., In fact, the regressive forces are

According to these persons, the mob was s
The police€ rushed to thé place snd arre

(Gorkhspatra, December 30).

houting communel 8logans.
sted nine persons,
to the Dristi (Jenuary 2)

the Mongol Netional Orgsnizstion was responsible for the incident.
The paper reported, "This orgarization hss set up en armed canp On 8
500-bigha tract of forest lsnd adjoining Telpani.under the comnand

of its Genersl Secretary, iiran idoktan.

1t had sttecked Telpsni

on December 28 also .and wounded more than fifty people,

including workers of ‘the Nepal Comaunist Party (¥-L) who had
opposed its mctivities." .The Hindu (Janusry 1) reported that the
camp accommodated about 5,000 men who hsd built s large number of
houses there. The iirngol National Orgenization was reported to
be engage: in similsr activiti:s against the liepal Communist Party
(M-1) in Ilsm slso. (liepali Patra, January 4).

_VERFASSUNG UND GESETZE |

| constitution Allows Criticism of Itself

Addressing the public meeting held on the

premises of Public Secondary School at
Dhanibani village development committee,
Biratnagar, under the aegis of Jjoint area
committee that encompasses twenty NC village

units, NC General Secretary Girija P. Koirala'
said despite the flaws in the new constitution, :

it does represent the overall aspirations of
all segments of the society as it provides for
a constitutional monarchy, human rights, a

multiparty system and sovereignty vested in the

people.

The constitution allows criticism of ttself,
he said, adding that all should, however, be
involved in refining it on a continuous basis.

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 10]
writ Petition Against Ambassador’'s Appointment

Two advocates of the Supreme Court Messrs Ram
Kumar Shrestha and Uddhav Prasad Mainali and
advocate Mr Radheshyam Adhikari have filed two
separate writ petitions against His Majesty's
Government regarding the appointment of an
ambassador recently. A1l the three advocates
have petitioned for nullification of the
appointment as 1t was made against clause
35(2) of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Nepal, 1990. It {s to be noted that His
Majesty the King had, without consulting the
cabinet, appointed Mr K.B. Adhikari the
ambassador to Spain and Israel on December 13.
A relisble source has disclosed that the
supreme court is likely to issue "show cause”
notice in the names of His Majesty’s principal

secretary, the council of ministers and the
ambassador Mr K.B. Adhikari.,

_{H: ndo (D02ly) dec. 27]

The Royal Palace has openly ignored the
constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal-1990 by
appointing the Nepalese Ambassador to France,
Mr ‘Kalyan Bikram Adhikari, as the Ambassador
to Spain and Israel. The way the ambassador
has been appointed is against the
constitutional provision under clause 35(2).
Such a prerogative exercised by the Royal
palace has been vehemently criticized by CPN
(ML) and many other democratic forces. On
December 14, an Indian Journalist Mr
Brahmananda Mishra had written in Janasatta
that King Birendra of Nepal was once again
trying to become the nucleus of power in the
country. In this connection, according to
Mishra, the Nepalese King was meeting with
different persons of the different parts of
the country. The political thinkers here feel
that the King might be brooding over getting
the power once again.

{pristi (weekly), Dec. 19]

The Royal palace communique issued on
December 13, mentions nothing whether the
ambassador was appointed with the cabinet’s

' recommendation or not. In this connection,
Minister for Law and Justice, Mr Nilambar

Acharya remarked, "It was not done according
to the constitutional provision™. This
clearly suggests that the appointment was not
recommended by the cabinet.

[Matribhumi (Weekly), Dec. 18
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Two advocates,Ran Fumar Shrestha and Uddhav Prasad Mainali,
filed-a writ petition 2t the Suvreme Court demanding that the
; recent anvointment of Felyan :ikram Adhikari, Royal Nevali

. Ambassadnrite france, as Rcyal iiepali Ambassador to

Spain

| and Israel also be nullified on the ground that the Council of :
\‘ Ministers had not been consulted, as required under Article 35 (2)
{

of the 1990 Constitution.

KORRUPTION UND M.ACHTMISSBRAUCH

Mr Kesharjung Rayamajhi, a8 minister in the
present cabinet, 1is trying his best to
promote some acting secretaries who have
" frequently involved themselves in anti-
people activities, played major roles in
ki1ling ordinary people as well as political
workers, and faced charges from the court of
people. Mr Rayamajhi, on Kartik 16, has
recommended to promote 9 persons including
the acting Home Secretary Bhakta Bahadur
Koirala, and two former zonal commissioners
Mr Dharma B Thapa and Mr Tek B. Thapa. Among
others who are recommended by him are Mr
Basudev Pradhan (health secretary), Hit
Singh Shrestha (supply), Rameshjung Thapa
(Education), Ravi Dev Sharma (Industry),
Shashi Narayan Shah (Finance), Devendra
Bahadur Pradhan (personal secretariat of the
prime minister). The 1ist of the recommended
persons  has been submitted to the
secretariat of the Council of Ministers’ on
Kartik 18. Mr Bhakta B. Koirala was demanded
explahation by the Mallik Commission a few
days ago; he is associated with the terrific
massacre incident that took place at Joda of
Morang district in 1968. At that time he was
the Chief District Officer of Morang
district. 250 landless people were killed in
that incident. Mr Koirala is aiso associated
with ki11ing of Dr Diwan Singh Rai, a leader
of NC, in 1970. Dharma Bahadur Thapa is
known as the villain i{in the massacre
incident in Janakpur. Mr Tek Bahadur Thapa,

too, is not less notorious. He killed 6
persons and tortured more than 1500
agitators 1in jungle during the recent

popular movement.

T

Finance Minister Dr Devendra Raj Panday said
that 1t was not unnatural for people to
complain against the government for {ts
failure to provide relief to them promptly.
People should not discontinue to put up their
grievances, he opined, adding they should not
be disappointed {f the demands were not
fulfilled immediately.

Dr Panday was addressing a mass meeting at

the premises of the Kisan Secondary School in
. Anandanagar, Jhadewa, Paipal on December 20.

Confessing frankly that the present interim
government was not free from weakness, he
remarked that the government was actively
engaged in penalising the cotrupt officials.

{TRN (Daily), Dec. 22]

[Oristi (Weekly), Nov. 28];

(Gor]-'hapatra. I»ecember 26).

——

The cabinet meeting held on Monday, December .
3, has decided to identify and punish the

corrupt officials ho1d1ng high posxtions in
the administration. A 4-member committee,
comprising the Ministers Yog Prasad
Upadhyaya, Nilamber Acharya, Marshal Julum
Shakya and Kesharjung Rayamajhi, would be
made active 1in this regard. Mallik
commission, which was formed to investigate
loss of lives and properties during the
people’s movement has now been busy
preparing its report on the basis of its
field study and the written confessions
received from 150 defamed criminals. The
ministerial committee would soon start its
business on the basis of the commission’s
report as well as its own investigation. The
name list of 9 acting secretaries, which was

earlier submitted to the cabinet for
‘promotion’ will be kept pending, it 1is
learnt. Besides, the meeting has also

decided to take initiative towards giving
amnesty to 169 different political workers,
labelled with different charges. However, no .
discussion was carried regarding Mr Ramraja
Prasad Singh. He or his party itself should

initiate talks, opined wmost of the
ministers.

[DrisH (Heek\y). Dec. 5]

T T
B ,é__

Minister for Agriculture, Mr Jhala lfath Khanal,
has initiated the process of taking action
against the corrupt officials, as strongly
demanded by the people throughout the country.
In the .gabinet meeting on Thursday, Minister
Khanal submitted the name of Mr Akrur N. Rana,
the Agriculture secretary, for dismissal from
the job. Mr Rana was served the letter of this
effect on Fridey. The employees working under
the Ministry of Agriculture feel satisfied with
his dismissal. '

. sack
. commission, formed on Monday, stayed i1dle for

{Chhalphal (Weekly), Dec. 9]

': The corrupt officials, holding high positions
_and earning much by unfair means, have been
. terrified after the dismissal of Mr Akrur N.

Rana, Minister, ¥r Khanal abruptly decided to
him as the 4-member ministerial

long. Now the commission, too, has started its
tasks. The vacant post has not been filled yet.
Dr Hermba B. Rajbhandarti i1s trying his best to
get .it; however, Minister Khanal seems
interested to bring someone else to the post.
Mr Rajbhandar{; however, 1is likely to be
appointed the acting secretary for the present.
Mr Khanal, considered sluggish in his works,
“"has done a laudable job by sacking the ring-
leader of the fertilizer episode™, 1t is
commented.

[Nepali Awaj (Weekly), Dec. 10)
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Chargzes of Nizuse of (fficizl F.citities : ' . |

tialla K. Sunder, =ditor of tne Inap (Vewari) Weckly, fiied
a writ petition &t the Jurrcme Tourt on Jarunry 7 charging the
Prime Minister ard osker ;liristers «with r-ins misutilised
governmer.t facilitiee 3nd resources for Party nutlicity.
petitior named the Zrime ‘Kinister ard other ilinisters, the
Council of Mitisters 3e :retarist, &né the Zlecticn Commission
as respondents. TRising Wevpal, Janunry 7).

Corruption in Agricultuwal Innuts Corﬁoratibﬂ::" ) T

The

- o—— ———

-

] HMG formed & 3-member Crmmission headed by Dr. Gajendra
. Mani Pradhan, Joint Secretary ir the Ministry of ILaw and Justice,
to prote into financial and admiristratirn irregularities in

I3

g

the procurement, transnortaticr and sale of fertiliz-~r by the

Agricultural Innmuts Cormoration.

The Commission was ordered to

submit its repnrt within 6 weeks.  According to the Minister

of Asriculture,

{;EIUQSGHMWE
: o o
Prisoners of Pashupati Incident Released

The prisoners of the valley's jails - Nakhu,
Bhadragol and Central jails - have begun

hunger strike and boycotted ration demanding

amnesty and improvement of prisons.

In Nakhu jail, 24 prisoners have been going

on hunger strike since November 27. 1In
Bhadragol Jjail, prisoners are boycotting
rations.

Similarly, 13 prisoners of central jail have
been going on hunger strike for the last two
weeks demanding amnesty and 500 prisoners
are refusing rations. Among them 6 foreign
prisoners are also on hunger strike. It is
learnt that the situation of this jail is
very tense and the prisoners, at any moment,
might take a challenging step.

" The prisoners have put a condition for talks
either with Comrade Rohit, the leader of
NLFA or with Prime Minister about their
demands and the jailor should not be present
during their talks. According to a report
received so far, Mr Rohit visited the
representatives of prisoners on last Friday
and Saturday.

According to a reliable source the foreign

prisoners, who are going on hunger strike,

are demanding that they should be released

as the other foreign prisoners in concerned

nation have been released on the guarantee
. of embassy. They are of the opinion that the
. political prisoners, including the prisoners
. of criminal cases, have been released after
. the political change.

According to intellectuals, an investigation
. commission should be constituted and all the
political prisoners, prisoners charged with
false case and the prisoners who reformed

© their conduct, should be released.

. Meanwhile, all the prisoners of Pashupati *

incident (the incident which was occurred in
Teej festival) have been released
i December 1.

{Matribhumi (Weekly), Dec. 4]

on .

Jhal ¥1th Yharal, more than 4N0 among the :
; approximztely 1,007 employees of the Cornmoratinn were being
i charged with corruptinn.

(3orrhavatra, January 10).

e

‘December 5).

Political Prisoners

The Committee formed by His Majesty's Government to trace
people who had disappeared in the courae of the struggle for
the restoration of democrscy,vwhich wes functioning st the
Office of the Attormey General, was reported to have obtained
preliminsry imformstion sbout Z2 missing people. They include
Dr. Lexmi Narayen Jha, Sgke* (Crandra Mishra, Padma Lama, ‘Ishwar
lar2, and Maheshwar Chaulsgsin, who had disappeared while in

detention in connecticn uithvthe 1985 bomb incidents., (Gorkhepatra,

December 6,.

The twelve persons who had been detained on. the charge of
having thrown brickbats st the motor-car of Her Majesty nesr
the Pashupati temple on August 23 were relessed. They had been
charged with treason, but HiiG haé withdrawn the cesSes against
them, the report added. (Hindu, December 4). : ;

The Baglung District Administration arrested Tejendra *
Bahadur Khadka, a former Pancha #inister, Kul Bahsdur Rana and
Padma Nath Sharma, in connection with the firing incident at
Baglung on November 29. (Charcha; December 3).

The Nepal Christian Fellnwship regretted thst cases filed
against some members of the Christian community had not yet
been withdrawn. It demgnded the early withdrawal of gll such
cases, as well as the immediate release of Yuvaraj Shrestha,
vwho had been sentenced to imprisonment for one year recently
on the charge of hsving changed his religion. (Rising Nepal,

Call to Grant Amnesty

President of the Nepal Labourer Peasant
Association Mr Rohit has said that it will
be 1in accord with human rights to grant
general amnesty to those detained on
trumped-up charges, those who improved their
conduct and who are unable to present their
cases before law-courts.

o

He said if such people are granted amnesty,
those put behind bar would also see the
light of democracy.

Mr Rohit made this remark following his
talks with the representatives of the
prisoners who are on {ndefinite hunger
strike and those boycotting the ration in
the central jail.

{TRN (Daily), Dec. 7}
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The Nepal Democratic Lawyers’ Association today
(Dec. 10) said that there are altogether 1,255
different kinds of prisoners and detainees in
the seven prisons, Khor (cells) and offices in
 Kathmandu vValley.

‘This was stated in a press note issued here
:today by the association after its visit to
the Central Jail, the Bhadragol Jail, the
‘Tripureswor Women's Jail, the district Police
Office, Hanuman Dhoka, the District Office,
‘Lalitpur, the Nakkhu Jail and the Sadar Khor,
Dillibazaar.

Forty-four mentally disordered detainees
without any cese are kept together with the
.women detainees in the women’'s jail which has
‘two foreigners also.

{Similarly, thers are three foreigners in the
'Sadar Khor, Dillibazaar while the Bhadragol,
iCentral and Sadar Khor have 33 foreigners.

|The Association that found Shyam Gurung of Lama
1gown being detained at the Sadar Khor,
:D111ibazar, for longer period than he should
thave been immediately informed the Kathmandu
tdistrict court and received an order for his
yrelease.
i [TRN (Daily), Dec. 11]

“There is no need to describe how miserable
condition of jails are in Nepal, the second
poorest countries of the worid. The condition

_Dorture of Detsinees

. Yresent

of jails has not been 1mprqudreven after the

| formation of the peoplie’s government; on the
' contrary, it has become more severs. All the
speeches of leaders, assurances of ministers
.and demands of release have done little to

mitigate the miserable condition of the
prisoners”, said a team comprised of vice-
. chairpersons of HURON Ms Parijat, acting
. chairman of FOPHUR Mr Padma Ratna Tuladhar,
member of Nepal Women National Council Devijung
Gurung, Kundan Tondan and Mohani Maharjan, and
singer Rayan after observing the condition of
central jail in Kathmandu on December 9.

Ms Parijat said, “The condition of the
prisoners on hunger strike 1s very serious and
the environment of the jail is 1ike that of the
hell. Leaders go abroad for simple treatment
but the prisoners are deprived of basic medical
treatment. If the interim government didn't .
think of fulfilling demands, the prisoners
: going on hunger strike are 1ikely to die. The
prisoners are strong at their stands; they
consider huger strike as their 1last resort
. while exercising their democratic rights; they
are ready even to die”.

{Hindu (Daily), Dec. 11]

Morcha for Arms Strugale

Janabadi sorcha (People Front) organised a
mass wmeeting in Kethmandu on December 23.
Addressing the wmeeting ail the speakers
demanded to invite Ram Raja Prasad Singh, the
chairman of the Front, in Nepal with honour,
to release all prisoners charged with the case
of Bomb incident and to investigate about Dr
Laxmi Narayan Jha.

If the government adopts a policy to suppress
the Morcha, they warned, they will not lag-
behind and be resort to armed struggle. They
accused that this government was no more
different than Panchayat one.

[Nepalbhumi (Weekly), Dec. 25]

urt Deceaber 15, the 4ll Nepal Trede Union held a public
reception in honor of the twelve persons who had been detained
in connectior with the August 23 incident nesr the Peshupati
temple and had been relessed recently. However, only three of
them, namely Shambhu Poudel, Shankar Pant, and Shiva Shrestha,
were present, the others having left Kathmandu. Shambhu Poudel,
on thest occeSion, clsimed that none of the twelve persons peS
st the place where the ircident hed cccurred, whereas
the actusl %ulprit hed been "treated like a Son-in-law" and
released by the government. Shambhu Poudel als~ claimed that .
he had been interrogated about the activities of the NCP (Masalj
grd teortured with electric shccks. Chitrs Bahadur E.C.,
Spskesman of the NCP (Mssal), was chief guest at the reception,.
(Gorkhapatra, December 16). - ’

Mutiny st the Bhadragol Jeil

On Novembsr 16, some prisonars at the Central Jeil in
Kathmandu started a hung2r strik: demanding a general amn-2sty,
deduction of public holidays and casusl lrave from jeil terms,
and better living cenditions. Thay included rarsons who had
bien detain»d in ccnnection with th2 1985 bomb incidents. On
Novembar 28, the 290 prisonars st the Bhadragol Jail joined the
agitation., They formad en AssSocisticn with Genesh Man Lsma 88
President and applicd to thes Chicf District Officer for
recognition. . Through-the Association, th2 priscners demanded
that an official representativcs m:et them for talks by 5:00 P.M.
cn Dacemb:r 19, When the grvarcment did not respnnd, they
lock=2d the gat2s of the Jeil from inside in the morning of
Drcember 20, The Chiz2f District Nfficer, accompanied by the
police, trind to break the gotos open, but failzd .in the attempt.
Ganash Man Lama told the Rising Nepal that the gates would be
openzd only after their demands werc fulfilled. (Pristhabhumi,
December 20; Hindu, Decembar 21; Sartahik Bimarsha,. Decembar 21;
Rising Nepal, December 22; Jhilko, Decembai 22). A team of tha
Jail Reforms Committee, headed by Badriram Bhandari, tried to
hold talks with_the prison~rs on Decembrr 23, but fatled.
(Rising Nzpal, Dacembor 24), . ’

200 prisoners in Bhadragol jail, who have
Jaunched a fast-to-death strike by locking
the jail gate since November 28, came to
confrontation with the authorities on

Thursday, December 20. The CDO, who went to
unlock the gate with a group of policemen,
could not attain his purpose. The inmates of
the prison hurled stones from inside, while
the policemen inserted lathis through the
(fron) bars. The prisoners have asked for
general amnesty and exclusion of the holidays
from total term of the punishment. 700
prisoners in central jail, too, are planning
to launch a similar strike, it is learnt.

[Vimarsha (Weekly), Dec. 21]
Jai] Inmates Tortured

The agitating prisoners in Bhadragol jail
have stated that they won't open the gate
unless the Prime Minister comes and offers a’
positive solution to their problems. The
inmates of the central jail, too, have
extended their support to the strike. Among
the 209 prisoners in that jail, five (related
to the bomb incident) have launched fast-to-
death strike, ten have launched relay hunger
strike and 43 have boycotted their food
facilities. Human rights activist Mr Padma
Ratna Tuladhar and Ms Kunda Tandan have said
that they found the prison inmates severely
beaten in the central jail (December 11).
Doctors have found their bodies swollen due
to severe beatings. They were provided with
medicine on December 16.

[Nepalipatra (Weekly), Dec. 21]
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. hunger strike with varfous demands 1in the

Political detainees, Chandradev Thakur and Sai,
Bahadur Biswakarma, have called off their
hunger strike, the Jail Reforms Committee

states.

The two had been a hunger strike since
Decembar 8. '

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 24]

Belease the Prisoners

“Naturally, we, human rights activists, are
feeling sad to hear that the prisoners are on

different prisons of the country. The'
government has been treating them as inhuman '
and {ignored their just demands”, says the
statement {issued by Forum for the Protection
of Human Rights (FOPHUR).

The statement has asked the government to
initiate dialogue with the prisoners for
solving their problems and releasing political |
prisoners. .

{Hindu (Datly), Dec. 25}

B _Pardons Prison Term of 207 Persons

His Majesty the King has, on the occasion of?

his 46th auspicious Birthday, pardoned the'
rest of the prison term and fine due to 201L
different persons serving sentences in the;
various jails of the kingdom on different
charges.

The spokesman also informed that according to
the cabinet secretariat, His Majesty has also |
remissioned the rest of the prison term and .
fine of 56 other such persons who were awarded
the sentence and fine of various charges but
are not in jails.

{TRN (Daily), Dec. 29]

(Gorkhapatra, December 29).
[ hatolriul il

e ————— e .

Political Detminess

3adrirem 3handari wes. aowever, Successful in persuading two
political detainees (at the Centrsl Jail) to call off their
hunger-strilie on December 23. uhey had started "the Strike on
December 8. The detainees werc Cranara Dev Thakur and Jal
Bahadur Bishwakarms. (Risiug llepal, December %4)'

On Lecember 23, the Peorle’'s Front held a public meeting
at the Opern Air Thester {(renamed Mertyrs' Theater) in Kathmandu,
at which the acting President, Prem XKrishna Pathak, and other
speakers criticized the government for the delay in releasing Ram
Raja Prasaé Singh (Who had been sentenced to death in connection
with the 1985 bomb incidents ané was now living in exile in
Indis) and other political orisoners. (RiSing Nepal,
December 24). . .

On December 24,'thé"A11 Nenal ﬁetional Independent‘sthdents
Union (Fifth Unity Group) Staged a Sit-in strike at the gates of the

"Singh Durber Secretasriat deasnding the release of its President,

Shankar Pckhrel, a3 well sc Rghuran Rai. Bidyanand Chaudheri,

Khuse Xhapangi, and Laxman Gnyawali. About 100 students participate
in the action.  The police ls*hi~charged them, &S e result of which
severai Siudents were injurec. three of them Seriously. The
Spckesmar of the Home ,imistry justified the action on the ground

" that the students had organizecC the protesi in a prohibited area.

{(Rising Nepnal, December 25;.

The ruman Rizhts Freatz..: )" Forum asked HMG to fulfill
the legitimate demands o. rrascners and detainees. 1n a
staterent,iti declarel, "A -ict of 179 political and other prisoners
V2@ been submitted to Eis Majesty for a general amnesty. However,
no action has yet been tsken in this regard." 'The Statement

.also demanded that 57 perceat of the jail terms of people who

had been kept in detention during-the Panchayat dictatorship
should be remitted. (Gorkhavetra, DecemPer 25). !

Remission of Jail Term

On the occesion of His Majesty's 46th birthday on December 29,

.His 'Mejesty remitted the remairning term of 207 prisoners in

different-jesils of the Kingdom snd also weived the fines and
sentences of imprisonment of 56 persons who were not in jai.

> ‘ \ ‘The Jeil Mutiny

| The Yoj=mna (Decemb=r 21} 1cported: "The mutiny at the

Central snd Bhadragol J9ils in ratlh.uandu,which hsd S8tarted on

December 27, reached its clim.x on lecember 29, 1990 when srmed
| policemen broke .open the gatss.sri entered in.
:  marked by clashes between 4ie prisoners end the police, 83 a
result of which mesny peomle weie hurt on both sides end one
w3s believed to have died. 1
spray the agitating prisoners vith jets of weter on that cloudy
day ‘in winter, and fired tear zas shells, while the prisoners

retalisted with brickbsts.
an hour.” The mutiny ended on December 30-after the police :
succeeded in breaking the gates open. (Nepal Bhumi, Janusry 1).

The action was
Thc police brought in fire-engines to

The clashes continued for about

The Nepal Human Rights Organization prepared a iepbrtron
-the mutiny st the Central Jeil and presented it to Prime Minister
K.P. Bhattsrai. (Gorkhspatra, December 31). . ) .

| The Roysl Pardon .

The 207 prisoners who had received royel pardon on

| December 29, 1930 included 83 political prisoners who had baen

charged with subvcrsive and other crimes.
persons connected with the 1985 bomb explosiones, namely Chandra
Dev Thakur -(life), Tekendra Bishwakarma, Tribhuwan Dhakal, Sal
Bahsdur Bishwskarma (20 years each), Mshendra Praessed- Bajeain

(15 years), Khem Nsth Parasjul: (114 yeers), Ram Erishna Mshto,
Bishwenath Gupta, and Jhula Sada M1Sshar (10 years each). The

56 other persons who had beer sentenced to fines and imprisonment
and were gbsconding
amnesty included.Basu Shekya and Mukund Nyaupane, leaders of
the Nepal Coumunist Pariy (i1-1L) and about 24 others conmnected
with the Naxelite insurrecticr in Jhapa in 1973.
had been sentenced to life imprisnnment, snd most of the others
to. imprisonment ror 20 yesrs. (Hising Neval, January-1).

They included nine-

and who were included in the Deocember 29

Basu Shakya
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i The list of prisoners whom the government had recommended
for relesse to His ilsjesty contsined the name of Bhim Prasad
Gouchan, s mexber of the dissolved Nstionsl Panchayat, who had
been convicted of having sttermpted to sssessinate Padma Thakurathi,

. a-journalist, and also of smwggling. (Yojsns, December 1),

.-But %586 recommendntion was vehemently opposed by workers of

" the-Nepali :Congress send the Nepsl Students Federstion. On
December 30, therefora, the Council of Ministers decided to
withdrav- the -recommendstion. (Ssmaj, December 31). Bhim
Prassd Gauchan's term was due to expire in April 1991.°
According fto the Nepal Bhumi (Janusry 1): "The Prime Minister
bed accordingly decided to release him., BRBut the Jjail
sdministretion informed the Home Minister that he could not be
relessed because the A+torney General's Office had appealed to
the Supreme Court ageinst the decisisn of the Central Regional
Court to reduce the term by three years." On December 3Q, a
spokesman of the Home finistry confirmed that Bhim Prasad Gauchan

s

s oty e o o o S S

had not been pardoned.

HUMAN RIGHTS
HURON Report on Prisoners Submitted to PM

Human Rights Organization of Nepal has
completed a report concerning the activities
f the prisoners imprisoned in Central Jail
on various cases and has submitted it to the
Prime Minister, it 1is 1learnt from the
~tyganization.

To prepare the report a team formed by the
organisation visited the central Jail, met
with the prisoners, police officers and
officer of the district administrative
office, organization source says.

[TRN (Daily), Jan. 1]
Crimipals to be Punished Soon

Mallick Coommission formed to investigate loss
of lives and properties during the recent
democrat ic movement presented its report to
the government last Monday, December 31. The
cabinet meeting held on the same day has
formed a 3-member level committee to study
the report. The committee is 1ikely to take
artions against the accused within a wonth.

nivided into two parts, the report contains
1000 pages, in which are included also the
econfessions from 150 criminals, and comments
and suggestions from the commission.
Accarding to a reliable source, the following
are the names of the persons to be punished:

Marich Man Singh Shrestha, Lokendra Bahadur
Chand, Niranjan Thapa, Nain Bahadur Swanr,
Bhal:ta Bahadur Koirala, Yogendra Nath Ojha,
tiem Pahadur Singh, Nava Raj Subedi and Parshu
Marayan Chaudhary. Besides them, the chief
diztyricts officers from Jhapa, Chitwan,

anpeari, Rupandehi, Palpa, Tanahu, Kathmandu,

talitpur and Bhaktapur, vi1z, Damogar wainy
Regmi, Madav Prasad Updahyaya, Bimal Koirala,
Bindeshwor sinha, Khem Raj Regmi, Bala Ram
Kapar, Rishi Ram tamichhane, Keshav Raj
Rajbhandari, Prem Kumar Bantawa and Subarna
Man Shrestha, too, have been mentioned in the
list. The Commission has also charged the-
then Zonal Commissioners, viz, Narendra
Chaudhari (Bagmati), Dan Bahadur Shahi
(Koshi), Tak Bahadur Thapa (Narayani), Nava
Raj Gurung (Janakpur), Lal Kaji Gurung
(Mechi) and Khadga Bahadur G.C. (Lumbini).

Some of persons charged by the commission
have entered the Nepali Congress beforehand. |
The Commission has mentioned that 45 persons
were killed, 2300 injured and properties

: worth about 60,000,000 rupees lost during the

popular movement.

(Gorkhapatra, Deceaber 31).

e e e

On December 30, firty-four rriscners who had received royel
perdon were released frow she Gentral, 2hadragol, snd women's
Jails in Eathrandu under he-vy polize protection. (Gorkhspatra
end Kising Nepal, December 31). Tiev could nnt come. out of .the
Bhadragal, Nakhu, snd Central jails in KXsthmandu on December 29,
becsuse the other prisorars drunnded that they toc be relessed
and did not let the zates ts ovwnad. The police resorted to a
‘lathi-charge and also fired tear gsas shells, injuring many
prisoners. (Ssnghu, December 20). -

-
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Other Political Prisoners

The People's Front welcomed the release of the nine persons
connected with the©1985 bomb explosions, but demanded st the Same
time that Rem Ksja Presad Singh snd others who were living in
‘exile .also be pardoned, and information be given sbout
_seven persons, including Dr. Laxoi Narayan Jha, who had
disappesred ‘while under police custody. (Rising -Nepal,
January 2).

The Dristi (January 2) reported:; . "More than a dozen
.political workers are Still in jail on false charges of merder,
They include Lexman Gnyswali (Wakkhu), Khedga B.K, Govind Bsahadur
Khapangi, Thagendra Ghimire {Udayspur), Chitra Bshsdur Sapkota
(Sindhuli ), Bishnu Dev Yadev (Jeleswor), Bishnu adhikari
(Bharatpur), Chandra Bshadur Gurung end Men Pariysr {Lamjung).
likewise, the tresson case filad sgainst AmFit Bohsra, ®
Central menber of the NCP (:i-T), hss not yet been withdrawn.®

Talking to our representative on Tuesday,
| Jan. 1, the chairman of the commission
“Justice Janardan Mallick said, “We have

prepared the report with great effort. 1

believe the government would take actions

against the criminals very soon”. Member of
the commission, justice Udaya Raj Upadhyaya
_ said, "We, too, have heard the people’s voice
" to hang Marich Man Singh. We have no reason
" to show favour to anyone. May evidences not
be erased and the criminals not fled off!

This is what we want...” Another member,

justice Indra Raj Pande, said, "People won’t

remain mute {f actions are not taken against
them”. In this connection Minister Mr

Nilambar Acharya, too, has said that action

against the referred criminals could be taken
. within 4 weeks.

I [Dristi (Weekly), Jan. 2}
! Bring_the Report to the Public !

i People don’t seem ready to believe the data

. of the loss of lives and properties shown by

. the commission (they estimate the loss much
higher). However, the commission’ functioning
has been taken positively. People also want
the report published in toto.

[Chhalphal (Weekly), Jan. 6]
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Hiding Your Crime 2
Many of the police and government

OPFER DER DEMOKRATIEBEWEGUNG

ﬂellik Co:r.miqsion suomits Repor,
e -

The (,onmiasj,on ...ormud by HiG on may 23, 1990 under the

officials, who were used by Marich Man
Singh to suppress the people’s movement,
are now busy visiting homes of the
leaders of Nepali Congress and the United
Left Front. Informed sources say the
government {1s waiting report of theg
Malltk  commissfon to punish thel
wrongdoers. Many offices have already
demolished files by setting them on fire.
Junior officials are trying their best tok
preserve such files in some offices. The,
wrongdoers are plotting many dramas tol"
look innocent.

N [Gandw (Weekly), Nov. 22];\

Preliminary information concerning 22
persons missing during the pro-democratic
movement has been received by the committee
iconstituted for the purpose.

‘The committee is continuing its search for .

imissing persons.

Some reports have also been received in
-connection with Dr Laxmi Narayan Jha, Saket
Chandra Misra, Padma Lama, lswor Lama,
Maheswore Chaulagain who are missing since

- the bomb incident in 2042 B.S.

' Prakash Kafle,

a member of the committee,

. has returned to Kathmandu after collecting

information on missing persons in different
districts of the eastern region.

Statement forms have also been sent to the '

district courts of 75 districts to collect
correct information about persons missing
during the movement.

The committee has also called on all
political parties to provide information
relating to missing workers.

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 6]

1 r n e !
A three member ministerial committee ha
begun the consideration and discussion of t:}

- Mallick Commission report submitted to t
government.

The conmittee includes Home and Communication
Minister Yog Prasad Upadhyaya, Minister for
Labour, Social Welfare, Tourism and Law and
Justice Nilambar Acharya and Finance Minister
Dr. Devendra Raj Pandey.

The committee will report to the Cabinet
which will take a decision about the
Commission report, it is learnt. '

[TRN (Daily), Jan. 3

Jerurry 1, 1991).

puring the -pro-democrscy mova.
Nepal, January 2).
Jac,

(Rising Nepal, Janu-ry 2).

(Bising Jpepel, Jenuary 3).
cabinet sab—(,onnittae Form>¢

studying the report.

(Gorkhspatre, January 3).

Panoey.

cheirmnship of Chisf Judge Janardan Lal mellik of the EsStern
Regionel Court to iav-stigete the lo0Ss of life end property

in Pokhere from PsPruéry 12 to 17, 1997, and in oth~r parts of
the xingdom from Feoruery 18 to april 13, 1999, submitted its
report to Prime Yinistér n.r. nhettarai on Decemb-ar 31, 1990.
According to the cuoancil of pinisters Secretsrist, ‘HitG would
n2cesSssry ections afo<r studying the report,

teke
(vorkhepetra,

The meir poinss .cornisin ¢ ir the report were 83 follows: i
"hbout 95 persons ware irjur-i in Pokharas b2twcen Pebruary 12 rnc 17
1t between Februsry 18 end April 13,
1990, pbout 45 perasns were killeco enc about 2,300 persons ware
ir.jured, end prop-rty vorth 23 €0 million w=sS dameged."
ite Comrission founc that only two persons,
nemely, 3ucdhi Nath arerel znd seéma henchhs Temang, hed been
killed in the firinz et hin:Svay ip Lethmsndu on April 6, 1990.
e Janarcan lal Mallik declinad
reveal the names of p rsons -udty of exces58-8 during the movoert,
pleeding thet this woulc hz.y r legel gotion” Egsmst

(Rising

t0

TTthem T

Spnaning at Jalsshwer on Jerusry 2, Prime hinister
K.P. Bhatterai said titt 8 3uo-Lommittze of the Cebin~t was
: Lppropriszte pction would be taken sgainst
the.guilty person on she basis of its fircings, he soded. .
The Sub-(Committe®d consisted of ministers
Yog Presad Upedhyaya. hilembar Acharya, and Dr‘ Devendre RaJ -
. (R:lsing lveaol Jeruary 3).

Prilre hiniSte!‘ A-I . Qhattarai plso s8=id thet a Commission
had been formed to Sesrch .for Dr. Lexmi herayen Jha, Padma Lama,
Ishwar Lema, ané oth2ars who hac cissppesred while in pelice

custoay, - He 6isclos:¢  thret the

family of each person killad

during th= pro-oemocrfcy movemert would be given R9°100,000 within
g month or the basis of the mellik Commi=sior's report, whil> &ll
possiple cooperastion woculé p> provioed to the irjured persons.

|___ (Gorkhepatre, Janusry 3).
A MOCKERY QF MALLICK REPORT

The unlucky are cursed with their own
follies. This is what has happened to
Congress government after the submission
of Mallick Report. What was the need for
constituting an 1inquiry commission to
investigate the criminals implicated 1in
the people’s movement under the pressure
of people’s outrage when Congress had the
sole right to decide the fate of the
nation. The Congress party was, on the
one hand, rejoicing the entry of Parshu
Narayan and his associates into the
party, while, on the other, 1t was making
a mockery of constituting the inquiry
commission. What was the use of such a
commission after criminals had already
been accepted into its fold ?

Despite all this, Mallick Commission
submitted its report and the new Congress
leader Parshu Narayan Chaudhary has been
listed as a leading criminal. Parshu
Narayan, a fresh entrant into Congress,
has now been maligned with the crime by
Mallick Report. How could Maliick
Commission dare to 1ist him as one of the
arch criminals ?

The Congressmen may say in their rulirg
mood, "As the supreme leader was benign
to touch Parshu Narayan; so he {is now
acquitted of his sinful acts”. It is true
that the power can turn black into white
so long as people are not conscious and
powerful.

The devotees of Panchayat have also
become the devotees of the aristocratic
multiparty system by forming ‘democratic’

‘I have read and heard several

—TTT

- Khagendra Sangraul

parties. In the «course of thei
democratic exercise, they were, a
several places, welicomed with the garlan
of shoes, humiliated and stamped wit
feet. And yet their names appear in th
1ist of criminals in Mallick Report
What I mean to suggest that when th
benign government allowed them to perfor
‘democratic’ dance, why did Mallic
Report raise its finger at them ?

Previously, only loyal flatterer d th
prospect to use medals. Mallic
Commission could not understand thei
contribution and stamped their medal
with crime. There i1s freedom of speech i
the country, but the mouths of it
citizens are bolted by the constitutiona
provision that no one can utter any word
about the activities of the royal palace
That's why, the royal palace has awarde
these criminals medals to protect the
from being sentenced.

times
“During the Panchayat regime everythin
happened at the behest of the roya
palace”. But Mallick Commission ha
invented the eighth wonder. It othe
words, no one was above Marich Man (ex
Prime Minister) during the Panchaya
regime; that’s why his name tops the 1is
of criminals in Mallick Report. On th
basis of this report, no one can gainsa
that sovereignty was vested in Marich Ma
during the Panchayat regime. What
mockery it 1s ! )

[Pristhabhumi (Weekly), Jan. 10
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The editor and publisher for Samrakshan
weekly, Mr Krishna Prasad Gautam (Matila),
has been arrested Tuesday afternoon, Nov.
20, by police. An article by Ratna Nidhi
Regmi which appeared in the weekly'’s Vol.
8 No. 4 dissue has been considered
objectionable by the administration. It
has been learnt that the administration
is ready to free him if the writer is
presented. Earlier, the editor of Yojana
Weekly, Mr Nimkanta Pande, was arrested
for his editorial on “Pampha Devi and the
Interim Government”. This was the first
arrest after the formation of the interim
government. Wr Pande was released the
next day.

{prist{ {weekly), Nov. 21]

The local administration had tried to
charge Mr Pande with the State Offence. |
However, Nepal Journalists’ Association :
had asked for his release. After he was
released, Mr Pande pleaded that he would .
abide by the constitution as regards his

{Diary (Weekly), Nov. 19]

1t is learnt from foreign mass media that
Prime Minister K.P. Bhattarai said that
to control the freedom of press the law
for defamation should be made more
effective.

... Thus, a serious problems has emerged
before the government; how will 1t
preserve the freedom of press guaranteed
by the constitution ?

{Hindu (Daily), Nov. 23}

oy

code of Conduct of Journalists from March 19 |

The Press Council will put into effect the
code of conduct of journalists from March 19,
1991.

No room, the code says, should be given to
the news that either spread hatred or promote
violence or generate disunity among various
castes, tribes, religions, communities and
regions.

Prompt correction should be brought out by
publications concerned immediately after they
find some untruth in their publications or
find their publications hurting without
reason somebody’s interest, the code adds.

l
According to the code 1t is a serious more '
all crime to make journalism a tool fori
ensuring self-interest or using the news for !
financial gain or other types of personal
interest.

[TRN (Daily), Dec. 17]

The talk programmes on ‘The New Constitution
and Responsibility of Press’ and ‘Fair
Election’ concluded 1n Kathmandu, Friday,
December 7, with a strong demand that all the
government media should be made free and
impartial. The programmes were organised
jointly by Nepal Bar Association and Nepal
Journalists Association -in which most of the
participants opined that no fair election can
ibe expected from the present election
commission. Almost all the speakers stressed
.the need for development of the democratic
culture. Addressing the opening function of
the programmes, the NJA president Govinda
Biyogi_said the future of the country would be
decided by the coming general election,
Advocate Subhash Nembang said that the Nepalese
people still have to do a lot for
institutionalizing the present achievement. Mr
Nembang expressed his wonder over the boasting
of same political party that the popular
movement was led alone by i{t. He said
: {rregularities are likely to occur during the
election from both the government and non-
! governmental sides. To avoid this, favourable
atmosphere should be created, security
arrangements should be made and people should
be properly guided, he said. Mr Nembang added,
“people cannot be well-guided by propagating
unreasonable remarks over the communists”.
During the Panchayat system, tree plantation
used to be the often-reported news item for the
government mass media; now this has been
replaced by the news on the entry into Nepali
Congress”, remarked Mr Nembang, adding that no
fair election was possible unless the
government media functioned impartially. He
said employees should not be shifted from one
place to another after the election date is
fixed.

Chief Election Commissioner Mr §.P. Shrestha
said that the date for election would be
announced by the end of this month (mid-
December) and the government media would not
be misused. Another speaker Mr Shambhu Prasad
Gyawali said that the press law needed to be

amended by the government.

In the second round of the programme, Mr
Hiranya Lal Shrestha said all the political
parties should be united for holding fair
election. He said even the foreigners'
experiences should be shared for preventing
{rregularities during the election. Mr Daman
Dhungana said, "I believe in performance rather
than parties or leaders™. When Mr Ananda Dev
Dhatta, an 1intellectual, asked how the
officials having Panchayat background could
hold fair election, he was assured that
officials in that time had to work according to
the-then rules and laws, so one should not be
irrationally prejudiced against others. On the
occasion, Mr Raghu Pant, a journalist, had
accused the government of making its media
Congress-oriented. He said the government media
have started to follow the election politics by
ignoring the news relating to the communist
leaders’ visit to late singer Narayan Gopal.

[Chhalphal (Weekly), Dec. 9]
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A delegation of the Nepal Journalists’
Association today met Communications and Home
Minister Yog Prasad Upadhyaya at his office
and apprised him of the problems facing the
Nepalese newspapers and Journals in the
present condition and demanded to implement
the policy on them as soon as possible.

The delegation 1led by the Association
president Govind Biyogi also requested the
Minister to take measures to help the
Journals suffering from the lack of

- advertisements and financial difficulties and

drew his attention to what they called
attacks on and misbehaviour to the
Journalists 1in Dang and Kathmandu and in
other parts of the country.

[YRN (Daily), Jan. 1]

tiiJA_Anne_e_anﬂ_t.o_cﬂnﬁnLEuss_mm

‘The meeting of Nepal Journalists' Association
(NJA) central committee held in Nepalgunj on
December 21 has announced that 'Nepalgunj
Declaration’ has expressed its determination
for the promotion of democracy, creation of
favourable environment for free and fair
election and for the development of
Journalists as the freedom of press guaranteed

by the Constitution.

The meeting has stressed that the freedom of
press should not, at any cost, be maintained

by law.

Stressing that the free and fair election can
only be held if the government mass media are
impartial, the declaration says, “The

government should leave its ownership on mass
media immediately”.

} Bolice Close the Press
! The problem of Adarsha Chhapakhana (press)

} has become more complicated when the police
forcefully ousted the employees who were on
relay hunger strike for their professionall

rights and locked the press.

have staged their strike at the streets. In

! After the lock out of the press the employees
}a press release the employees’ ad hoc

committee has disclosed the irregularities of

| the press and has said, “We condemn the acts
{ of the police and administration of locking
‘ the press and we will continue our relay
! hunger strike at the door until our demands

are fulfilled".

{Yojana (Weekly), Dec. 31)

.\——-~_.' T

[Matribhumi (Weekly), Dec. 25] .

‘ harges Withdrawn o

1 .
HMG withﬁrev the cese against Krishna-Prasad Gaeutam,
Bditor end Publisher of the Samrakshsak Woekly. He was
i accordingly relessed from detertion. (Naya Nepal Post,
December 10). i el

Lo U

The Nepal Press Council finalisa2d a Code of 6onduct for
Journalists t»> be enforced with effect from February 19, 1991,
An important provision of the code wss that jerurnalists should
not be compelled to disclose the source of their information.
(Gorkhapatra, December 17).

A nev news ggency, krnwn 34 the Nepsl Communications P~nl,
wasS opened in the private sector in Birstnagar. The agency had
already appcinted corr:sponéentS in ten districis of easiorn Napal
according to the Director, Rar Rijhan Yadav. (Gorkhapatra,
December 18).

‘A _New Press zoiicx . .

' HMG snnounced a new presc policy on Janusry 1, 1991
on the besis of the recomiucndsiions of the Press Council, -:
The.main points of the new policy were as follows: "Any Nepali
citizen cen publish a newSpaper in eny language from afy place
in the Kingdom. HNo newspapnr will be banned, nor its
registration cencelled. The right of the press-to collect
information sccording to law will b2 protected.” The official
monopoly in the collecticn end distribution of news will be‘
reviewed and government ownership- of the efficisl medim wil™ bde
.phased out. Advertisements of governmentsl and Semi-goverr .tel
agencies will no longer be restricted to govermment newSpapers,
but will be distributed to other newspspers on the basis of
circulstion, regularity, stsndsrd, and Sseniority.” (Gorkhapatrs
and Kising Nepal, Jsnuary 2). .

Rift in Journalists’ Association
Counter Productive

, Journalists, too, seem interested to create
a situation of confusion in the country. Even
in the past some journalists had formed a
separate organisation 1ike National
Confederation of the Nepalese Journalists’
and National Journalists Association. Even
now they are talking of separate
organisation. It i{s reported that a few
Journalists gathered at Kathmandu Press Club
on December 31 and pressed the need for a
separate organisation capable of representing

, a1l the Jjournalists. Isn’t there Nepal

| Journalists® Association for them ? Can’t it

© encompass all ? In fact rift in journalists’

' Association 1s counter productive. Any one
who accepts to Journalism as his/her
profession 1s a Jjournalist, and it is
essential that there should be only ‘one’
organisation for him/her. Journalism is not

i politics. Real journalists always take risks

| and the ‘organisation’ is for the protection
of their profession. In a country like ours,
thera are many persons, the so-called

journalists, who have made their profession
a Lool for profit. In such a situation, true
Journalists need to be united under a single
~tganisation. Otherwise we will wave to
euffer betrayal, journalists must learn this
reality.

[Hindu (Daily), Jan. 1}
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,Wﬂwﬂaﬂ One significant feature of the policy is that

an  audit bureau of circulation is to be

After releasing 83 political prisoners on the ectablished to keep official records of the
occasion of His Wajesty's birthday, the circulation of newspapers.

government has claimed that no political

prisoner remains to be freed any more. Once set up it will be first of its kind in
However, more than a dozen political tlepal. Given the fact that one of the main
prisoners, imprisoned on the charges of so- criteria for claiming government
called murder at Nakkhu, Lamjung, Bharatpur advertisements is the circulation, the bureau
and Sindhuli jails, are still not released. would have a big role in the development of

Messrs Khadga B.K., Govinda Bahadur Khapangi,

npetiti
Thagendra Ghimire (Udayapur jail), Bishnu Dev competitive journalism in the country.

Yadava (Bharatpur), Chandra Bahadur Gurung, It is also quite significant that the
T;;‘k:zr)iyaale (Lsat":'11\-l1n9)‘m;:?so::’éma"mcy:::ll government has made its intention of granting

offence case against the CPN (ML) leader autonomy to the official media very clear.

Amrit Bohara has not yet been waived off. Acenrding to the policy, the present system

More than a hundred political workers of the ~f the monopoly of the official media to
CPN (ML) are still to be freed from the fake ~ollect and distribute news s to be
charges against them. The nine political reviewad. Besides, the government is to seek

t ’
prisoners associated with the bomb incident a phase wise end to government ownership of
in 2042 B.S., too, have been released this the official media to create an environment

time. of competitive development of the press.

{oristi (Weekly), Jan. 2] It will be not mandatory for the government
- e nffices to publish public notices only in the
ganvernment-owned newspapers.

Freedom and Competition
Nistribution of advertisement from the
with a view to promoting a credible press by gqovernment and semi-government agencies to
making it Sﬂf-dependent. fearless and any newspaper will be encouraged on the basis
tesponsible His Majesty’s Government has ~f distribution, regularity of publication,
announced a new press policy in commensurate quality and seniority.
with the press freedom as guaranteed by the . A -
cnnstitution.
The government-owned news
papers ma
No paper is to be banned nor is any paper’s automatically qualify to get the gov:rn:»:::
registration to be cancelled under the new advertisements, but the road ahead will bhe
policy. much competitive, say observers.
[Sunday Despatch (Weekly), Jan. 6]
re . .
NEPAL-INDIEN
Nepalese Kidnapped by Indian Army ! | Indign Intrusion

On December 2, 1990, at 1:30 p.m. the !

Central Reserve Police (CRP) of India According to a spok:Sman of the home Ministry, 25 Central

eserv " . ; )
infiltrated into Nepal and kidnapped five 2ag§r gnpg};;edpigﬁfggcitoih(Izn;i}_gn?;gtlggr‘sgg:m%g;°3P§§§“P3ti—
Nepale: f'“’;. I;;’“ di‘s‘t”‘;t' The c:Pd t::’;" abducted five Nepalis and twc .adian nationals on the cherge of
S Tiege of Tlam in a Jeen and took Prem givirg shelter to the activists of the Gorkha Liberation
Dorje Sharpa, Neema Tenjing Sherpa, Rajendra Orgenizetion. The sbducted Nepalis were relessed the following
. Dorje Sherpa, Vinod Mukhiya and Purna B. Rai ~ight when the Chief District Officer and Listrict Superintendent
" to an unknown destination. So far the , - of Police of Ilam h21d negetistions with their Indian counterparts

i in Darjeeling. HMG protested to India sgainst such violstio
l;lg?a?ge?sp:;s::smr;ue:et:gt ::tn&eetr;‘et;ﬁ:g % gf iz;;ergational border. It ?lsg plannr_ag to demand compZn;sLagiOn
o iance of infiltration into Nepalese | tg: Neealg@snage(sg::gd bi the __r.dlgn actiorn to the property of
territory by the armed Indian forces. \ - P W apatra, December 14).

[Dristi (Weekly), Dec. 5]

The CRP abducted Prem Dorje Sherpa, Rajendra

Nepal has protested to India against the Sherpa, Tenjing Sherpa, Prem Rai, Binod Mumhiya
violation of the international border in Ilam and two Indians K.B. Mukhiya and Mani Subba.
by the Central Reserve Police of India. The spokesman also said after the incident was
i reported by the local people Pashupati Nagar
. According to s spokesman of the Home Ministry, | Ilaka police conducted on the spot
© 25 CRP personnel of India entered into investigation.
: Pashupatinagar of Buddhadham village
. development committee in Ilam district at about The next day, the police inquired about the

one at midnight on December 3. They raided the event with Sukia police station, Darjeeling.

houses and abducted five Nepalese and two
Indian nationals. The CRP men, in four " Later from the inquiry made with the Darjeeling
vehicles, came to the place and searched the police station, it was found that the two
houses of Prem Dorje Sherpa, Purna Bahadur Rai Indians had been kepi in the same station and
and Binod Mukhia on suspicion of harbouring

activists of Gorkha Liberation Organisation

(GLO). .

-
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! five Nepalese had been held in the Jorbangla ! T SR f— -
. police station. 9 The released Nepalese underwent treatment at *

the Pashupatinagar health post.

The chief district officer of I1am and district |
superintendent of police (DSP) held negotiation
with the district magistrate of Darjeeling and
superintendent of police and five abducted
Nepalese were released on the following night.

the house of the abducted Nepalese had been :
- damaged by the CRP action and HMG will demand
. compensat ion once the damage is known, he said.

"[TRN (pany). Dec. 13]

e o A |
—_DEMOKRATIE- UND MENSCHENRECHTSBEWEGUNG IN BHUTAN
Y procession in Support of . — e e N —————
t Bhutanese Movement . " On December 5, & delegation of the -
: i Sl ) Bhutan People' rty
| A stlent procession was staged here today . }(eg 'bﬁhég President, R.K. Budathoki, met Prime Mini:tZrPa ’
b oy 19) 4 o of the T B tarai, the Nepali Conszress Supreme leader Ganesh san 8
t (Nov n support o movemen and the Finance Minister, Dr, L.vendre Liaj Pand Man Bingh,
Vaunched by the Bhutanese people for | k-~ them with the situation preveiling in Bhut nan ey, and acquainted
democracy and human rights in their ?hanked the Prime Minister for his stat meat. The delegation
country. in Bhuten during the £ifth Saa ements on the situation

(Gorkhapatra, December 6), RC summit meeting st Male recently.

The procession taken out from Basantapur
under the auspices of the Bhutan Support Atrocity Conti MIEI! - ]
Group, Nepal converged on the premises of ;

the Tri-Chandra campus for a mass The King of Bhutan has turned to be more 2!

gimeetins- tyrant after he returned home from Male, the
 Addressing the meeting, general secretary | ::212}1::"8“! :ng':;:h:m;:e Tou’r"::s.:n:::g

of CPN (M) Manmohan Adhikari expressed
his party's sympathy and support to the
Bhutanese struggliing for the
establishment of democracy and human
rights in their country.

to Bhutan People’s Party have said that the
Bhutanese King Jigme Synge Wanchuk is
suppressing his people with the Indian
backings. Inspired by the support of India,
he has imposed a martial rule in the country,
as in Burma, say the BPP sources. According
to a report, Bhutanese army entered finto
Indian territory and searched the houses of
Indian nationals, somewhere two kilometres
from Kalikhola, Bhutan, on December 8. They
searched the BPP camp there, opened fire and
killed two members of the BPP, it is learnt.
The dead bodies were taken away by them. Why '
India is remaining silent on the 1intrusion.
of the Bhutanese armed forces into 1ts.
Shaha said that despite the close territory has aroused curiosity among the
cultural and geographical ties between :?ut:ms:. Besides these, the BPP has also.
. Nepal and Bhutan, the Nepalese are not . g:g os;) t{“t 37 members of 6 families Of%
extending due sympathy to the Bhutanese. Bh::t:n onoge::am:::'.c;maz";{;erb:::usg:ee g:: '

Leader of the CPN (M-L) Khadga O4 exiled from the same block. Their wives and
pledged his party’s full support to the children are given the work of digging roads
people’s movement in Bhutan. and cleaning sewage. Anything necessary
should be supplied by the workers themselves.

We have to support the Bhutanese people’s
movement with the same spirit with which
we took part in the liberation movement
of India and are raising our voice
against the apartheid policy of South
Africa, he said.

President of the Human Rights
Organisation of Nepal (HURON) Rishikesh

Convenor of the Bhutan Support Group, In the meantime, & police in-charge, Mr N.
Nepa) Badri Khatiwada presided over the Singh Pradhan has informed the BPP that
mass mesting. districts and the zonal officers have
suggested the Bhutanese police and the army
[TRN (Daily), Nov. 20) . to confiscate the people’s properties, as the
e - e king of Bhutan 9{s 1likely to introduce 7
Drason's Tarrer i ‘“’"‘“ democracy in the country. fHiudw (doly) Jec. 17
Mr Balaram Paudel, an activist of Bhutan pressure for Human Rights . —-
people's Party (BPP), says, “In 8hutan, a 9,600 Nepalese Send a
gang called ‘Thunder Dragon’ has been formed Letter to Bhytanese King

A signature campaign carried in Kathmandu for
the violation of human rights in Bhutan has
been stopped after collecting signatures from

recently under the leadership of Foreign |
Affairs Minister Dawa Chhering which .
g::;;::s g:;:rm;r‘:ta;"eso”:!g;s' :zrr‘omih:rs‘: 1 9,598 persons. The letter, together with the
activities™. In another query he says, “Mr 11st of signatories, is to be delivered to
T.N. Risal, who was kidnapped from Nepal, is the King of Bhutan Jigme Synge Wangchuk.
alive and is in prison™, Disclosing the fact Addressed to the Bhutanese King, two 0091::
that more 200 people have been killed he of the letter will also be sent to ti

said more than 5 thousand persons have been ; international human rights organisations,
imprisoned. namely, Amnesty International and the N

" Committee for Human Rights.

Stating that it is also a serious matter for
Nepal, Mr Paudel said, "Bhutanese government

The initiative was taken with a view to
exerting moral pressure on the Bhutanese

the itators as '
2::119:::: gaflli:eg are fo:gg1gngrs, the government for respecting human rights there.
Nepalese .government should provide us i Three persons, viz., Jeev Nath Khanal, Guru
citizenship and let us settle accordingly :’r::ad ":103:; and Deepak G:Jurﬁl"lhagi”htg
. nitiated t process of collectling
if not, the government of Nepal wmust s {gnatures.

pressurise the government of Bhutan for

democracy”. .
[Deshantar (Weekly), Dec. 2] [Hindu (Daily), Jan. 3]
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Sonak Tsering Drukpa, a senior leader of the
Bhutan People’s Party (BPP) was arrested by
the Bhutanese Police recently from is
hideout.

Mr Drukpa belongs to the same community of

the Bhutanese King Jigme Singye Wangchuk.

sceording to the BPP, arrest of Mr Drukpa has
brought a strong possibility that the army
could revolt against the Jigme's dictatorial
1ule.

the ¥ing, due to the fear of mutiny, visited
=ome parts of Bhutan to avoid the possible
army revolt, the sources claimed.

[TRN (Daily), Jan. §]

SONSTIGES

Why Royal Intelligence Bureau Active ?

People are asking a question why the
intelligencd bureau of palace

and active.

The main object of the Bureau in the past

was to sustain the monopoly of palace and
insist communists to suppress the Nepali
Congress. Why is it sti1l existing while
¢ the constitution has guaranteed
! constitutional monarchy and multiparty
+ democracy ?
! {Punarjagaran (Weekly), Nov. 20]

%

A news reported by AP a few days ago
‘revealed that many Nepalese working in
! the UK are being sacked out of their
f jobs. Though the report does not mention
| the cause for the dismissal, 1t is learnt
: that the UK House of Commons has blamed
‘ the Gorkhas as inefficient in their jobs.
Most of the Nepalese in the UK are
working in the British Army and even
after their retirement, they are
appointed in the Gorkha Security Limited.
Presently no specific data are available
regarding the number of the Nepalese
people employed 1in the UK; however,
hundreds of them are 1likely to turn
Jobless. HMG of Nepal needs to show its
concern on the matter.

[Gandiv (Weekly), Nov. 22] '

‘Royal ;
Intelligence Bureau' 1s still existing -

|

The democratic movement launched by
Bhutanese people 1s going on continuously
and the Bhutanese despot has used all his
forces to suppress the movement. The
autocratic monarchy has killed about 600
people, imprisoned 6 thousand innocent
people and has tortured them severely.
Not only that, it has also been expelling
the families of the persons who are
participating in the movement.

The demccratic countries like India and
Nepal have not raised voice against
violation of human rights 1in Bhutan.
Similarly, no voice has been raised in
the United Nations about Bhutan’
situation and the international human
rights organisations, too, are remaining
silent. Nevertheless, the Bhutan People’s
Party (BPP) is determined to liberate the
people from autocratic rule.

1f the despotic king of Bhutan does not
fulfil the just demands of BPP and wants
to suppress more, Bhutan will soon bog
down into civil war and finally the
despotic king might be dethroned.

(Matribhumi (Weekly), Jan. 8]

The ‘42nd World Human Rights Day’ has, after
30 years, been observed in an open atmosphere
in Nepal. The human rights, confined in the
clutches of rulers during the Panchayat regime,
have been introduced by people’s struggle.

Though people have achieved a few rights after
the establishment of multiparty system, they
are still deprived of exercising full human
- rights. The government has not released all the
political prisoners who were 1mprisonsd during
Panchayat regime. The government has ridiculed
human rights {imprisoning the journalists and
common people on trivial issues. Similarly, the
government mass media have been paralysed,
consumers have been affected by price hike,
and patients are deprived of basic health care.
The problems of farmers, labourers, students,
teachers, and employees are still not taken
care of. A question has been raised how
democracy can last long under the prevailing
circumstances.

People strongly believe that they will get some
sort of relief by this government, but the
government has failed to do so. So the
government should seriously think on these
matters. If such a situation continues, nobody
can say the people will remain as mute

spectators and there is also possibility that
the human rights, which have just been
introduced, may again be confined by autocratic
power.

[Matribhumi (Weekly), Dec. 11)
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. Mt. Everest in autumn this' year, and Mr

! woman to climb the Everest, if she succeeded.
{ Pasang insisted; but Batard didn’t aliow.
| Batard said there was lack of oxygen: Pasang

: c1imb the Everest 1n Spring with a condition

Mr Mark Batard, a French national and the
jeader of 33-member mountaineering team
(comprising 16 French, 16 Nepali Sherpas and
one Belgian) obstructed Mrs Pasang Lama
Sherpa, & Nepalese woman, to climb the
world’'s greatest peak Mt. Everest.

The team had received permission to climb the

gatard had collected a large sum of money in
France, advertising that the very Nepalese
woman would be climbing the Everest.
According to the programme, Mrs Pasang Lama
left the base-camp (5250 m) on October 18 and
reached the fourth camp (8100 m) on the 23.
She had to climb only 748 m. When she

Base camp. He was saying, "Pasang, you Nepali

woman shift back; French woman will climb
first; you come down immediately, the very
night...” Pasang, too, was ambitious. She
knew that she would be the first Nepalese

abruptly heard the leader speaking from the ﬂ

said she would do without it. But, Mr Batard

didn’t even alow her to pass the night there.
However, getting down the very night, too,
was impossible. She was returning next day.
on the way, she naturally met Batard. No
sooner he met Pasang in South Polem Mr Batard .
started dragging her by the collar. He was
about to push her down forcefully when Mr
Nhwang Dila Sherpa saw and nearly attacked Mr
Bartard with a snow cutting spade. It was
only then that Pasang was released. Thank God :
1 Otherwise she would have died. Mr Batard .

couldn’t reach the summit. He had a cold war |
with another Sherpa and the Belgian member :

too.

Death during mountaineering has been an oft- .

heard news report. Mostly, the Sherpas have
been the victims. Death in mountains has been
a mysterious matter these days. An official
in the Ministry of Tourism says, “...The
issue 1s rather serious. Foreign members of
the mountaineering team generally don’t like
the Nepalese to congquer the

they can’t do without the Sherpas. In such &
situation, they intrigue to push and ki1 the
Sherpas when they are nearing the summits”, .

Now another French team has been permitted to

that Mr Pasang be allowed to climb first. Mr
Batard, too, has applied, but he will be
rejected, says the spokesman of the Ministry
of Tourism. Mr Batard has tried to scale the
Everest for 5 times, but succeeded twice
only.

summits. |
Moreover, they can’t bear the Sherpas reach
- the summits before them. On the other hand,

In @ message on the occasion of Human RightS Day on
December 1N, 1993; the Minister of Lsw and Justice, Nilembar
Achsrya, resffirmed Nepel's commitment .to the UN Charter,. the:
Non-Aligned Movement, and interna tioral 1law. He pointed out
thaet the new Ccnstitution of liepal had guaranteed human rights
and sbolished the death penalty. He gave assurances that HMG wrulj
gradually promulgate new laws and, zmenéd the .exist;ngl__qg'{ss._for the
protecticn of human rights. (Gerkhspatra, December 11).

In a joint sStatement, the Forum for Protection of Human
Rights snd the Human Fights .Organization of Nepal expressed
satisfaction that the Human Rights Jdoveazent had been -
successful in overthrowing artceratic erd tyrannicel regimss
throughout "the world. Bhe stotecent also welcomed the historic

. chenges brought ebout by the peogln's ‘mocvement in favor of human

rights in Nepal, but pointed cut al the same time that there head
been cases of human rights violstiors under the interig government
8156, Tt demanded that all psrsons kept in detention sut of
political reveng= during the P:nchayat period be released and

the legitimate .demands of the prisoners te fulfilled., - (Rising
Nepal, December 10). . . .

" The eNa*t’.ional Executive Coumittee of the AmnesSty Internsational
similerly regretted thst human rights violstions ‘had teen
taking place in different focrms even though the entire world
wasS celebrating Human Rights Dey. _(Rising Nepal, December 10).
: .

Nepglis in the Gulf Region

According to a top-renking official of the Foreign Minio J.
officials of the Ministry end of local Nepeli diplomatic
missions were making informal efforts to bring the approximately
in the ¢uif region back to Nepsl in view of

* 6,000 Nepalisworking

{Matribhumi (Weekly), Dec. 18]

Gorkha armies are being sent to Saudi Arabia

' where multi-national forces have been kept

alert after the tinvasion of Kuwait by Iraa.
The Gorkha army going to Guif are from
Hongkong-based British Army, 28th Ambulance
Sqwadran, and they are 145, it is learnt. It
is to be noted that Britain has planned to
send 30 thousand army to Gulf.

Argentina and Falkland island.
[Matribhumi (Weekly), Dec. 25]

' British
government had used Gorkha army in war with

the growing pessibility o wer in thet region, although HMG had

so far done nothing officially. (Gorkhapatra, January 4).

[N

" The chief person of bomb incident and the
chairperson of Janavadi Morcha (People’s
Forum) Mr Ramraja P. Singh is coming back
to Nepal in near future.

The Supreme Court has sentenced him with
capital punishment. Whether this decision
will be implemented or not will be seen
after his arrival in Nepal. No amnesty
has been granted to him and he ts still
staying in Patna, India.

while talking to our correspondent 1in
patna some days ago, he said, “The
communists and Congress, who throw bomb
on King, corrupted national properties,
hijacked the plane and raised weapons,

have been granted amnesty. We had
exploded the bomb to overthrow the
dutocratic system. If the interim

government does not take any step to
release us, I will enter Nepal with my
followers without taking any heed of the
. decision of the court. Let’'s see what
| will happen then".

‘l {Nepalipatra (Weekly), Jan. 11]
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